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ALFALFA GROWING IN EASTERN CANADA

M. O. AIALTE, Ph.D.

Preparation of the Land, Seed and Seeding. Treatment of Crop the Firit Year.

Introduction.

I-on^ before the Christian era the merits of alfalfa were rocoirni7<vl »,v tl.^.o
people in the Old \yorld wh,. had to rely for their pr„sperit7or e3 S e.l t"
no T'''," f'""''^

'^"'''?"^''^-
^" ^•^"''"' «'"• ««"»hern Asia, the h e of „1 a

TnH r/u'^'
''"' """' ''''''''•^' ^''^''''^ "^ ^ ^'^^''"« P'""t. Tluu this is ?r e is:™^r"S^; fil^^T^ '-'^^ ^- ^'^ ^^-'"^ •• -^'^^"^-V whi^h

In Canada it has been grown for at least tifty years, bi.t it Ls onlv of late tl.-,t its

sri'Se'r '"" '"'" '""'
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Feeding Value.

S l; r:; S;^"""
*'"'' ""'^•^ ^'''•^^•^'^ ^-^' ^-^ ^^ «-- to the ani^al. i„ the

For Dairy Cows alfalfa is particlarlv valuable. For milk production alfalfarasture is worth more than any p.a^ture eompos,>d of clover and ^asse, \s a "o i„^erop_,t cannot be surpassed and well cured alfalfa hay h.xs no e.,nal as a dry fodder

«nd fl h "J'
^"^'' ?°^

^u"?*
^'^"'^'' '^ "'" exceedingly valuable, its fatt n"n^.and flesh producing qualities being universally reeopni/ed.

^ainnnio

Horses are very fond of it and thrive remarkably W( 11 on it.

Fertilizing Value.

of humu3 to the soil through dead Lves and'dX" '.J r!:^^':^^^:Z:'Ximproves the mechanical condition of tlie soil, but also increases its fertility.

sons.
Alfalfa is a perennial plant with a vigorous root sy-.tem which penetrates tb«soil to a great depth in =eareh of food. Thus a fair proportion of the fo d neth^ forthe growth of the pl.int is taken from the subsoil.

"if Tocd need.d for

To ensure the be.t results, i.e.. to ensure vigorous growth and hea^'y croT,s f„Pmany consecutive .vears alfalfa should therefore be grown on l,.nd wilh 7dLp rich

Ilardpan or impenetrable chy near the snrfnee will prevent the rn^t, f.

ofTilrcrop.'"'"''
"''

"
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Water standing near the surface has the same effect. As a n.atter of fact alf.,'f«IS very sensitive to an excess of water in the ground. It does exceedingly well in ,
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