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EXTRACT

From the Report of the Committee on Military Affairs, made in Congress in 1843.

•'Tlio Treaty of Utioclil was couclnded in 171H. By the tenth article it was agreed between (Iroat

llritiui and Fninco to determine within one year, by Corcmissioiiers, the limits between the Hudson's Bay

and th(> places appertaining to the French. The same Comuiissioner.i were also authorised lo settle in like

maimer, the lioimdarica between the other British and Fnncli colonies in these parts. Commissioners were

accordingly appointed by the tw3 powers, and there is strong reason to believe they actually establishrd the

l)MH!idavips iiccording to the terms of the treaty, althoi'.Kli no formal record of the fact now exists. The

..vi.leiice that llu; boundaries w.re thus established ;s, iirst, the fact of the appointment of the Coiuinissioiiers

r.tr that express purpose, and that two distinct lines iniiy be found traced on different maps, published in the

last century, each pur|.ortiii,i,' to \v the limits between the Hudson's Bay Territories on the north, and the

French possessions on the soiuh, fixed by Coirmissionr.rs uccordnif,- to the Treaty of Utrecht. One of these

lines is drawn irregularly from the Atlantic to a point in the 49lh parallel of latitude, south of the southernmost

part of the Hudson's "l'.iiv, and thence westward along that parallel to Red River, and in some maps still

fnrllier west, TMiis line is generally considered in the United States, and has been assumed by tlinr

Government, as the truo bonn.lary, settled by the Commissioners agreeably to the treaty above mentioned.

" Thus, we liud .Messrs. Muniu and Piiickney. at Madrid, m 1805, writing to the Spanish Ministei ,

.

lollows ;
' In conformiiy with tli.^ teiill. irtieleof the Iirst mentioned Treaty (Treaty of Utrecht), the boundary

lieiween Canada and Iv.jiusuu.a, on the one side, and the Hudson's Bay and Northwestern Companies, on the

ollu'r, was established by Comiuissiniiera by a liiic to tominenee at a capo or promontory on the ocean, m oH

d.'grees and ill minutes north latitude ; lo run theure southwestwardly to latitude 49 degrees north from the

equator, and along that line indelinilely westward. Tiiese extracts are taken from the memoir of Mr. Urcenbow,

who. It is proper to add, e.uisidcrs iho opinion thai these boundary lines were actually ctablished by lb(

Coimuissioners, ' at variance with the most accredited authorities. In this opinion the Committee do not

concur so far fiom doing so, it is thought llu presumption, that the 4'.)th Parallel was adoi.led by the Com-

lui^sioiurs under the Treatv of Utrecht, is strengthened by the line of demarcation subsequently agreed .ni by

tlu- Treaty of Versailles, iu 17i>8, between France and Great Britain, and also by the Treaty of Peace of 1788,

between the United Stales and Great Britain. By the former, the coiiliues between the British and French

possessions were irrevocably Hx'hI 'by a lino drawn along the middle of the Mississippi, from its source to the

Iberville
•

&c, By the latter, tiuit part of the northern boundary of the United States, which is applicable to

the subject, iB described to be Unougli the Lake of the \yoods, to the most northwestern point thereof, and

fpiin thence on a due west course to the Mississippi River.'

.. The most northwoslern point of the Lake of llu: Woods is perhaps a few minutes north of the J9tli

parallel of latitude.

.. Bv the convention of 1818, between the United States and Great Britain, in the second article. ,i is

agreed, that 'a line drawn from the most northwestern point of the Lake of the Woods, along the 49th parallel

o? north latitude, or, if the said point shall not lie in the 49th parallel of north latit.tde. then that a hno drawn

f..om the said point, due north or south, as the case may be, until the said line shall intersect the said para

of north latitule, and from the point of such intersection due west, along and with said parallel shall be th

demarcation bclwecii the territories of the United Slates and those of His Bnlanmc Majesty
;

and that

tellino shall form the northern botmdary of the said territories of the Umte. States, and the southern

bldavy of the territory of His Britannic Majesty from the Lake of the Woods to the Stony Mountains.

.. This line it will be observed, is a deviation from the boundary established by the Treatv

for that was to extend due west from the northwoBtern point of the Lake of the Woods without any .-..^

o i I titude. By this we are m the contingency named, to run, by the shortest line fn,m the speciU. o

:ir of the Woods, to the 49th parallel of latitude. Whence, it may be asked the sohc.Uule to adoj,

t irarticular parallel, except as it corresponded with pre-existing arrangements, which could have been made

u:i;ThrprlsL;s of the Treaty of Utrecht alone ; for under no other had any reference, at that t.me, been

made to the said 4aih degree.


