
have become sour, cross-grained, and
fault-finding.

Just over three years ago a cab bad
dma" up before the front door of this
aeminary, and from it there had alighted a
tlai gentleman, holding by the band a
amal girl, beautifully dressed, and carryng
a wax doit alinost as big as berseif, with
golden hair and china blue eyes.

The tait gentlemxan had been Mr. Den-
bigb, the amati girl Christine. Altbough
at that time Christine had been only seven
she remembered clearly how deferentiai
Misa Cubbitt had been to lier, father as be
explained that lie was going abroàd for an
indefinite period and was entrusting bis
motherless daughter to bier care.

Christine bad neyer seen hlm since, but
he had writen frequently kind, affectioflate
letters, urging bier to be good and patient
at achool until the happy day arrived wben
lie should come and fetch bier away and
tbey shouid live together.

The last letter was the shortest of ail,
but the one Christine -ei.ed above al

thers, for ini it bier father had state" that,
h. was st arting for home immediately
if al wcnt well, would b. in England within
armonth.

And thien just a week after bie h~4 sailed
the terrible announcementap erinte
Papers thiat the ship hâd gone- down in
mnid-oeeanf andail lives were bast.

Christ me had been summoned to the
drwinlg room and briefly acquainted wth
the dre.,îg(fi1 facts; shewas alsotold that it
Was iirp<e.-4ble for Miss Cubbitt to main-
tain a penniless child, and that an applica-
tion wQjuld be made for bier admittance
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,Christine's Christmas
Written for Wstern Homne Monthly by W. P. Gâhert, Calgary.

~wTWs a dulE December day and very
Io1d, coider indoora than out; no at

*1.tthought littie Christine Denbigh an
bdbusilY dusted the draughtY achoolroDom
cfMn Cubbitt's seminary for young

Ç~ ladies Crti'a aMailround face,
,eyhich looked as though it were mad for

lsand smiles, waa deapondent

btltig heschoolroom was eao

j mbsequentiy examined by Miss Cubbitt,-
fapd if a speck of dust was te bu seen awh~asvere scQding was surto be Se

rusit - hrstne 0odrdrte al~ why Miss Cbbitt, hsemaertwjd-~-joe hd frmrly beS etnsite,
.joud4a h h ous fthree éshor e

into a homne where detitute elidren were
fed, clothed and educated.

This morning Christine had béen again
aummoned to Misa Cubbitt's pr-sence and

tQthat the application for admittance
bad been acoepted and thatashe would bc
iw~eived into thbe ilce nsomon ns possible
after Chriatas. In the meantime Mis
Cubbitt had not refrained from making
ue of the little M an sah. lad beau

moins and to heip to atone the raisins, and
'ýpven several other am»U duties.

At this moment a sharp voice ordered
ber te, hurry up and finish the dUsting1 for
sbe won required. b go to the butcher a i
the née taeL--eL.avinaju hurhat-and Sa
basket, tiie littie gil etfrI Her way
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lay tbrough a veryquiet thoroughfare, and
abarrel aorganb t~ ing to tune Ja

behind atrted ber not a little.The
air was a very gay one, and as Christine
stopped te liaten she began involuntarily
to beat ber feet i time te the music. She
bad aiways been very fond of dancing and
now as the tune.ý merrily proceeded abe
could not resist dancing a few stepa which
she bad invented on tbe spur of the
moment. Having onoce begum, abe found
it bard te stop), snd abe did not cesse until
the sudden gtouvage of the. music made ber
look round quièkly.

The. organ grinder was comrinq omd
ber. '<Sec 'ere, Missy," he saud "that
dancin' o' yourn's ktinder caugi My
fancy. I feels incined te make you an
offer as I wouldnot make to everyr one..
What do you say to coming round wîtb me
to-day and dan h' te -tbe teoner-idjv
0e two -o-n-- - %,every quarter I Mes,
an' yer couldf't flnd btter pay than that
anywheres."t

Christine caugbt ber breath for a
moment. How .deligbtful it wouid b. to
eB£3 berseif for just this on. day! As
soon as Christmas was over sie wouid bc
sent to tbe home for destitutes. There
wpuldbe no opp.ortunity for dancing there,
she knew weil This was ertainly an
opportunity not te bu lost. The bargain
was sealed witbout delay, and sie took up
ber position beside the organ.

But the man bad no intention of remain-
ing where h. wafi. Telling Christine to
follow, he made bis way tbrough .a laby-
rint~h of streets untif they reached a spot
quite unknown to ber. There h. halted

Wlnnipeg, December, 1013.
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