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Councillors

tive body.

This reflects, of course, a really re-
markable change in its total outlook. The
council has such a reputation for being a

evolve

The Dalhousie Student Council is finally
beginning to operate as a worthwhile legisla-

policies;

as our

it is trying to develop ways of
understanding and attacking such problems
role as students,

our governing

body's role, our place in the University com-
munity, the determinationofour environment,

bureaucratic-administrative junior city hall,
that it is now almost impossible to believe

that it has evolved into something which is

relevent to the student.

The credit

for the change probably
goes almost exclusively to Ashworth. Not
that he seems to be indoctrinating the coun-
cil and ramming his various ideas down its

and the democratization of the university and
the community so that higher education will
in fact be universally accessible.

This is not to say, it should be stressed,

that the calibre of the discussion which takes
place is of such a level that criticism and

to be desired.

members throats, but he is essentially re-
sponsible for directing the council andproba-

bly has charted its recent course.

is due.

The main change in council functioning

derives from the fact that it now considers

itself to be a political being.

No longer is conversation being limited
to questions of whether Fall festival will hire
one band or two; to questions of whether the
SUB will display white lighting or orange.
These things have been left in the capable

The very way

analysis will no longer be necessary. In
fact, sometimes the overall quality of the
council discussions leaves almost everything

But credit should be given where credit

in which the council is

dealing primarily with political issues (like
senate reform and universal accessibility)

fingers of the various sub-committees.

Council is trying to establish overall

No

FAIR PLAY and good fellowship in
national politics are welcome, if infrequent,
virtues but inter-party amity may becarried
too far inthe November 6 by-electiondesigned
to propel new Conservative leader Robert

Stanfield into the Commons.

At the outset, both the Liberals and NDP
piously said they would not contest the seat.
If no one else did, then Mr, Stanfield would
be an MP two weeks earlier, having been
elected by acclamation on nomination day.
But the apple carthas beenupsetby a Toronto
Trotskyite who says he is going to run just

to keep things honest.

Good for him.
every success but there is

We wi ', M~
" reason why he

It will
develops.

rides

be

has separated it from the vast majority of
small-university councils.
council has the resources and the climate
here to be one of the most progressive
student governments in Canada.

Moreover, the

interesting to see how it

free

should have a free ride into Parliament. It
would be anegationof our system of elections.
Liberal-NDP bonhomie ispredicatedmoreon
the certain knowledge that their candidates
would be soundly trounced than any genuine
desire to help.

Trotskyites notwithstanding, Mr. Stan-
field should be challenged firmly by repre-
sentatives of both the other major parties.
Even if his electors are pre-conditioned iz
his favor the new leader should still be forced
to go through the motions of an zlection,
fight his opponents with vigor, and justify

his political existenc..

Stanfield

Anything else would be to sell short the
electoral process.

. L.etter

had the great good fortune to

4 listen to the Dalhousie University

‘r’

Concert on Sundayv the 8th Octo-
ber. Sad to say however, the
afternoon was spoiled through
no fault of the Northern Sinfonia
Orchestra ol England, who per-
ormed extremely well under the
conditions.,

It was the audience which up-
set me, First there were the
children who thought this was
just the place to have a game of
hide and seek, It wasn’t until they
had tripped over my legs twice
that I got really angry and threat-
ned them with murder that they
fin21ly shut up. The mother was
incapable of controlling them. I

hope she bas learned one thing
out of thajl experience; never
brineg them' to another concert,

Then we have the squalling brat
who was joreibly removed from
the hail ai the climax to Mozart's
Symphony no. 40. It ruined the

whole programme, Likewise ]
hope she never brings that child
1gain; she may end up witha fun-
eral on her hands. As if this
wasn't bad enough we have the
irdent cameraman who with his
single lens reflex camera clicks
away at every climax in the music
in the hope that no one will hear
him, Well T could have willingly
Ivnched him on the spot and so
could have all the audience with-
in ear shot. All he could do when
a crowd of faces glared at him
was breakintoa fit of giggles with
his girlfriend, I believe he was a
Dal student ind if he reads
this I hope he has the decency to
leave his camera at home next
time or not come at all, Then we
have the latecomers; people who
have a decided deficieney in man-
ners; if the performance is not
worth being on time for they
should be locked out. There is
nothing quite so bad mannered
as to arrive at a concert or
any other happening late, One
equates lateness with a dingy
movie house, and, I hope, not

with a concert performance by a
first class Sinfonia Orchestra.

It is always good for a laughto
see the whole Orchestra stare up-
wards as the sound of electric
fans suddenly breaks in on their
performance, but are we running
a concert show or are we running
an old time music hall?It'sacry=-
ing shame to invite a first class
Orchestra, no doubt at great ex-
pense, only togivethem a badim-
pression of Dalhousie; I'm not
surprised that the conductor re-
fused to play an encore. Why
should he when we show him we
don’t really appreciate his
music?

Finally, could we please be
provided with a programme of
music which is understandable?
or is it too much to expect? I
don't know who wrote the pro-
gramme or whether he copied his
ideas from the cover of a second-
rate long-player or whether he
was just trving to impress the
audience with his mighty grasp
of the English language, What=-

. éaowlN& DOUBT
A_Bwr THE WAR

Voice of the
student

By NICK PITTAS

If we were to believe the polit=
ical *“Jeremiahs,’”’ exasperated
cries of despair at the apathy of
the masses for politics, we would
then have no alternative but to
bow on our knees and beg for=-
giveness for our great sin, Then
we would rally around the flag
of one of the three major parties
that Canada is blessed with,

However, a little perceptive
study would show that the root
causes reside not in the laziness
of the individual, but rather in
the system which though claim-
ing to thrive on political acti=
vism, in actuality fears and
exists today only because of polit=
ical apathy in society. What then
are the real causes of political
apathy?

ALIENATION

Under capitalism, the individ-
ual is controlied by a system of
laws, whose true meaning is usu=-
ally beyond his understanding,
The alienated individual is tied
to this system in its aggregate
bv the vicious law of value. The
law works on all the aspects of
the individual’s life, shaping its
course and destiny,

The laws of capitalism, invis=
ible to the majority act upon the
individual without his under=-
standing them., He sees only the
vastness of an infinite horizon
before him, Of course in order
to assure the insecure individ-
ual, the people who try to ration=-
alize the system purport to draw
lessons on the possibilities for
success by pointing to the exam-
ples uf people like Ford or Rock-
erfeller, The amount of human
poverty, and suffering required
of others for the success of such
people are never put in perspec-
tive, In any case the road to
success is pictured as one beset
with perils, but one which, it
would seem, an individual with
“‘proper?’ qualities can overcome
to attain the goal of success, The
reward is seen in the distance;
the way is lonely. Further it is
a route for cutthroats; one can
succeed only at the cost of fail-
ure to others,

o

Capitalist democrac

How can the individual pos
see beyond the cage of his
material conditions, in a s
of huze corporate alliances
where any governmental cha
is imposed on him by sn
caucuses, which neither under-
stand nor reflect the
the people. No one really exj
fundamental changes in a systen
where elections give the individ
ual at best only a chance t«
choose a charismatic politician
rather than an ogre. Yet the gen-
eral acceptance of the political

wishes of
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with explaining

the i of class society,
through some theory of
i yrivin or a mechanical
theory of natural selection,
Fhus the masses
since th
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{ 1 aur party polit=-
1 hoopla, model parliaments,
I otl such opiates. For if
situation were to change, if
tead of tryving to escape real-
the I 1 of L&D or artis=
ic ““freedom™ the students of
toda oreanized with militant
rkers, then the climate for
revolutionary action would
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ever he was trying to dowas dis-
mally short of his objective,
Surely the whole idea of having a
programme of events is to give
the audience an idea of what is
going to happen, and some back-
ground on the contents of the pro-
gramme, [ don’t want to appear
ignorant but what in heaven’s
name does ‘‘analytical exegesis'’
mean; also ‘<transpersonal ex-
pression’ and ‘‘chromatic alter-
ations'’, None of the persons
seated near me could explain
their meaning so I took the pro-

gramme to a friend of mine who
analysed the various passages in
it, This is what he found out, The
fog-factor is 72. This means that
only 4/8 per cent of the popula~-
tion can understand the pro-
gramme at first reading, Inothez
words, of all the 300 people at the
concert only 14 could read and
understand the programme!
Shame on you, whoever you ma
be. Perhaps only want
people to read your writing; why
not try for all 300 next time?
Perhaps few changes would

I

you

| 1 igue {or welal Action
i1 I ousie student the
i A1 I rhiane | the mental
" of svstem, whilst
-Cl] rs m ng no inds other than
omex initial interest. The other
o) WE - h I ¢s whether labelled NDP.
there are 1 istu tors C Liberal are
u to ¢ ) E hacks, inter-
UpSt i esteq niy 1iI 1 ing the elec=-
ol - toral success of their masters,
Sycophancy to immoral dogmas

is their trademark,
Yours faithfully POLITICAL APATHY? IT IS
Martin Pickford. NEITHER HERE NOR THERE,

Letter

Mr. Kim Cameron
Editor=-in -Chief

The DALHOUSIE GAZETTE
Halifax, Canada

Sir:-

Being 2 novice not only atDal-
housie and the Maritimes, but
also in Canada, my right to crit-
icize should be restricted. How-
ever, after reading the last issue
of your paper I could not resist
asking vou publicly afew ques-
tions, This actionis not a reflec-
tion of sympathy or nationalism
to my present milieu, but a re-
flex, sometimes called pity. The
subject-the future of this country,
Dalhousie, and especially of the
organ of dialogue onthis campus-
the GAZETTE,

To measure the apathy of a
people is one of those tasks to
which most of us shrug our shoul-
ders. At first it seems im-
possible, One way to measure it,
is to locate all the group-activity
and controversy in a particular
geographic division. This can be
done by keeping in touch with the
local mass-media, Such method
is possible because of two rea-
sons. (1) The task of the mass
media is to report suchactivities
and (2) The amount of activity re-
ported by the mass media can be
treated as a sample of the total
activity in the area,

What about our area?If there is
\ny public activity we definitely
do not hear about it, The reasonis
not far to find. The Dalhousie
radio is dead and the GAZETTE
if not dead mortally wounded. As
2 witness to this I shall point at
yvour last issue.

As you ought to know the week-
end of October 13th is a big one
on our campus, Friday night we
have the Forum, followed by a
parade Saturday, etc, All this was
conveyed to vou in an article
written for the GAZETTE by Mr.
Ken Nedd, who slaves onthe pro-
jeect in order to make you andme
proud of the school we attend,
The reason why the article did not
appear in the last issue must have
been the importance of suchother
news as whether Mr, Dave Osher-
ow will be or will be not damned
when he goes out in the rain, In-
cidentally, is Mr, Osherow seek-
ing public support insome kind ot
election?”?

Naturally you are not to be
solely responsible for the stile
aura of public affairs here. How=
ever itis your duty to make people
proud of the GAZETTE, I hope
that you will try to do something
about it, The result of your work
can be a great stimulus to the pub-
lic spirit at Dalhousie.

I should be glad if vou publish
this letter inthe coming issue and
a great dialogue will ensue, for
dialogue is the basis of social life,

I remain yours
Daniel Czamanski

REPLY

Ken Nedd’'s article on the Dal-
housie Student Forum was not
scrapped due to lack of space,
support, or interest on the part
of the Gazette Staff,

It was not printed because it did
not conform to normal news-
story format; in fact, it had tobe
re-written, For those who maybe
interested, it appears below:

DALHOUSIE STUDENT FORUM
SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

T'he Dalhousie Student Forum=-
well, this aims at excellence. For
Dalhousie a new group
comes to the scene. New ideas
fill the air and with one helluva
frantic effort shuffles these
ideals into an exciting night of
October 13th,

This Friday night will be a
meeting ground for the univer=
sity Student and Faculty to min=-
gle with Haligonians at large,
We shall question the reasons,
laugh at ourselves and nock the
crap in our society.

once at

There are 4000 students at
Dal, well, six of these will be
chosen to speak, to shake our
minds to its very foundations,

The fallacy of sex, education
or dictation, the question of color
might well be thrown at vou, You
will frown, you will tremble-vou
will stiffen with suspence at the
chozen speakers of Dalhousie,
but we promise you will lauch
for the Jeckles and Hydes will
be there,

This vivacious g roup of yvoung
musicians will drive notes and
scales deep into your bones, and
vou will laugh dance swing to re=

lieve the suspense of serious
dissortation,
And I wonder, Education is

supposed to be the basis for the
whole forum yet a parade of
mod~fashions has been arranged
to gaze upon in awe or contempt
=to congratulate or condemn our
society,

Come to the forum. Halifax will
be there, QEH will be there,
You're interested in life = you
will be there. There is room on
Octs 13 for you to think, for vou
to be startled by the voices of
our crazy world.

Pantomimes, stories, jokes,
and all, we promise you some=-
thing fantastic if you give us
your support,

Help to put Dal across and
sympathise with the ambitious
group who dares to undertake so
startling a combination,




