
PAPERS- RELATIN'G TO- THE
To the reproach intended to be conveyed by the petiioner, as having pomtaa

an act to irquire and try, in any district of the province, crimes aid offèms co.
mitted in apy district without the limits of the organized populatain of the poxiuMe,
I am *appy in the occasionto refer your Excellency Io a short history of thatIhL

In the forty-third year of His Majesty, an Act passed the Impeial Pareùra n
giving conditional jurisdiction to the court of this province to try ofiences CoeMi d
in the Indian territories, without the limits of Upper andLower Canada. I wa
not.until 18 1 7 that any ipjial was made under this statute, whe iarous charges
against many individuals were transumitted under the seal of Lower Canad cSe-
formiably to the provisions ofthe said statute, to be inquirdl of and tried in' ti
province.

A vast extent of Indian territory, inhabited only by Indians and their fers,
lies within tie limits of this province, % bich are not precisely known, ani diicuWe ,
were apprehended on the question of jurisdiction.

A bill was introduced'into the legislativescouncil, to relieve us fromn the expected
embarrassments ; this bill was referied to the thrSe Judges, discussed, amndent ani
approved by them,'passed the legislative council, but was not returnedibat sesxi.
The House of Assembly having considered the bill during the recess, it was sent up
at the next session as bavmizg onginated in the Housé of Representatirew and pasise
the council, and received the Royal assent. Such a course seems inemptible with
the suggestions in the petition, that your Excellency and the other brances of the

Legisiature were surprized.

With respect to the construction put upon the bill by the Chief Justice, and Sea-
plained of by the petitioner, I am at a loss to discover t what he liadt na g -es.
tion upon this bill bas yet been agitated to cali for construction. At theassies fur
the.home district, a bill of indictment was found against the Eadr of Sekî te
petitioner, and many others, for a conspiracy ; the process of tbe court was payed
qupon filing the bill, and surgeon Allan, having attended the courtuardan f
certain civil actions at Nii Prim, applied tu the court to be adsiited to boilaMd
traversed the indictment to the next session' Upon the question of ail, ii appeared
to the court, fum the detail& of the overt acts chrged in the indicmenat, s read t

'the traverser, that the bail should not be light, and it directed £,uooo for the
traverse, and £.500 for each two sureties ; which last, by the xidgenace of the
tourt and prosecutor, was admitted to be subdivided, to suit the cunnrans ofte
traverser.

Your Exçelleney ilil perceive, that in all this no occasion was offkred on eiter
side to discuss thé legality of the proceeding; and as the traverser baed sel at bis
sideé the court had no cause to presume any doubt, to fora any consttmruo or pro.-
nounce any opinion upon the Act undeg which the idictment is alleged to bave beta
foimd. Any question of expediency or propriety in bringing forward the preetim
n that shape, was for the consideration of the Attorney General and not fr thet
:ourL- I am grateful to your Excellency for the early coamunicatin of tbis and

ethe former letter, and shall ever beso, for occasion to account for myconduet in an
of the various relations in which I stand with vour Excellency, the Cowanthe
public, conscious of no motive but duty, for my actions as a magistrate, a late,
and executive counsellor.

- aI hve the honour, &c.

His Excellencv Sir'P.-Maitland. u ?
Lieut. Governor, &c.

Inc1osure May'it please your Excellency,. York, March u Sth;1Sw.
in SNi Atland's, t bave perused the petition of Mr. John Allan, and the affidavit accoanying
of 3d April à819. it which I am to thank your Excellency for submitting to me; and t» assit our

Excellency in forming an opinion on the miatters they relate t, I will gea sort
account of the facts, with which I am necessariy conversant, xespectng the pMoeS..
cution of John Allan.

Some time last Spring, I think late in A pril, the agents of the North-estctn.a!
pany and their counsel, placed in my handt, as Crovn otlicer, a great nus of te
mony, consihting partly of documents in the hand-writing of the accused, andt

'Of contradiction, en'd partly of depositions of a great numaber of witneses tu tt
wich they i ere ready to substantiate, by viva mc esidence in a court ofJustice.

éSo


