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After a two week sabbatical | return not so fresh and not so rested but ready nonetheless to bring you
news of the wonderful world or borrowing movies for money.

Upon editorial advisement | recently rented a new release titled Parents. Now before | go any further |
should say that this is not the Ron Howard film, Parenthood, which stars Steve Martin. If you want to rent
that one go ahead, | won't try to stop you. This movie is a strange little horror/(black) comedy mixture
about a (hopefully) non-typical American family. Mom, dad and less-than-perky young son move into a
new town as the film opens. It's immediately obvious that somethings not quite right about this
subnuclear family unit. The son is afraid of the dark and won't eat well-rounded meals. This seems normal
enough (except that he likes the vegetables and not the meatfyeah!) Dad is a pseudoscientific type who
works at a company called Toxico, specializing in chemical defoliants. Y'know how some people steal
office supplies such as paper clips, elastic bands and the like? Well dad here swipes stuff from the human
research center that explains his young nippers lack of appetite. Il say no more except that the film stars
Randy Quaid and Mary Beth Hurt.

Another individual with trouble with traditional social integration is the title character from the George
Romero film, Martin. The story concerns a mildly mentally handicapped young man who passes into the
guardianship of his crotchety old uncle, Cuda. A strongly religious man, Cuda is convinced that Martin is
the latest in the family line to the affected by a heredity curse of vampirism. Apparently from repeated
pronouncements of this type Martin himself has also becomes convicted of the fact that he is a vampire.
His shyness conflicting with a strong sexual drive is probably at the root of his problem, but one is never
quite sure. Martin meticulously plans assaults on women, wherein he drugs them, has intercourse with
them, slits their wrists making their deaths appear as suicides and ritually drinks the blood from their
wounds. This is an updating and twisting of the sexual component which is seemingly inherent in most
vampire tales. Director Romero is best known for his trilogy of zombie films, (Night Dawn and Day of the
[Living] Dead), but this is one of his most compelling early efforts.

Well, il next time Keep calm and be nice to your neighbours, you never know what they might be up
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Loot will shock and entertain with its contrast between prim and proper dialogue and scandalous
action. There is an element of fun and games in this play; Orton at his outrageous best. Authority figures are
his villains, upper class values his targets, and business as usual is his scene. Orton’s unique blend of the
ridiculous and macabre earned him a notorious reputation. He was a moralist of the amoral, which is clearly
evident in LOOT, where death is consistently mocked. Th play still manages to be funny wanton and
lacerating at the same time.

This fierce and marvellous farce follows the antics of a houseful of characters with questionable
morals attending the wake of the recently dearly departed Mrs. McLeavy. Hal, her son, had just robbed a
bank with his friend Dennis, the undertaker. When Detective Truscott, masquerading as an official of the
metropolitan water board, suspiciously stops by, they have to stash the LOOT and suddenly no place is
sacred! Meanwhile, a mourning widower is consoled by Nurse Fay, perhaps moreso than is called for, as she
seeks a husband for the eighth time!

Loot first opened in Cambridge, England in February 1965, and was scheduled for a short provincial
tour and a West End run. However, due to what Orton attributed to poor directing and casting, these plans
were short-lived. In addition, the combination of frivolity and ferociousness that defined Orton's comic
milieu was new and unfamiliar to the English stage. The play eventually received the attenticn and praise it
deserved, however, on September 27, 1966, when it reopened at the Jeanette Cochrane Theatre to rave : - =
reviews. Orton is now a widely accepted playwright, respected for his bizarre comedy. and known for the N SE s ? () :
development of "Ortonesque” humour. S ; ;;“‘—“.. \“,'. \"l‘
Loot will play ad Saint John High March 22 - 24, St. Stephen High School March 26, Sussex Regional : S ALIRLHE 7
High School March 27, Riverview High School in Moncton from March 28 to 31, Bathurst High School April paraphernalia?
2, Theatre Restigouche in Campbeliton April 3, On the Miramichi at James M. Hill Memorial High School in L Wait till-Avril 6
Chatham April 4, and at the Playhouse in Fredericton From April 6 to 14. ‘ ‘ Af .




