
C-INADIAN COURIERI.

W Emust neer forget that Paris was once takenby the Germans-and how it was donc. If
there is te be a siege in 1914, it must

be enacted on the saine general principles as
the siege that began on September 19th, 1870.
Bctwccn the first battle at Saarbruck and the lnvcst-
ment of Paris Ia 1870 was seven menths. La that
time 1,100,000 Germans gobbled up 575,000 o! a half-
trained army o! French-at Saarbruck, Spicheren,
Woerth, Gravelotte, St. Privat, Peaumont, Sedan,
Strassburg and Metz. Or rather it took as prisoners
by the faîl o! Metz, Strassburg and other engage-
ments 200,000 French, besides those killed la battle.
Lt rcduccd the effective army o! the French te a
force not much bigger than the flrst British expedi-
tionary force te France la 1914.

Why? Because te begIn with the French army
was net a real mobilizatien, but mercly a muster.
The French had ne machine. The Germans had.
Conscription la France was a'sort o! noblesse oblige
based upon politenessand patrietism. Ail that the
Germai' machine was, the French army was net.
The French were lnspircd by traditions and the, name
of Napoleon held by their Emperor the ThIrd. Thcy
conceived it absurd that Pruséia should dlaim te be
a real military power. What memories had a Prus-
sian? Bah! Re had neyer been a spectacle. Neyer
had Berlin, beeon a centemplated capital of Europe.
Paris had. For seven years Paris had the four
bronze herses with the chariot o! Victery seized by
Napoleon from the gate e! the Brandenburg Thor In
Berlin. The quadriga is now back at the-western
end o! the Unter der Linden.

Since It was absurd for Germany te rank as a mili-
tary power, It was superfluous fer the French te
create a war machine. War was net necessarily
elther heUl or a machxine. Lt was-magnifIcent.
Napoleon hadl made It oc. Vive l'Empereur! Se
wbile Prussia silentiy organizcd,.its machine, down
among the farmheuses of the back Strasses, France
despised mobilizatien sud trusted la Ged. France
was net prepared for war, because France at that
Uie did not know what modern war really was.

The French arrny was la one grand fluster o! con-
centration. The army units were net localized. There
was ne chain o! responsibiiity. Everything was con-
centrated at headquarters, where they had in stock
as much confusion as anything else. -When a re-
servist hurried back te the colours he was sent te a
distant depot conzpany to get his cquipment. lis
was then hurrled back te his regiment, which, ef
course, was close round his own village. What is
called the hýighcr tactical units had ne eff ective peace
organizatien. .An army corps la time of war sud-
denly found ltself 'a mass of inexperienced officers
and men about a trained nucleus held tegether lu
times of peace. The staff and treops ýhad -neyer
worked together. They just mnuddled threugh.. As
long as the tricolour was at'the head and the band
ready te play, what difference? Store depots wcre
large and very few. Rifles and amnunitien and
clothing and boots and ahl the paraph ernalia that
makes the différence bctween a civillan and a soldfier
were massed at centres that could enly be reached
with much time and trouble. Petty details that
should have been left te the military centre officers
had te be refesred te the War Office lit Paris. The
whole organization such as It had beceme was net
only headquartercd at the War Office, but It was
worked eut there Ia detaill w.lth a maximum, ef con-
fusion and a minimum of efficlcncy. The standing
army relnforced by a sudden jumble of civilians
was mobbcd rather than mobilzed te the frontier
when If each mai' had rifle and haversack and boots
he was lucky-ai'd certainly hie did net know
where hie belonged, iwhat hie was expected to do, who
were his réal commanders, and wherc his unit stood.

S 0 France went eut te meet the Germans as a more
or less insplred mob. The mob wasa enly haîf
t.hc size o! the Germai' machine; and It was

net half se efficient. The French army had fine
officers and brave men and a great cause. But the
generals were at loggerbead8 from the start and they
were worse when the war got under way. The
nation itself was divlded. into a Napoleonlc and anti-

This map surrmmarlses the movements of the opposlng forces durlng the month of August. Oroadly, the main Geri
lias sept from cutside BelgiUm, by way of Liege, Brusseis and Namur Into a lins direct north-east of Paris.
Ilttle they have corne nearer to the Frenchi capital, as tihe white squares show. At te end 0f last week they w
twenty-five miles nerth-east. The Allies indicated by the black and white squares) made one reai advancer
tiiet of Mons. Since that, however, they have retired, and re-retired, wlth the Germans lIn pursult on their left
but not s0 mucli In the centre. The fighting In Alsace-Lorraine has been more or leas of a guerlilla character, and

affect the main march to Paris.

PARIS THEN AND NOW
If There is to be a Second Siege, Remember 1870

Napoleonic £action, and it was hoped that the
would bury the hatchets. But before the war
over there was a revolution in France and a
plete change of administration. There wa'
unanimity except of desire. There was n0
chinery. The army was broken up into
divisions operating at random against a fOrc
three armies worlcing In perfect hýarmonY.
Germans massed their umits where they did
most good. The French distributed theirs
they kept out of as rauch harm as possible. '
was no lack of bravery or of spirit. The Freflel
more of it than their focs. There was a si'd
of efficiency, equipment and discipline. The Ge:
officers were a democracy based on efflienCY.
French were an aristocracy based upen ranl<.
French had the better rifle; the Germans the b
use of what they had. Ln artillery the Gerý
had the breech-loader. The French muddled I
with the slow muzzle plugger which., cou1d'
loaded again tlill the smokc had cfcaàred away
the mnut. The French cavalry wcre u sed ln
sional eciuadrons for, magnlfl.cent chargiflg
formances. The Germans used their cavaIrý
screens and s.couting forces just as thcy are
new. The Germans knew preciscly whattheY
expected to do wlth their machine la a progra
The French flung their forces here and there ftC
lng te the mood of the commander or the !InT
of the moment.

Ln brie!, the French army only found itself-
it found ltsclf beaten and its soldiers cooped
Metz an~d Strassburg. Thcy were thrown ifltO a
of defense w-hen they had been the original at
and they used the forts for protection lnstead
attack. The Germans actcd on the offensive.
have doue so In this war. There la nothlflg 11
tb'e German. Ln the war of 1870 everything bu
dItions was new to the French.

La seven months, the Frenchi army was euit
ta a remnant which, when Paris was besiege<
to work to organize a fresh -force o! 750,000 by
script levies under a change o! goverament. A
While the Germans were holding back the iiiail]
of the French army they were concentratlflZ
ewn remnant lu the field upon Paris. TheY
repaling the railways and the tunnels blowfl 1
the French. They were keeplng, open their
and when Paris was, girdled about by a ring Of

mans one man to a pace, wlth 622 fildlt
and the outer forts abandoned because
were incomplete, the Germai' Unes Of
muniques wcre pus-hing back their ar
inta, the Fatherland for supplies, Us!"'
French railwaye te wlthin cight rail
Paris to bring thein up. MeanwhlG,
the siege hadl begun, the Germans force
capitulation o! 'Strassburg. That rele8
large force of Germans and openied a.
raiiway Une to Paris. Metz surreM(
More Germans, were released. The Ge
army was adequately fed outside, whil
French citizens were starvlng withii'.
ger ibecarne as an ally of the field gui'.
in spite of its'armay of levies harassll'
Germans from the rear, was 'doomed ti
And the faîl of Paris, owing tothe F
concentration, meant the fall of Fral

W14 HÀ*âws true in 1870 is true of tl
mans wedglng their *ay to Parl
and la a much bIgger waY.,

was, true c! the Frenchi army at the
of Paris Is not true of the French ari
1914. The French people are solildy 1
as neyer before. The army kos
to expect-from experience. Tlhe fo
tions of Paris are much i'troiger,
numerous sud occupy a much greatel
than they did la 1870. Lt will ti'ke a
army ta, lnvest Paris. The Gerian4

employing the samne tactlcs la illve
that they used In 1870; tbree arrm1e
verglng from as many angles te tt
cally forma a ring about the citY t
mendous siége guns, well forward Di tb
of march for the batterlng ramiaan
superb ar.tllery guns e! the Frelfc»,
deadly "imitrailleuse," the strong-arin
French batteries. The French arlX»<
now split up Inte remnants, as lt
1870. Lt Is a compact mass witli I'l

un the rear, able wlth Brltlshi s15PP
oppose weiglit and resistance te cbe in
tum e! the vast machine pressing frai

A directions upon the city. Wltb thé
W machine weakened by itsdistance fo

'g.o!. supplies, It will be a miracle O! 5
iD warfarë if the Germai' army la able tOd

0 history even se far as being- able t
Paris wlthout actually taking t
Paris should f ail, the war must stll
For iu 1870 there was but one !eC1Il

was Paris.' TJo-day' there ls a secon
la Berlin.

The removal o! the seat of gO'er
mian army from Paris te Bordeaux, though It

Little b>'
erç about panicky ou the surface, la pre-balY

no'vement, precaution. Undoubtedly the Ge1Oa
anderight, gramme-makers expected te terroree

doc flnot by the impact o! the machine.


