
THE PULPZT AN?) ENJGLSHL SCIWLARSHIP.

But iearning by rote the names and definitions wvhich, make up
the so-caiied " gramnmars" wvill neyer enab!1; the student to have
a clear idea of the nature of that woncierful thing, an E.nglishi
sentence. Neither wvill the study of sentences in any othier
language serve the purpose, for no other language furnishes
sentences like our oivn. It wvouId be just as reasonable to try to
learn the structure of the horse by studying that of the mule.
I fre.ely admit that one's insight into the nature of his ovni Ian-
guage may be improved by giving himi another to compare it wvith;
but the new language. must be the coinplement: of his own, not
a substitute for it. he best of ail ways to learin Inglish is to
study. English, and this statement is as true and as significant
from the scientific as it is from the practical standpoint.

Nor is the taskc of investigating the nature of the Englishi
sentence one of trifling magnitude or difflculty. As ail the
subtieties and idiosyncrasies of thouglit reproduce themselves
with the utmost fidelity in the language which embodies it, the
variety of sentences is practicably unilimited. The arrange-
ment of this vast mass of apparently capricious expressions in an
orderlywvay under formai categories is as difficuit as the classifi-
cation of plants and animais, or the reduction of matter under
chemnical laws. No subject lends itself more perfectly to induc-
tive investigation than does the E nglish scntence, and none
affords either a better intellectuai discipline, 'or a more useful
practical training.

How words whichi of themselves inake no statement caii be so
used as to make one ; wvhat different forms the sentence assumcs
at the wvill of its author; into whiat functionai elements it resolves
itseif when it is analyzed; wvhat flic various duties are xvhich wvords,
phrases, and clauses performn in the makzing of assertions; and
wliat the explanation is of ecd of tliose idiomatic expressions
which percmptorily refuse to bc classed under ordinary gramm-a-
tical categories-these are sone of the questions to wliicli the
scientific student of language on its grammatical side must fiiid
answvcrs. Nor can lie stop liere, for hie will soon find tlhat the
English sentence w'as flot always iii its nature what it nowv is, and
the further back he goes in the lîistory of the language thc
greater the unlikeness. In seekcing an explanation. of this plieno-
menon lie enters the field of lîistorical gramm-ar, whiclî is enior-


