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M FIAT MONEY INFLATION

a regularly paid servant of the Royal court.* The artful

plundering of the people at large was bad enough, but worse
still was this growing corruption in official and legislative

circles. Out of the speculating and gambling of the infla-

tion period grew luxury, and, out of this, corruption. It

grew as naturally as a fungus on a muck heap. It was first

felt in business operations, but soon began to be seen in

the legislative body and in Journalism. Mimbeau was, by
no means, the only example. Such members of the legis-

lative body as JuWien of Toulouse, Delaunay of Angers, Fabre
d'Eglantlne and their disciples, were among the most
noxious of those conspiring by legislative action to raise and
depress securities for stock-jobbing purposes. Bribery
of legislators followed as a mntter of course, Delaunay,
Jullirn aud Chabot accepted a bribe of five hundred thousand
lieres for aiding legislation calculated to promote the pur-
poses of certain stockjobbers. It is some comfort to know
that nearly all concerned were guillotined for it.t

It is true that the number of these corrupt legislators

was small, far less than alarmists led the nation to suppose,
but there were enough to cause wide-spread distrust,cynicl8m
and want of faith In any patriotism or any virtue.

* For ftenenil account, see Thiers' "Revolution," chap, xiv; also
Lacretelle, vol. vlll, p. 109; also "Memoirs of Mallet du Pan." For a ftood
account of the Intrigues Iwtween the court and Mirabeau and of the
prices paid him, see Reeve, "Democracy and Monarchy in France,"
vol. i, pp. 213-220. For a very striking caricature published after the
iron cheat In the Tuilerles was opened and the evidences of bribery of
Mirabeau fully revealed, see Challamel, Musee, etc. Vol. i, p. 341, is

represented as a skeleton sitting on a pile oi letters, holding the French
crown in one band and a purse of gold in the other.

t Thieia. chap. Ix.
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