
8 23rd OCTOBER. A. 1873

The Honorable the Speaker oommanded the Gentleuak Usher of the Black Rod to
proceed to the Hous3 of Commons and acquaint that louse-" It in Ris Excellency's
pleasure they attend him immediately in this House."

Who, being come, with their Speaker,
Ris Excellency the Governor General was pleased to opentlhe Session by a gracious

speech to both House..

Honorable Gelemen cd £5 Senate,

Gn<lemen of the Houm of Oomnoe,

In acoordance with the intimation given by me at the close of last Session, I
have caused Parliament to be semmned at the earliest momont after the reoeipt of the
Report of the Conimissioners appointed by me to enquire iuto c3rýain matters connected
with the Canadian Pacifo Railway.

The evidence obtained under the Commission deserves careful consideration. The
Report will be laid before Parliament, and it will be for you thon to determine whether
it can b. of any assistance te you.

A Bill for the Consolidation and Amendment of theI Lawa in foice in the several
Provinces relating to the representation of the People in Parliam t will again be nu>
mitted to you. B3y.the postpouement of ittis, m uttre pfroti lut PgLon, yon will have
the advantage of including in its provisions the Province of Prince Xcoard Island, now
happily unied to Canada.

The Cana"(an Pacif Railway Company, to whom a Royal Charter was granted,
have, 1 regret to say, been unable to make the financial arrangaments neoessary for the
construction of that great undertaking. Ihey have therefore exectited a aurrender of
thoir Charter, which has been accepted by me.

You will, I trust, feel yourselves called upon to take steps to secure the early com-
mencement and vigorous prosecution of the construction of that Railway, and thus to
carry out, in good faith, the arrangement made with the Province of BritiMA Columbia.

A measure for thi purpose wil be submitted fr yottr consideration.
The extension of the bounds'of the Dôminin hai chused a corresponding inorease in

the work of administration, and seems to call for additional assistance in Parliament as
well as in Executive Government. A Bill on this subject will be laid before you.

Your attention will be invited tothe sonsideration of a Bil for the establishment of
a General Court of Appeal.

Measures relating to our navigable waters and to the Inspaoà&on Laws, will b. laid
before you ; as also, a Bll for the establishment of a Dominion lloard of Agriculture.

The subject of the law relating to insolvency will neoeI* y engage your attention.
The efforts made by the several Provinces, as well as by the Dominion, to encourage

immigration, have met with success, and a large nunber of valuable settlers has been
added to our population. I do not doubt that you will continue your liberal aid to ths
important object.

Genlemen qf the Hou ofCommon,-

. I have directed hat the accounts of the past'Afnaunoia year shal be tad ,bebr you,
The prfsperou condition of our inances continues, andthe iwunàihe beenguffcient to
meet ait ehis upoit.

The stîmMt. for'the ensuing year will be laidbefor,you. They have Ien prepared
with due regardto eoonomy as well as to the efeioiency oèthe u"e uê?iqe ; and i trust
thattihe supplies, whieh ae necmssary, will be grantad taoon*(uio, tolihe
Pe"P1 .•


