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Winnipeg, D_ecember, 1913.

The Western Home Monthly

Christine’s Christmas

Written for Western Home Monthly by W. R. Gilbert, Calgary.

WAS a dull December day and very
cold, colder indoors than out; so at
least thought little Christine Denbigh as
ghe busily dusted the draughty schoolroom
of Miss Cubbitt’s seminary for young
- ladies. Christine’s small round face,
which looked as though it were made for
dimFles and smiles, was despondent

lay.

b s ting the schoolroom was no easy
task, for every nook and cranny would be
subsequently examined by Miss Cubbitt,
and if a speck of dust was to be seen any-
where a severe scolding was sure. to be the

* result.- Christine wondered rather sadly
why Miss Cubbitt, whose manner towards

~ her had formerly been sweetness itself,
_ghould-in the course of three short weeks

V

have become sour, cross-grained, and
fault-finding.

Just over three years ago a cab had
drawn up before the front door of this
seminary, and from it there had alighted a
tall gentleman, holding by the hand a
small girl, beautifully dressed, and carrying
a wax doll almost as big as herself, with
golden hair and china blue eyes.

_The tall gentleman had been Mr. Den-
bigh, the small girl Christine. Although
at that time Christine had been only seven,
she remembered clearly how deferential
Miss Cubbitt had been to her father as he
explained that he was going abroad for an
indefinite period and was entrusting his
motherless daughter to her care.

Christine had never seen him since, but
he had written frequently kind, affectionate
letters, urging her to be good and patient
at school until the happy day arrived when
he should come and fetch her away and
they should live together. '

The last letter was the shortest of all,
but the one Christine doved above all
others, for in it her father had stated that
he was starting for home immediately

. if all went well, would be in England within

a month,

And then just a week after he had sailed
the terrible announcement appeared in the
Papers that the ship had gone down in

’ mid-occun and all lives were lost.

7 Christine had been summoned to the
drawing room and briefly acquainted with
the dreadful facts; she was also told that it
was impossible for Miss Cubbitt to main-
tain a penniless child, and that an applica-
tlon would be made for her admittance

AR

| en]

into a home where destitute children were
fed, clothed and educated. ~

This morning Christine had béen again
| summoned to Miss Cubbitt’s pr:sence and
told that the application for admittance
had been accepted, and that she would be
veceived into the Home as soon as possible
after Christmas. In the meantime Miss
Cubbitt had not refrained from making
use of the little girl, and she had been
despatched on errands; ordered to dust-the
rooms and to help to stone the raisins, and

ven several other small duties.

At this moment a sharp voice ordered
her to hurry up and finish the dusti ;for
she was required to go to the butcher’s in
the next street. “Having %ot her hat and a
basket, the little girl set forth. Her way

The songster rendering sweet melody to the hungry squirrels ~
lay through a ver{)quiet'thomughfare, and

a barrel organ bursting into tune )lgl;st
behind startled her not a little. e
air was a very gay one, and as Christine
stopped to listen she began involuntarily
to beat her feet in time to the music. She
had always been very fond of dancing, and
now as the tune.merrily proceeded she
could not resist dancing a few steps which
she had invented on the spur of the
moment. Having once begun, she found
it hard to stop, and she did not cease until
the sudden stOpﬁge of the music made her
look round quickly.

The: organ grinder was coming towards
her. “See ’ere, Missy,” he said, “that
dancin’ o’ yourn’s kinder caught my
fancy. I feels inclined to make you an
offer as I wouldn’t make to every one.
What do you say to coming round with me
to-day and dancin’ to-the toons? - I'd give
yer two cents on every quarter I makes,
an’ yer couldii’t find better pay than that
“anywheres.”

Christine caught her breath for a
moment. How .delightful it would he to
herself for just this one day! As
soon as Christmas was over she would be
sent to the home for destitutes. There
would be no opportunity for dancing there,
she knew well. )
opportunity not to be lost. The bargain
was sealed without delay, and she took up
her position beside the organ.

But the man had no intention of remain-
ing where he wa8. Telling Christine to
follow, he made his way through-a laby-
rinth of streets until they reached a spot

quite unknown to her.

This was certainly an |-

There he halted |
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Victorian

- Tunisian

ALLA

. Royal Mail Steamers.
- Christmas Sailings " ™"
Halifax-Liverpool Service
St. Johmmvu;ooi ‘Sorvloo

Winter Sailings

Halifax-Liverpool Service

ALSATIAN (new 18,000 tons) Jan. 3rd Pretorian . Jan, lst
Tonisisn ..o oo we .. oJ8RCITER Tonien "o, e.i? % o Jan, 15th
Corsican .. .. .. .. Jan,24th Scandinavian .. .. .. Jan,20th
St. John.-Liverpool Service Boston.Glasgow Service
Corsican e na Dec. 24th Scotian o Van on Dec. 25th
Grampian Dec.31st Sicilian T b .. Jan, 8th
Virginian ie oo Jan. Tth .- *Numidian* .. .. . Jan, 22nd
)\ RESERVE BERTHS EARLY
F or rates, reservation of berths, eto., apply to railway agent, or 4
. ' W. B. ALLAN, General Western Agent, Winnipeg

N LINE

‘“The Popular Pioneer Line’’

' Poftland-Glasgow Service
Dec. 20th Tondgh <5 sl Tl Dec 13th
Boston-Glaggow Service via Halifax
Dec. 10th Hesperian .. - .« .. Deec,11th

Portland-Glasgow Service

e

I
Eastern

Excursions
December 1st to-31st

Return Limit
3 Months

Stop-overs
-East of
Fort William

Through Trains

. Standard Sleepers

Tourlst Sleepers

Dining Cars PROVINCES.
Daily from Winnipeg at
- e T e Culiln
o o "
'8' " k A. C. SHAW, I.A.MacDONALD, J.E. PROCTOR, R. DAWSON

2 ’.25 k Gen.Pass.Agt. Dis. Pass. Agt. Dis. Pass. Agl. . Dis. Pass, Agt.
Winnipeg Brandon Regina V'Cnlny ¢
: —

VIATHE
Canadian
~ Pacific
" Rallway

: F7, ;
First class round trip fares from Winnipeg to

RIS BN $40,00

uormaw, oy, $45.00 ||
ST. JOHN, uonc'ron' $59-30 :
. $63.45

Corresponding fares from all stations Port
Arthur to Calgary, Alta., and Midway, B.C.,
and to all stations east of Port Arthurin

ONTARIO, QUEBEC AND MARITIME

\

HALIFAX -

WESTERN

FREE

For selling 12 High Grade Articles
of Jewellery for us at
Sell like hot cakes.

YOU.
send usour $3.00 and we will send
you immedia
' premiums. .

P.O. Box 440

250. each,
TRUST

Send today, When sold

tely either of these

HOME - SPECIALTY - CO.
VANCOUVER, B.C. '
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