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INTRODUCTORY.

COWPER'S LIFE.

tio^h^r'* r^''*" «;"f
hen to Cowper. by virtue of hi« natural disposi-

.on h^ character, and the misfortunes of his life, is so much greater than

tt Siffi" n^' ^"'""^ ""' '*^^" ^""^ ^°' '*->^' -" P«-^bly arouse"that ,t IS difficult to pass any opinir.n upon him as a poet, without being

hTt^e^inthT H
'^'^^^y:^''^ ^- - * --. TndthemoL^"!

whollv li^li, K

'

*^ ? ^'' '""*^"^' *'**» P^'^*^* unconsciousnesswholly .evealed his inmost self, he stands to all that have ,
' them for anmtimate and beloved friend. On the other hand, it is equ.. difficultbe not impossible) adequately to appreciate Cow,,er's jietr^ (esSly

nM^'Ht^fT' T ^"? '" »«'''^l''*'n«t«»<l. in Herts, Noven.ber 26th, ,

delenH^H f
,* T'^''

^"'^ ^*^ ''^ »^"*J« birth-the one being /

bZ ffIt " '"! '"' .'^^ ''"'""^^^ ^"'^ «'!"''«•'• '^"'i the other able to

temlarv S T"^'
''^y*',""*^ '" »""• ''«in«- Many of the poet's con-

IsZltZ- S/r TT''^ P*^'*'""" "^ t™"^ ''"d importance, and hisas«K)ia ions all through hfe were with the higher social classes. His father vw^ a cl-gyman, the Rector of Berkhamstead, and was Chaplam to the

evS!nc« ht' 5**t"'-\">«"«"°«
"P«n *»>« son, there is little account or

sameZ Iv 1 Tk
"'"'/ "' '"''' ""*''"' ^^^^ ^"^ "^ "°""^' ^"'^ "^ *he

trutZft H
';* «

P^'*> •^•^ ^P^'^'^^ «^«" '« '^'^ !**««* d-^y^ with

her TTJZf"^"""
'"^f''*'''"• Unfortunately for him, she died when

sentrmTl f "^ "^T "l"^'-
^"^y^hree years later, a cousin havingsent him a portrait of her, Cowper, in acknowledging the gift, wrote :-"I

sav a dav»7 V ri ^
^""^ P^'"" <P'''''*P« ' ">'»*•* ^i*!' «q"*> veracity '

the 1 ?f n ^"^ ^ '^'^ "*** *'^'"'' °^ ''^'•" This gift was the occasion of

^'!!J!fJ'^^_^^^f^affectii^^ in the English language.

I wUMlherrf3/,:L'mm^Td\°hl^^^
feeling sure that it h^ad^rthem to hfs Hbrarni ?h?fr"

'» P*'*?,^''^"" »' two books,
8o:-GoLDWiN Smith's CotW in fh« FnLn I u'''"'.''!"*'

'^^ *'" "«*'«' "Kfe* doinir

Oiofte Edition hM In Slent^tn^r^iw,''^ ''*/"'; ^"'''*« B^""*"- This
important facts of the m;«tVfr\,*w*H"'"*^ '"*''*^"^ 8etlin)r forth several
several poems not previous yiub»Hrd'-.^^^^ f'?k'V'^« '^°"'*

=
't contains also

?oTs°ur Th^e'^LTeli^tt^nT
1?«^"" ^^4 ji^^^ -^fb^hari^?';^to^^P'tf^^^^^^^

Society, will also r^KuXia^T^em^al.'"''''' P"'"""""' ^-^ »»>« ««"«^°"'' Tract
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