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passed through, the midat et pine and
larch woods whose branches held glit-
tering burdens of freshiy fallen snow.
Prozen rivulets hung in mlk-whlte
rlgidlty from cliffs of Iron-grey lime-
stone. The sky above took on a deep-
er blue; the air they breathed became
momentarlly keener, drier, and more
vltalizing.

"We shan'ýt get near Vhem at Vhs
rate." gru-mbled Meyer, as the cog-
wheel forced the sleigli Up Vhs zlg-zag
rond wlth increaslng labour and de-
crsslng apeed.

"The road la as steep for them as
IV ls for us," retorted Saunders; "wlien
we geV Vo the top of the Madelien
Pass we caahut off our enginies and
coast like Vhe wlnd."

There was another perlod ofsilence,
duaring which Vhe sleigh made fair
progress on Its lowe6t gear. Then
Meyer voiced his Vliouglits:

"What's Cyril goIng Vo do wiVh
Karl?"

"lThere are mor e ways Vhan ons
of killlng a cat," was Saundera' grlm
rejoinder.

"You thinl-"-

id THINK that ILf Vhs boy resista or
' tries Vo escape he will be done
a*ay with. Fürtunately lie las

an old head on young shoulders, and
wll noV attempt the Impossible."

"'Then his life le safe?" sald Meyer.
«'Âs eafe as mine was lu Vhe 'Per-

&Jan VaulVs' yeâterday; as safe as
yours would be to-morrow If Cyril
were Regent. No, hle Inl great dan-
ger, but the Ârch-duke can liardly com-
mit murder under Vhs very eyes of
Vhs boy's moVllsr. I thiuk I ses ths-
situation. Cyril, who, eau play Vhs
partý of the bluff, klndly gentleman,'
lias a story of a plot agains Vhe lad's
MIfe. The ex-Queen, hysteridally emo-

ional, weeping F'il swear, entreats
lier offspring to trust Vhs maligned
Arcli-duke. Kairi, realizing that If IV
ýis nsoessary Vo yield it Is preferable
Vo de so without any show of resist-
ance, meets them hlf-way. The fllght
Vo Wolfsnaden Is commenced. It ls
our part Vo ses that Vhe 3ourney la
never completed."

"If w. don'V go any faster than Vlhis,"
said Meyer, "our part will be only a
piaus aspiration."

"That is an hypothesis we need
,noV equsider," said Saunders cheerily.
"Hers we are aV Vhs top of Vhs Mad-
dieu Pass,"

Adoif changed liii gear, and Vhs
aleigli leaped forward down Vhs
sioooth incline. Then as Vhs gradient
0liarpeued lie shut off Vhe engines,
and Vhe car plunged down the favour
Ing tracle with an exhIlarating rush.
Adoif appllsd his brake 3udiclously
and flrmly as they neared Vhs sharp
bands of Vhs zlgzagglng deseut, re-
leasing It as they swung round Vo a
fresh plece of road, and Ietlng lits
craft rip down Vhe straiglit liks a
wLld Vhing courslng for it life. The
experlexiêe was thilling enough for
Vhs moat jadsd nerves. Even Meyer,
nervoualy grlpping fris seat, his eyes
streamlng wlth water, could noV re.
main Insensible t.o Vhs bracing rapture
of their jolVlug fliglit.

"Ws must be galnlng now," he said.
"There Vhs>' are!" crled Saunders.
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