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when he was asked, -" Who is thf Krrate<«t im i .ins{<lniit ni

hMven?" nnswcreil by n-tting a little ihilil "ii. 'le iiiiil»t of

thf 111 " and »aid, " Whusoevf r, thtrcfot*;, sliall hmnhli; liiniselt

a-4 thin little child, the sjnu- i>* nre.iti-st in the kingdom of heaven.'

Thi» refltifion snKResl* to ine a heautiful utory of Newton in hi-

old age, which I would fain take as proved without deiiionsfra

tion. I hive given up the apple story and the cat and dog story,

bnt this one I fondly, if not logic.illy, hold to. Whin in a com
pany of friends, who surronnded him a(Tection«lely and even
wor>thipfnlh in his declining years, some one ventured to coni-

pliinent hi i on his outstanding pre eminence as a man of science

and sjH)ke of the wonderful disL'overies he had made; he gentlv

said, " Nay not so. for indeed I am onlv as a little child wander
ing along the seashore, and picking up here and there sonit

pebble or shining shell, while the vast undiscovered but not nn
discoverable ocean of Truth lies before me."

Let us speak of Newton in other connections. While ht

was engaged in writing the Piimipia a very important event

occurred at Cambridge, which hurried the philosopher out of hi-

study and set him l)efore the public eye in a new light. James
II., of not very fragrant memory, in !iis wild effort to establish

Roman Catholicism issued a Mandate dire iij, !; t Father

Albaii Francis, a Heiieilictine Monk, shoui.i Ix. 4(ln';i a , .; a

Master of Arts of the Tniversity of Cambrii'.c wi-hout t.il:ii.7

the oaths of allegiance and supremacy. Thi.s • •.:
"

r -tiv i- s "ti.

and Newton was appointed by the Senate as.^ i< .,i . .;0r; dc iiii .

to oppose this act of royal tyrannv before t»
?

'. i"h fonin: . -•( i

Court at Westminster. The infamous Judge Jt!; s !:..-. k
Bloody Assize) presided, and he kt loose his in. ,t a\ th.-

Vice Chancellor, who ventured to argue the questioii, ami then

ordered the rest of them out of Court, and closed a fierce snarl-

ing address with the following specimen of oratory,— "There
fore I shall say to you what the Scripture says, and rathei

because most of you are divines, ' Cio your way and sin no more,

lest a worse thing come upon you.' " Under his rebuke and in

front of such a judge, the most infamous that ever sat on a Bril-
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