
THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 
Without extensive transportation facilities, the settlement and 

economic exploitation of the far-flung regions of Canada would have been 
an impossibility. More perhaps than ip any other country, transportation. 
in Canada is the backbone of the nation, politically and economically. 

The Railways 
Canada's present total of 42,346 miles of railway is surpassed only by 

the railway mileage of two countries, the United States and the Soviet 
Union, both with population far greater than Canada's 12 million. 

The railway network is based upon two transcontinental systems, the 
Canadian Pacific, operated by private owners, and the Canadian National, 
publicly owned. Into the main trunk lines flow a complex of feeder and 
local lines, including one in Manitoba to the port of Churchill on Hudson 
Bay and one in Ontario tapping James Bay at Moosonee. 

In all, three separate transcontinental railveays were built. The 
Canadian Pacific, completed in 1885, was begun soon after Confederation 
as an instrument to link the constituent parts of the new Dominion. The 
Canadian Pacific had received a subsidy of $25,000,000 and 25,000,000 
acres of land laid out in alternate sections along a twenty-mile belt on each 
side of the main line. The government offered its land for free settlement. 
Farming here had great advantages. The soil was rich and required no 
clearing and very little fencing. Settlement pushed rapidly into the 
back country, as pioneers poured in from the United States, Britain and 
Europe, as well as from the eastern provinces. 

Two new transcontinental systems, the Cana-
dian Northern and Lthe Grand Trunk Pacific, were 
rushed to completion by 1915. The main emphasis, 
with the rapid opening up of the prairies, was on 
the provision of facilities for the transportation of 
agricultural commodities, especially wheat, out of 
the western provinces, and for the return traffic of 
industrial goods from eastern Canada. 

Over-expansion of rail facilities resulted, and 
the two new systems were soon in financial difficul-
ties. They were brought under government owner-
ship between 1917 and 1921 and consolidated as 
the Canadian National Railways in 1923. There 
has since been a measure of co-operation between 
the two existing systems in an attempt to reduce 
unnecessary duplication of service. 

The capital outlay for railway construction was 
heavy, but it ensures the transportation of farm, 
forest and mine products at freight rates which 

compare favourably with any in the world. 

Trains labour up steep grades in the Rockies. 

Lake  boats locul grain from elevators al Port Arthur. 
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