
*re only twn RpnerBlly n(»cp«>mr>' to iialvntion. TIip Churrh of
Romi> regiinU thoiii ull ifiiuilly iiiipuHinit in lh«'ir plarc.

At oii«' time it watt a pruvixii -i ,.f the ('ain<ri Imw of thii
Church, that if any pcrHon Hhoiilil M-lcnini/t' matrimony ncfoid-
inir to the riti>N of th<> *>Ntal)liMht><l Church, except in certain places
within proper hount or without ih-dHration of HnnuM or licenii«,

or if any {lerson falm-ly pretemliiiK to he in Holy Onlpm ahall
olemnizo acconliiij; to Mie rites of the Church of Kn«lanci, everv
peraon so offemlinj? aid lieiriK convicted thereof Nhould he a<l-

judged Ruilty of felony and pnmccntion whoidd commence within
three yeara after the committing of the ofTenct . Now no one
except a Clerk in Holy Ordi-rw in the AnKlican Church iH com-
petent to cclchrate tlie Hiicrament of Holy Communion, no
miniitter of the Methodist, I'rcMhytcrian, Uapt'iHt, CongreKational
or of any other reliRiouH pentuaxion wouhl he competent tt) come
into thiR Chur-h and celelirate that nacrament nor any other
sacrament recoKni/ed nn Huch hy the Chun-h. why therefore
ahould you cavil at the position aNNumed by th( Church of Rome
when she aBsertM that no one \h competent to eelchrate the sacra-
ment of Holy Matrimony hetween persons -vho are baptized
members of her Church except a priest who has the care of souls

T

The Roman Catholic Church has the ri^ht to make laws for the
governance of her own peo|)lf as lommunicants of her ch h
and thin is the only assumption which she has made. The rues
and forms of niarria>re in the Koman Catholic Church are nearly
identical with the established Chunh of K.-jjIaod. She does
not say that these same persons may not be nuirried according
to the Civil Law, and all the coiiNeciuences that follow, such as
the wife's right to dower and the children '.s inheritan<'e of their
father's estate, hut she does say to her chililren, if you are true,
loyal and obedient children of the Church you will comply with
her laws. It may be that the Civil Law has established between
you the relation of husband and wife, but such relation is
purely seciilar and you are 'iving in a ,state of ^in until you
have come into the Church and obtained her blessing to sanctify
that relation." The real marriage occurs when the parties have
V -ne together and agreed to become man and wife ; the Church
lerely says that by whatever form, whether by contract or due

l)roce8s of law they may be legally married, her children must
also come into the Church and celebrate their union as a holy
sacrament. In France to-day marriage is contracted in the
presence of an official of the state and no clergyman of any
denomination can officiate so as to create the relation of husband
and wife between parties, but Catholics after obtaining their
certificates of marriage go before their priests to have their
union solemnized according to the Canon liaw.

Now yoii will have noticed that I read to you a statement
of the question of dispensation under the decree Tametsi. It
was the practice that when a Roman Catholic desired to marry
a non-Catholic, he was required to go before the priest if the
non-Catholic party required that the marriage ceremony should
be performed or officiated at by her own minister, and obtain from
the priest a dispensation which he placed in the hands of the
officiating clergyman of the non-Catholic party and he would
then know that there would be no objection raised by the Roman
Catholic Church to this mixed marriage.

Under the decree Ne Temere, notwithstanding that a dis-


