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We are going to study more deeply
the role that Canada can play in rela-
tion to SELA, and President Perez was
suggestive of some kind of relationship
with that organization, and we are very
ann ious to follow that up, and already
our officials are working on the explor-
atiori of that suggestion. That is as re-
gar zs the general economic institutions.
I would say that, as regards the politi-
cal relationships, well, I think that we
have, in effect, established a bridge be-
tween our traditional relations with the
Con-monwealth countries of the Carib-
bear} and the Latin American ones. This
is new for us - in a sense it may even be
new for the countries that we have

i:d. They are apparently working
towtirds, struggling towards, some kind
of _ea onalism in the Caribbean and
then the larger regionalism with Latin
America. By their exchanges with me it
was <luite evident that they are anxious
to (r wouldn't say use us as a bridge
but}

use our knowledge of the other

c) planned division of industrial labour.
Inequalities in development are cer-

tainly not lacking in regional common
markets, but none of them includes eco-
nomic giants such as Brazil, Argentina or
Mexico. The "little" countries in regional
agreements have benefited from a division Integration
of industrial labour that opens up new has opened up
possibilities to them that would have been a division
unthinkable before the integrationist pol- of labour
icies. The limited, but real, successes of
heavy industry in the Andean Pact, and
of light industry in the Central American
Common Market, were achieved in opposi-
tion to the normative principles and the
practical consequences of a liberal free-
trade policy. UnfortunateIy, the embryonic
common markets are still too fragile; if
they are not threatened by actual break-
up, stagnation and even the regression of
the common policies are a constant danger
to them, and only through rapid consolida-
tion can discrepancies in development be
reduced and a continental "dialogue"
facilitated that is less unbalanced by the
emergence of local sub-imperialist powers,
eager contenders for the mantle of the
United States. True, one may hope that
the new dominant countries will neutralize
each other, but this is not enough to make
SELA an effective organization.

side and our desire and ability to have
relations with the other side and with
the Latin American side as a "natural".
Every leader that I talked to seems

anxious to draw Canada into this re-
gionalism, either as part of it or as

having relations with it. Part of that

may be due also to their desire, which
is very analogous to ours, to create
counterweights to the very strong

presence of the United States, and they

see Canada as a country which has very
good relations with the United States
and a country which, notwithstanding,

wants to maintain its independence

from the United States. And this to
them fortifies ,the kind of dialogue that

the area wants to have with us and with
the United States.

Extract from a statement by Prime
Minister Trudeau at a press con-
ferençe in Caracas, Venezuela, on
February 2, 1976.
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