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truth as tho other view, whith iMHigm everything to
conscious {K)lity~a truth whieh even the Germans will

])rohabIy learn from this war. No one, for instance,
could have exi)ccte(l that the grant of self-government
to tho Union of South Africa ho soon after the Boer War,
in irrnanimously wise as it was, would have home im-
perial fruit so splendid and so sjwedy. Tho be^t mis-
sionary { the Empire in South Africa, the best reconciler
of Boer and Briton, has been William II.

It would be absurd to compare tho German colonial

possessions, almost devoid of white sottlcrs, and gov-
erned entirely from Berlin, with the constellation of
self-governing States and mighty deix-ndencies which
constitute the British Empire. The German has never
yet proved himself a good colonist in a new country,
and that is one of not the least reasons why the German
colonial territories are relatively so inconsiderable. The
notion that Germany is over-full, and that tho German
people are suffocating for want of room for expansion,
is one of those ideas which commend themselves to
political theorists, and which have a certain currency
when once set going, but have very little basis in fact.
As a fact, not only is German emigration very small,
about a tenth that of Great Britain, but in proportion'
to the total German population, it has been falling ever
since 1891, and it is only one-sixth of what it was then.
But if there is no reason to believe that colonies are
craved for by would-be colonists, they have been made
useful by Germany as centres for the distribution of
German exports—the avowed object, for instance, of
Kiaouchou—as well as for the j.arposes of coaling and
w-reless stations. l..e result of the war will be the loss

of most of them, if not of all. Tho English Government
will probably want to be as generous as possible when


