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burden have been borne, and when the joximey is already near

its end.

I hare spoken of a spirit and of traditions which have been

apparent in English law. Bat tbey hare made their influence

felt elsewhere. My judicial colleagues in the Province of Quebec

administer a system which is partly embodied in a great modem
code, and partly depends on old French law of the period of

Louis XIY. They apply, moreover, a good deal of the public

and commercial law of England. The relation of the code to

these systems has given rise to some controversies. What I have

gathered, however, when sitting in the Judicial Committee of

the Privy Council, is that a spirit not very different from that

of the Ehiglish lawyers has prevailed in Quebec. The influence

of the judges in moulding the law, and of legal opinion in

fashioning the shape which it should take, seem to me to have

been hardly less apparent in Quebec than elsewhere in Canada.

Indeed, the several systems of our group of nations, however

these systems have originated, everywhere show a similar spirit,

and disclose the power of our lawyers in creating and develop-

ing the law as well as in changing it; a power which has been

more exercised outside the legislature than within it. It is

surely because the lawyers of the New World have an influence

so potent and so easily wielded that they have been able to use

it copiously in a wider field of public affairs than that of mere

jurisprudence. It is very striking to the observer to see how
many of the names of those who have controlled the currents of

public opinion in the United States and Canada alike have been

the names of famous lawyers. I think this has been so partly

because the tradition and spirit of the law were always what I

have described and different from that on the Continent of

Europe. But it has also been so because, in consequence of that

tradition and spirit, the vocation of the lawyers h&s not, as on

. the Continent of Europe, been that of a segregated profession

of interpreters; but a vocation which has placed him at the very

heart of affairs. In the United Kingdom this has happened in

the same fashion, yet hardly to so great an extent, because there

has been competition of other and powerful classes whose tradi-


