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To tlic

HllNorUAIll.i; I'liANK Ol.lVKIl,

Miiiistoi- i>f tlic liitciiiir. Ottawii.

Sin. I liiivc tlic lioiHiM- til report mi my cxpliiriitinii iluriiii; tlif lust .-casdn.

Mv tlic fiirciitiiiiK letter of iii.-triKtioiis to me. ilateil .\ufnist titli. litOS. ami sifriietl

liv Mr. U. K. Vouii;:. l).i,.S.. Siiperiiiteiideiit of Kailuay l-amls, 1 \va> to make an

exploration of tiiat part of SasUatchewaii north ainl west of I'rince .Mliert as far

north as the Chun Mil River (iiv<'rin}; as nuK'li of this country as time wouM permit.

The following are extracts from this letter:-

"The oliject ainieil at is to p>-ocurc all the iiiforination possilile about that

tract of coiiiitrv Ivins; to the cast of the Heaver Hiver ami (ireen lake, south of the

Cluirchill Uiver aiul exteiulirifi cast ti. the olil canoe route from Cunilierland House

via I'l-ofr I'lirtafie to .sitanlev Mission. The water routes In this district have lieen

liavellcri liv iiianv travellers and explorers, hut as little is known of the interior

particular attention should lie paid to olitainiiis information almut the character

,,f the country away from the travelleil routes. Kxpeditions should he made

inland and the ap|iroxiniate course and distance noted.

"The otiject of this exploration is to ascertain the value of the district to lie

iraversed for farminji. lumlierini; and mininj) purposes and any useful information

licarins upon these sulijects not included spe'-ifically in these in.st ructions should

he included in your report."

I have the honour to report that in coniiil'ance with the ahove instructions

1 iiroceeded at once liy train to I'rince .Mliert and arraiifiements were made with

the Hudson's Hav Company to provide me with men and the means of traiis-

nortation. In this thev were not altojiether successful and much valuable time

was lost iiy the disinclination of the natives for wirk. although 1 otTered double

"
\Ve left I'l-ince .\lbert on .\ugust the 20th. lltOS. and I returned on .January

(ith. lOO'.t. My assistant. Mr. Caldwell, who I regret to say met with a painful

and serious accident to his knee, returned somewhat ear'ier. I bearwillinfi lesti-

iii.iiiy to his valuable services. Kroni I'rince .Xlbert I pr.icecdeil by team to the

-nutii end of (ireeii I.ake. The road from I'rince .Mbert t i (ireeii Lake is -., -in

vcyed highwav. and in most seasons of the year would be considered a fairly sio.hI

wauon road except perhaps the last twelve miles.

.\fter reaching (Ireen I.;ike I travelled chiefly by canoe making side nips

inland where possilile or when it seemed desirable to do so.

When the setting in of winter made further canoe travel impossible 1

pnicured dog trains to continue the exploration.

.\ii elTort was made to keep a record of the temperature each day but owing

to the fact that we seldom camped longer than one night in the same place and

hid to do our own cooking and in the winter drive our own dogs, tlrs was found

in, practicable. However. 1 iilaced a thermometer at lie a la Crosse in care of the

ilndson's Uav Conipanv. and had a temperature record kept there. .\t tin- con-
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if this report

I loth, lilOit.

table showing the result from .\iigust 27th. IIKI.S.


