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© Julius Caesar.” The lecture was, as might bo
oxpected interesting and most instructive and
was listened to with deep interest by those who
were privileged to hear it,

The ninth annual meeting of the Montreal
Diocese Woman’s Auxiliary is being heldas we
go to press. It commenced on the 19th of Fob-
ruary with Holy Communion in the Cathedral
at eleven &. m,, with an address by the Lord
Bshop. This was followed by lunchoeon in the
Synod Hall, the Association meeting for business
at half past two in the afternoon, when the
President’s address was delivered and reports
of the officers and of the junior branches wers
read, followed by the election of officers, On
Tucsday evening a public missionary mecting
was held in the Synod Hall at which it wus an-
nounced that the Rev. J. Cooper Rebinson, s
missionary from Japan, would deliver a lecture,
illustrated with lime light views, The order of
proceedings for the second day embraced the
reading of city and country branch reports ;
Paper upon “ How to maintain the interest in
the country branches, by Mrs. G. Stevons,
Waterloo;” * Our Indian Homes,” by Mrs, Roe;
¢ Another Pioneer Canadian Bishop,” by Miss
MceCord; and reports of the diiferent com
miltees; and from five to seven p. m. reception
to delegates and their friends.

 Piorese of Torento.

Porr Hore.—Trinity College Schonl building
was destroyed by fire between Suturday night
and Sunday morning, Feb, 10. The fire origi-
nated about half-pasi eleven on Saturday night
in & room occupied by one of the musters, and
speedily the whole interior was enveloped in
flames. Most of the contents wern saved but in

a damaged condition, The greater part of the
Boys' Library was destroyea, but the more
valusble GGeneral Library was saved. The main
building destroyed coutuined the class-rooms,
dormitories, ete., and was four stories in height.
The chapel was also destroyed. Itadjoined the
main building and was one of the most chaste
and beautiful of its style in the Dominion. The
windows were of stained glass artisticully de-
signed, and several of them memorials., The
walls of the College, which were strongly built,
are intact, a8 also the interior cross walls for
the most part. In spite of the fuct thut the
boys were all in bed when the fire broke out,
and that the flames spread rupidly, everyone of
the 150 pupils and also the employees escaped
in sufety and are now quartered in houses ir
the town. The total value of the school pro-
perty, including land, buildings and equipments
was $100,000. The buildings were worth $62,-
000 ; school furniture, $13,800; chapel fittings,
$3,000, and organ $1,200. The insurance upon
the whole amounted to $45,000. The work of
the school will not be interrupted, as another
building has been secured for the prosent.

At St. John’s, Port Hope, at the anniversary
service Sunday week the preacher of the duy
was the Rev. Dr. Mockridge, of Toronto. The
Rovs, Rural Dean Creighton, of Curtwright,
and C. Smith, of Lindsay, also took part in the
services, During the course of his remarks,
Dr. Mockridge referred to the beauty of St.
John’s church and to the enviable reputation
of the congregation as to contributing to mis-
sionary work.

The Port Hope Weekly Guidesays that offers
have been made from various towns since the
destruction of Trinity College School for its lo-
cation there. One place, it is said, guaranteed
a bonus of -$40,000. ~ It has been definitely de-
termined, however, to continue it at Porv Hope,
and the St. Lawrence Hull has beeu leased for
the purposes of ite school.

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND: ITS
NATIONAL CLAIMS.

By tae Rev, soux CurnLEN. Vicar oF Rap-
CLIFFE ON-TRENT,

We have seen in our first chapter that the
Church of England was founded here by Chris-
tian missionarien in early Christian times. She
was founded in -her integrity as to discipline
and doctrine. During all the centuries of her
eventful history she adhered tc tha% form of
Church government which she first received,
and which swas primitive and Apostolic. At
the Reformation she throw off those doctrines
which had been forced upon her by the corrupt
Chureh of Rome, and returned to ber primitive
fuith, but she retained her form of Episcopal
Government. As the National, Primitive, and
Apostolic Church of England, therefore, sho
cluims the allegiance of every soul in this
country. If she has faults or defects lot them
be remedied, but let no man dissent from her
until she is proved unorthodox, and no true
branch of the Catholic Church. She exalts the
Holy Scriptures above all human writers ; she
reveres antiquity ; she is an othodox branch of
the Universal Church of Christ; sheis the only
Chureh in Eugland that can, by right of her
history and descent, be calied the Nationnl
Church. To dis-ent from her is to canse a
chinm in the Church of Christ.

Weo can never hide from ourselves the truth
that schism is & sin. Itis condemned in the
stroungest toxms in the New Testament. Beforo
méen dissent from the Apostolic Mational Church
of the cuuntry where they live, they should
have grave reasons for it, and even then they
should see that the Church which they found in
its place, or side by side with it, bo Scriptural,
Apuostolic, and according to the primitive order
in doetrine and discipline,

Why, then, it maay be arked, did some
Churches at the Reformation, and proviously,
the Greek Church, separate from the Church of
Romo? Simply for the reasoms (1) that they
should never huve come urnder her control and
(2) because the Church of Rome assumed an
authority which never beionged to ber, und
taught fulse doctrines not to be found in the
Word of God. Every National Church shonid
be governed by its own laws after the New
Testument and Apostolic models, and the
Chureh of one nation or kingdom should not as-
sume authority over those of other nations or
kingdoms.

As well might the King of Italy assume
authority over the nations which comprised
ancient Rome, on the piea that his capital city
and the seat of his government is Rome, as the
Bishop of Rome to assume authority over all
National Churches because higsee ia in Rome, As
a matter of fact the Pope did so, but that was
in the dark ages, IJew persons or naticus now

. would admit either his or the King of [taly’s

claims to such authority. Wise men can atford
to smile at such childish and vain assumplions.

Hvery National Church deriving its orders
from the Apostles and its doctrines from the
Bible is a true Church, The Church ot England
claims to be such & true, Scriptural und ortho-
dox Church, a5 we muy learn from her formul-
aries, artisles, and homilies: see for instance,
the Creeds, the Prayer for all conditions of men,
the service for Ash-Wednesday, Articles xix,,
xx, xxiii., xxxjv,, etc,

By attentive study of the Gospels, Acts,
Apostolical Epistles, and ihe Book of the Revel
ation we obtain clear views, both of the Creed
and the order of every branch of the Church
which was in union with the Apostolic Church
of Jerusalem,

That was the mother Church, and the model
after which every other true Church. was

formed, zod settled, and established. By this
s‘andard we measure the claim of any society
pretending to be & Christian Church. By its
faithfulness in ** keeping the ordinances as the
Apostles delivered them to us,” or by 1ts unfaith-
fulness in departing from them, must the claims
of every Church stand or fall.

The original Church of Jerusalem erred and
departed from the faith, and Christ, the Great
Head of the Church, removed her candlestick,
and so her light woent out in darkness, as has
that of many of the Apostolical Churches, but
some of the branches remain., Among these
branches there may be, and there ought to be,
union and communivn ; but if these are to be
purchased by the sacrifice of truth, it is clear
that only the scriptural and orthodox branches
of the “ Cutholic Chnrch " can be * ono.”

In our nineteenth article wa have both a de-
finition of what the Chureh is and also a declar-
ation that certain Churches have crred both in
their living and manner of ceremonies, as well
an in matters of faith, Until such Churches
purge themselves from their errors we cannot
be one with them.

The Churzh of England purified herself at the
Reformation, and so became one of the. if not
the, purost Churches of Christendom. But this
blossed reformation was not effected without
some mischievoas results, Some men were not
sincere in their desire for reformation,.and
some would not submit te the anthority of the
Church, Their faces had been ground so long,
and their mnds had beon kept in such vile
thraldom 8o long, by the Church of Rome that
the rebound was disastrons in the extreme,
Such men refused to submit to the authority of
any Church. Every fanatie interpreted the
Scriptures after his own fancy,and, as is alwaya
the cuse, the most ignorant were the niost
positive in their opinions. They were possess-
ed neither of learning, nor judgment, nor
modesty, and the result was * sects " professing
ing the grossest errovs.

There were, on the other hand, meu of piety
and learning whose zeal carried them too far
in the line of populur error, and in many in-
stances they guve consent to what their better
judgment conderaned,

Of this period a recent writer hus said¥*;
“Thus, before the Church of England could be
settled again upon the old Apostolic precepts
upon which it was originally founded, various
sects and partivs had been formed ufter fancies
of their own, dissenting from thedoctrine of the
Church, or from its polity and worship, and ac-
knowledging no anthority in its Bishops or
Councils, The civil government having been
instrumental in effecting the Reformation, in
securing & remuant of its former possessions to
the Church, after plundering the greater part,
and in regulating the ritual and mode of publie
worship, claimed uwow the right of inlerfering
with its discipline ; and in protecting the lib-
erty of the sects, unwittingly encouraged them
in hostility against the established order. The
moral influgnee which alone true Christianity .
asserts over the belief and conduct of men had
feeble power upon those who had recently es-
caped Lhe irresistible persuasion of the fire and
the rack. An insuwordinate temper, rejecting
all control, soon exalted 1tself in rebellion
against the authority of the Crown, the Law,
and the Church, and acknowledged no allegi-
unce but such a8 they might at their own plea-
snre adopt. Then followed the ruin of both
Church and State amid the horrors of civil war,
As o national institution the Church was extinct
in England. But not extinct wherever the few
faithtul souls met together in peril, holding fast
the creed and worship of their fathers, and re-
fused to renounce their traditional connocction
with the persecuted Christians of Apostolic
times, at the command of men who without
Scripture example, or ancient descent, or pre-

*Rev. G, F. Goddard.




