
TILLAGE.

A few days after the sets have boon w)V<'re(l by tlio plouf-'b and before the
pliwits have been above Kro\nid, but not until tlic wifd seeds have frcrniinated, the soil

should be harrowed with the smoothing harrow to level it and to kill the myriads of

weeds whieh usually germinate about tliat season of the year. If possible, tlie soil

should be harrowed twice before tlie potatoes are far enoufjh up to be injured. If two

harrowinfis are driven there should be little trouble from weeds aftervards, and harrow-

iiifj is a much more economical way of j^ettiufr rid of them than by hand hoeing:. As
soon as the potatoes are far en(iut;h up so that the rows can be readily distintfuisiied,

the cultivator should be i)Ut in and tlie soil loosened between the rows to as frreat a

deptli as possible the first time and as near the sets as it is safe to no without disturbin}?

them, so as to loosen the soil for the tubers. Al' future cultivation sliould be quite

shallow to prevent injury to the roots and tubers. The soil should be cultivated every

week or ten days, dcoendiufr on the weather, the object hcinjr to keep the surface soil

loose until the tops meet well iM'tween the row?.. If tlu- soil liccomes baked evajKiratiou

of moisture will be verj- rapid.

Conservation of moisture is very important in {rrowinjj potatoes and thoroufih

cultivation is one of the best ways to retain moisture. Tlie jKitato vines would not

siitfer from droujfht, as they often do in the middle of summer, if the soil were pro-

jicrly prepared to bcfiin with and well ' iltivatcd during the early part of the season.

The vines must be kept frrowi;ifj thriftily from the time they appear above trnnind

until autumn if a maximum crop is to Ik? obtained. If jrrowth is cheeked in the

middle of summer the crop sutfors and the tubers when tlu'y start to increase in si/e

when the rains come are very likely to be<M)mo jnisshaiKMi. A jfood cultivator is very

essential in jjrrowinjr potatoes.

I.KVKI, fl'rsi(.1 HIIXIK II I.TIV.VTIOV.

Many farmers owln^ to lack of help and sometimes throuph lack of knowledge,

pive no further attention to their jiotato crop after the bi-etlcs are killed and when

hayint; begins, and as an end to the culture for the season they ridtre up just before

haying. There is no doubt some advantajrc in ridfrin^r over Icavinft the soil level when
such conditions prevail, as the ridKiiifi will (five the tulicrs loose soil to develop in,

while the soil would roon pet hard if left tlat and not cultivated.

There are districts in Canada when' the climatic I'onilitioiis in suinmer are not

very unlike those in (Ircat Britain. In such districts ridfriiitr will iirobahly as a rule

yive better results than level culture. Tlicrc are, however, larj^e areas wher(> droufjhts

are liable to occur and where conservation of moisture is a very iniiHtrtant fai'tor in

obtainiii)!; a piod crop. In such districts the iM'st results will jirobably, as a rule, he

obtained if thoroufrh and deep workiufj of the .soil l)e frivcu and by adoptinjj level cul-

ture. The reason is easily apparent. The evaporation of moisture is not as trreut froi:

level soil as from soil in ridnes. Few experiments .seem to have been tried for comiiar-

ing level with ridfic ciilf ivatioii, but in the drier parts level culture has, as a rule, given

the better results. It should 1)(> ch'arly understood, liowever, that unless the soil is well

worked the lietier isniditions of the soil for the tlevclopineiit nf tubers when it is

ridged will offset the advantage of retaining more mi>isture by level cultivation.

It would he advisable for each farmer to try for liinisclf whether level or ridge

cultivation gives the lx.4t<?r results under the conditions on his farm.
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Where there is a domatid for early potatoes it is important for the potato grower

to know how he can hasten the (levelopment of the tubers, as the s<ioiier tlii< potatoes are

on the market in good condition the mon- money he will make out of them as a rule.

The method usually adopt<Ml by the best growers is to use an extra early \ariet.v and


