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of this kind ; for many of them were destitute of liter-

urv culture, though they were made ambassaAirs Ust

Chf«t, who honoured them with hw conhdemo and

cinted them faithful, putting them •"»«
^'if.

"""'';^T;

The apostles cannot however be compared with common

i literate men, because they had the gift of msp.ration,

which served as a riiiracuh»us substitute for learning, to

remove their ignorance or to ««"»'*«»
»«';**/f[^fl;..^'

special assurance wa» given to thoni, that the Spu t

2 ould lead them to al? the truth, which was aljo ful.

fined in a supernatural manner. ^Under the influence

of this divine guidance and impulse, sevefnl of them

composed well written epistles or treatises, and that too

in Greek, which was not their mother tongue. B«tli

Peter and John, the very men whom the Jewish rulers

pronounced (Acts iv. 13) unlearned and ign^^^^^^^^

became afterwards Greek authors ; and ofthe other Gali-

leans, Matthew, James, and Jude, and perhaps some be-

sides wrote is they were moved by the rioly G ^st.

Ilenie it may be seen that the want of literary attain-

ments in many of the apostles cannot be justly urgedJ|
an aiffument against an educated ministry. It^is ottw^

inferred fey the opponents of education, tliat^asthe apos-f

ties could succeed without it, so ijiay the religious teach-

ers of the present day. But it must be evident to any

considerate person, that ^ch an inference is unjust

;

because the gift of inspiration is no longer ^dispensed.

If indeed our pastors and missionaries enjoyed the same

special and miraculous assistance as the hrst teachers,

then it is very possible that thej too might excel with-

out possessing the advantages of human tuition. But It

may be questioned, whether education would not have

be«i of «»me value even to the apostleS,higily favored

as thev were. Is it not at least a remarkable fact, that

much more than half the New Testament was com-

posed by learned men, viz. Paufan^ Luke j the former

of whom wa« trained at the feet 6f Gamaliel, and the

latter educated for the medical urofessionT Is not this

fact a plain indication, that eve^in the case of inspired

men, literary trainitig contribu^d not alittle Jo increase

usefulness ? Why else shoold^the apostle of the Gentiles

and the beloved physician have excelled as sacred pen-

men? Why should they have done more than all the

.'if


