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Halifax arrest may spark
violence in black community |

HALIFAX (CUP) — The ar-
rest here Nov. 30 of Rosie
Douglas, a McGill University
student and organizer of last
month’s Black Writers’ -Con-
gress, could spark violent reac-
tion in the black community in
Halifax.

Douglas was arrested for loit-
sring after speaking to a group
of young people in front of a
Halifax ghetto night club.

According to black spokes-
men, Halifax police have been
watching the city’s airport,
train and bus stations to screen
blacks arriving from out of
town.

“The police have been tel-
ling blacks iv avoid out of town
brothers because they just want

to cause trouble,” said Doug-
las. He said Halifax cops told
blacks not to deal with outsid-
ers, rather to leave them for
the cops to handie, and “so
they’ve been on the lookout
for people like me.”

“Now, things are more tense
than I’ve seen them here,” said

Douglas.

About a month ago, mem-
bers of the militant black nat-
ional party, the Black Panthers,
arrived in. Halifax after being
asked for organization help by
local black leaders.

Stokely Carmichael and sev-
eral other leaders of the Panth-
ers’ Eastern Command have
been devoting much of their
attention to organization in
Halifax; which has the largest
black ghetto in Canada.

Wadell Smith, a Panther or-
ganizer arrested in Halifax last
week for illegal possession of a
gun, said police “were tailing
me for a long time. They were
obviously out to nab me on
anything.”

“Smith’s arrest upset the
black community which held a
meeting Saturday night to ar-
range for his defense and to set
up an organizational structure
in the ghetto, Douglas flew to
Halifax from Montreal to speak
at that meeting.

After the sessions, Douglas

was speaking to a group of
younger people about commu-
nity when a cop ordered them
to disperse. In Halifax, no one
under 16 is allowed on the
streets after 9:30 and most of
the group were not 16. One of
the points Douglas had been
making to them at the time
was that white youths had rec-
reation facilities to go to after
9:30 while black kids were
forced to use the streets.
Douglas  then moved the
group to the steps of a night
club and was ordered to dis-
perse again. The club owner

told cops he allowed the group
on his steps but the cop said
the kids were blocking traffic
into the club. The club was
closed at the time.

A few minutes later, police
returned and busted Douglas.

“The captain at the desk (of
the copshop) seemed to know
me, although 1 had never been
there before,” said Douglas.
“He said he had been expecting
me before now.”

THE ARREST OF ROSIE DOUGLAS

by norman cook

(Norman Cook is a sociology
graduate student at McGill Uni-

versity .)

HALIFAX (CUP)- For Nova
Scotia’s 17,000 black people,
Halifax has at best been a-bleak
and oppressive place. For these,
the dingy Bruns-
wick Street Court has probably
been bleaker and certainly more
A black man ap- oM’

my people,

oppressive.
peared in that court today.

Another will appear tomor-
row. This is not unusual. How-
ever, these two men are very
unusual. Brothers Wadell Smith
and Rosie Douglas are black
men who can deal with oppres-
sion. Rosie Douglas dealt with

oppression today.

Jammed between two mem-
bers of the tough Eastern Com-
mand of the Black Panthers, 1

watched Rosie Douglas begin
the that you can lay against me

a charge for being a black man.

to write a new chapter in

history of the black people in

Canada. Someone nearby sug-
gested that the scene was remi- are you talking about?
niscent of another black oppres- court
. against any person on the basis

Rosie’s court hearing was
brief, but significant enough to

sion town: Oakland, California

be noted in some detail’

velt Douglas?
Rosie: Yes, lam.

Rosie: 1 am from Africa.

ica in chains by white men.

with loitering

to move each time.
Rosie: The only

Magistrate: A what?
Rosie:

2 CLASSIFIEDS

racist laws.

Magistrate: Are you Roose-
Magistrate: Where are you

was brought into North Amer-

Magistrate: You are charged
on Creighton
Street after a Negro meeting in
front of a night club in the
presence of Negro people from
Halifax. You were asked to
move four times by an officer
of the law and bluntly refused

charge

- A black man... It is
Use BRUNSWICKAN(| precisely because you and your

lice have refused to respect
black people that you are mak-
ing me a victim of your white

What nonsense
This
does not discriminate

Magistrate:

of race, color, or creed. You
should know that. Now, are
you guilty or not guilty of that
charge, Mr. Douglas?

Rosie:

I 3 crime in this city to be black.
Magistrate:

remain on bail.

uled on Thursday.

are far from over.

has just begun.

r:sp:&?gown (8}

| was arrested be-
cause I am black. 1am positive-
ly innocent of any charge of
loitering. It seems to me to be

You will be
tried on Thursday, December
5 at 3 pm. Meanwhile, you will

Rosie will appear as sched-

Wadell Smith will appear to-
morrow (Dec. 3). The feeling
among black people around
here is that neither will receive
e justice. Butina few short days
is the black people of Halifax
have become very justice-mind-
ed. They are watching the pro-
ceedings closely. The trials of
Rosie Douglas and Wadell Smith

For the black people of this
city, the trial of white Canad

prunswickan, tuesday, december 10, 1968 13
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CHRISTMAS IN PRISON

It really hits you hard at Christmas -- being in prison. This will
be my fourth Christmas coming up, SO perhaps it will be a bit
easier, but | don’t think so. | wish Christmas would never come.

LR R 2

| can remember my first Christmas in this place. | was in here
a little over two months, just getting to know the ropes. People
could still tell that | was a rookie because my hair had just started
to grow back in. The guys really made it rough on me. But things

were coming easier,
About the fifteenth of December, the first snow fell. The

yard was all slushed up, and a lot of the guys didn’t have winter
issue yet — so a big cold epidemic followed. | reflected on the
outside world where the snow would be bending the boughs on
the trees. But | couldn’t see a damn tree around me. Nothing but

goddam slush in the ashphalt yard.
| was never big on Christmas cards, but | always sent a few to

my friends. | asked a guard where | could get a few cards. He
just laughed. “What do you think this is sonny, a department
store? You're here to do your time -- not waste it.

| became furious nearly to the point of tears.
guys be a little human?”’ Therllpit him.

“Can’t you

That got me two days in the hole. Not much of a place to re-
lax -- a concrete slab, a shit bucket, a twenty-five watt light that
shines day and night, all squeezed into a little five by seven box.
Food is really bad there. | also lost my letter privileges, which
meant that | could only write one letter a month with permission.
That screwed up December.

| thought about my mother, my girlfriend, about buying them
gifts. (My father died when | was a kid.) | could well remember
singing in the children’s choir. 1 still like carols and bells and
organ music. That seems to be so much in the spirit of things.
But in prison, the guys weren’t much for carolling. | think that
Christmas is the time of lowest morale. Most of the men are
thinking of their families or friends who they haven't seen ina
long while. Itis really depressing.

My first Christmas here, we put a tree in the gym. There
wasn't much foz decoration though. A girls’ choir came in from
one of the chufches--but they sang to us. We didn't sing till the
very last song. Most of us had colds and didn't feel like singing
anyway. But the old guy next to me then--he died a few weeks
ago from a heart attack--started 1o croak a few bars of Silent
Night. Emotion compelled me to join in. And before you knew
it, nearly every prisoner in the gym was singing Silent Night,
Holy Night for all he was worth: It sure put a lump in my throat.
Nothing like that has happeneg.slnce.

| don't know what to do about this coming Christmas. I'd
like to break out--but then again, who wouldn’t? Besides, itis
nearly impossible. And in a few years, | should be good for
parcle. No sense in mucking that up.

| got a letter this morning from my mother. My old girlfriend
is getting married to someone else. First | heard of it. It makes
you wonder--| care and then | don't care. Things get to be like
that when you are in here a while. You're helpless, powerless

and frustrated.

For Christmas, each prisoner gets a little treat box--candy,
gum, apples, cigarettes. Some guys save this stuff for later on and
use it for betting. | always finish mine within a week or so. Who
knows, tomorrow, | could get a knife in the side.

Well, | am writing this little note to wish you all a merry little
" Christmas. And special greetings go to Norman Strax, who will

be spending his Christmas this year as a prisoner. That makes two

of us. Each to his own.

284 QUEEN ST. ROOM &

Up to $30 off R

Tel. Jim Williamson &
if no answer-Steve C

TELEPHONE 4545127

RON’'S TAILOR SHOP

ALL TYPES OF ALTERATIONS
TO LADIES & GENTS GARMENTS

VERY PROMPT SERVICE — STUDENT RATES

RON MdMAHON PROP

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
EQUIPMENT

Crested T-Shirts
Red and Black Shorts
Athletic Socks
Athletic Supports

FISCHER SKIS

also Marker Bindings
Humanic Boots

etail Price

54-3882 after 6
hase 7569

Gym Shoes (Ked's) ww s nenan ‘
' Sweatsuits
Gym Slippers

For all your Sporiing needs see . . .

J.S. Neill 85 Soms

i




