
unaniniity was made neccssary ini the verdict ofa&jury. A The law of arl.itration was extended to the 'courts with

fcw years afterwards the courts wcre cnnblcd by st.atutc te ail the advantages and without the technicalities of pric-

attach the personal property of abscondingroino tice used iii the superior courts. 2nd. The appointment

conccaled debtors, to nnswe- daims to ten pounds agairist af a Board of Judges was autborised, with power to iiiake

them; executors and zdministrators were speciaily autbo- a uniformn set of rules regulating the practice of the courts

rised te sue, and rendercd liable to suits upon causes of se- for use in al' the couritics in Upper Canada. The fears en-

tion within the jurisdiction (12 Vie. chap. 19) and this t.ertained resl ecting the original power te make miles (each

snd the previous statute contained several provisions re. jjudge for bir. 'wn county) that different minds brought to

lative te procedure. 1beur oa the ane matter would witbout conference or i nter-

A measure was introduced by the lon. J. S. Macdonald, co)mmunication produce varicd resuit8, different codes of

in 1850, which resulted in the aet 13 & 14 Vie. cap. 53. practice ini the counties, proved to be correct, and in vcry

It consolidated the tbrec statutes in force regulating the; few counties was procedure cxactly the saine. This evil

courts, and gave themn new and greatly enlargcd powers. was remedied uvder the enac±ment referred tn, and the

These were, cbîefly, an inecascd generai jurisdiction to board of Jude-es appointed,* framed general miles wbich,

twenty.five pounds upon contracts, and ten pounds Il in tort1 sanctioned by the judge of the superior courts, came into

te personal chattels," a sumrnary power te adjudicate upon operation on lst October, 1854, with a statutory obli-

claims made by third parties on property seized undcr pro- gation. Tbey are stili in force. This net, the work of

cess of tbe courts, an authority te examine judgmcnt debtors 31r. Attorncy-General Richards, aidcd largely the design

with a view to the enforcement of such satisfaction as the of the courts te secure specdy, cheap, and substan-

debwr was enabled to give, and fur the punishuicut of frdud Lis.l jwstice, combined with uniformn and sound principies

-provisions for the revival of judgments in case of the of administration. The statute 18 Vie., cap. 125, further

deatb of the parties, for the removal of causes to the supe- enlarged the jurisdiction by enabling defendants to besan-

rnom courts, for enabling a judgment te be made availab!e moned front any part of Upper Canada te the court diqi-

in certain cases against the debtor's lands, for enlarging the! Sien in whîch the cause of action arose, and this as of right

remedy under writs of execution, and for further facili- and witbout sny leave firam the court.

tating relief against officers sud their sureties ; ail these in~ And, in aid of this new jumisdictiou, the set made pro-

their original shape or in modified form, are continued to vision for a judgment obtained ir. one county being

the present day. enforcedl in another, for a writ of execution could neot be

Some of the provisions of this statute, the power te ex- executed out of the limita of the judicial district in wbich

amine judgment creditors (the 91st clause) and the exten- it iSsued.

sive range of ereutions, fur instance, have been much oh- Without referring te certain sets ripou other subjects,

jeeted te of lite yeams, but on the wbole the changes made which contained provisions affecting in some degree the

by Mr. Macdonald's set continue to bie regarded with fa powers of the courts, the next statute relating te the courts

vour by those who use the courts. lis the 22 Vie. cap. 33, wbich was introduced by Mr.

Under 4 & 5 Vie., the magistrates in Quarter Sessions Attorney-Generai J. A. Macdonald.

had set off their severai counties into Court Divisions By It was for "lthe Abolition of Imprisonnient for Debt."

this Act (of 1850), these divisions were preservcd with! The clauses of this statute whieh appcrtained to the Divi-

their existing l imits, but the continued power to decinre: Sion Courts met objections which had been urged te the

and appoint divisions was exercised in several counties. 1 lJudgrnent Summons" clauses.

The set 1Gth Vie., cap. 177, again enlarged the juris- i It was complained that these clauses bad been greatiy

diction as wcll as improved the procedurc in many parti-: abused by creditors, and the power conferred by then used

culars, snd emedied certain defects in the existing law,, against debtors for the purpose of oppression and nnnoy-

and besides contained sevcral provisions conducive to sub- ance. To remedy this, %Ir. J. A. 3laedonald'ii meusure

stantial justice, snd te chcapness in administration. It provided that no party sbould bc comînitted to gaol for de-

met the difficulty respecting dlaims by landiords for ment; fault in attendance, uniess twice summoned, or the Judge

due, when tenant's gooda seized on dcmisedl premises, pro- ia aife hthsnnatednews'ifi u fi
viding for the interest of botb landiord and exeution cre- appeared that the debtor wns improperly sutnmoucd, he

ditor, and exteuded the law of interpîcader te such dlaims. was cntiùlcd te compensatiop for bis trouble and attendance.

It facilitited the speedy determination by a jury o! contro-- -___ ___

vemted facts; uaomeovcm, by thisacSt two entirely uew cIe- Tb* "e apoit %e,,ad~I aIc,<o.CbI.ui
a d O*ReiIIy, (sinc,, rutgx.od). Thé nules wcre mace the 25th of Juc@. 1831k and

Ments wcre incorpomated with the local law courts. lat ~ ~ j t o 5 toJI ccIg
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