
12 Poetry and Poem$ of Alfred Stafford.

My oonveraation low uopolished till,
Tempt, not my mind to p«H beyond my will.A tnok may hold a surfaoe touched with

oil

Of many color* touched in rainbow lines ;Whilit neath the tcum upon thia flattered
pool,

Stagnation in but water could prevail.

Ye come and beg me go and act the fool.
Becau e my surface speech deficient is ;But underneath my treasure is secure
lieyond the guess of all who seek to know
Xmibation can but wield itself tubes
And beat against ray rock a hollow sound.
Until the mind which now with eaie
Stands up in pride, for well he thinks
Knowledge and truth crieth out with power.

Definitions.

I

Poetical development is yet in its in-
fancy, and Its progressive channels are asnumerous as our future extension 6t life.

II

Poetical genius is the ideal power of Ian-

atruoti
"""*'' *'' "* •P'"">»1 oun-

III

That the faculties of the true poet areagut rrom God is a fact undisputable.

IV

iJ!}^^ *' ?' !?*'*''•" • **y mother is the
invisible church of God.

ina^i'* "V '**'"'i • **^ '*^'>«'- *• the liv.

hi-*
Hia word my food and Hiaapirit

thereof my materials of comfort.
What is a son ? A son is a beinir sovern-ed by the light of direct obedience.

*

r„S*''fK* •'•"K'^ter ? A daughter is a soulrobed in the finer and more beautiful charmsof nature to attract the admiration and at-tention of man in order to promote the com-bined growth of flesh and spirit and re-generation of life. Two souls thus formedrepresent the children of God.
There is a promise of snstenanoe unknown

in power, which no natural poet can

sweetest rliyme ; sound and style is not thehighest .eotiment, neither is sentiment of

riv" '"food:*""'*
""""•"« from the great

Let thy peace be as the peace ofanirela.
continual and abiding within the 3ost
receptacles of the heart.

f«1St!I"*°°"^°^*PP'*°" ""l"''' that whichfollows some high and worthy effort.
Clouds and sunshine mingle before the ad-vanoe of prosperity.

^
Sweet thought to praise will lengthen

Take up thy cross.
Thyself I mean.

And bear it for the Lord
;

Think not of dross
Excuse to screen

Thyself from truth His word.

Thy actions speak.
If not thy tongue,

That truth which >e well feel
When truth we seek
Thy head is hung

To think not words of weal.

Questions and Answere.

Oialoerues of Thought.

is a soul
What is a mother ? A mother

gifted with the love of God.
What ia a father T A father is the neces-

sary being who supplies the solid faod, and
materials of comfort ; whilst a mother

Who are my most popular authors ? God
His fdithful followers, disciples and mini-
sters.

VVhat is conversion? Conversion is a
oontinous and permanent change oralter-

fr^m
•.?'"^"'« ^ * ?."?'•"* transformation

fc I rT lu * •''a*'" "'«• " from allfleshy lusts to the purity and development
of the spiritual elements.

v^^^^t 'u? ^'"' • '''he WWe is simply abook, the highest and most complete of allclassic, having God as its author. His we'dM Its truth, perfection as iu inspiraUoL.His spirit as its power for sanotifioation andbounamg throughout with endless stow, ofknowledge, wisJom, and instruction neoes-aary for a proper enlightenment .^ndinjt toa speedy development in the study of man-

a^H hil!lfi?ll''° P"'P''.«*'y '" order to lift upand benefit the condition of fallen man andt^ guide him out of the path, of demorali,-

people
If sue!


