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The True Bees

h.rd-working neuters or workers. Their function in the com-

munity is s,m'ply to .ertiUze the queens at the proper t.me. and

then they are of no further use in the world. ..,,„„
The Apoidea are now subdivided into no less than fourteen

fullfledged famihes. These include the Apida.. or true honey

bees the Bombid^. or bumblebees, the sohtary bees of the

Anthophoridx, the cuckoo bees of the family Nomad.dae. the

fmi carpente bees of the family Ceratinidx. the large carpenter

b^e o ^he tamilv Xylocopidx. the mason, leat-cuttmg and

poer bees of the family Megachilidx. the P^^'^'^'^bees of the

Sy Stelid.. the sharp-tongued burrowmg bees of the am ly

Andrenid^;; the blunt-tongued burrowmg bees of the family

'"'Ihthats^oJth: bees of these diverse families vary greatly,

and most of the characteristics which they have in common have

already been referred to. All. from their flower-vis.tmg habits

arc-o uveat importance in the cross fertilization o plants, .nd

without thJnr aid the health of the plant world would suffer and

its infinite variety would hardly have been achieved.

'
Th most famous of all bees is naturally the common honey

bee. an importation from Europe, not a native, which by the

hand of man has become a true domesticated animal. The lite

h story oT this creature has been so o.ten written about and may

so Iny be learned by consulting any encyclopedia or standard

general work of reference that it does not seem necessary to de-

scribe it in detail here. The methods of bee culture m use admit

of ready study of its economy.* In this brief summary of the

gen ral characteristics of bees we shall, therefore confine our-

selves o the wild and less known forms. A bumblebee has been

see ted for the typical life history, and little need therefore be

snd of the large and important family to which that species be-

ongs ex ept to state that bumblebees now occur m most par^s

of the wor 5. and that they are especially abundant in temperate

"nrevTnboeal regions, large numbers inhabiting far northern

ioctlSs where they abound in the brief artic summer, and where

^ev live a hort but extremely busy life on account o the

crowding together of the flowering periods of sub-polar plants.
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