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[Vor. VI, N. 8.—91

Tue FrexcH Bar.

{:::We anything beyond the amount fixed by
Were . J0m time to time further regulations
° made with respect to the duties of advo-
re ®S, and it is almost amusing to read the
rléeifted recommendations and injuctions ad-
P]e::i?d to the advocates to be brief in their
faul 'N8s, prolixity having been cvidently a
eirr th the Bar of France atall times in
of f" hlstory. The litnitation as to the amount
€es seems soon to have fallen into disuse,
% find that in 1453 the advocates were re.
Mmended to be moderate in their fecs. One
timge’ Which obtains in England at the present
theef Namely, the signature of counsel under
jeet ¢ marked upon their briefs, was the sub-
10 “Watter of an ordinance in the time of Henry
iﬂciﬁand forms the occasion of a memorable
With e0t.  The king enjoined the Bar to write
their own hands beneath their signatures
Mount of fees they received. The Bar
& to obey the injunction, and in truth
“Uted it ag an insult, and to show their de-
::“ned _hostility went in_a body to lay-
]llnt: their functions, declaring that they vo-
math, Tily abandoned the profession of advocate
ou, T than obey a law injurious to their hon-
all . 0ur hundred and seven advocates in
Nang U8 solemnly protested against the ordi-
' a?i When the Parliament met there were
Stang Vocates to plead and justice was ata
is SUIL  In the end the Bar succeeded.
dige; ‘]3_ a very strong instance of the internal
ﬁleirp ine of the French Bar, and of loyalty to
any Order, and affords, perhaps, the first ex-
we o recorded of a strike. Be this as it may,
resol()“bt if the Bar here would ever act as
Utely or 50 completely in union.
te,.m“' 8uthor thus describes what may be
®d the organization of the profession.

“
By, From 8 pretty early period in its history the
by bof Paris was accustomed to arrange itself
e ®ches, in order that its members might
Werg ‘l" confer more easily. These benches
Justiop aced in the great hall of the Palais de
‘dy%e Orir the adjacent galleries. In 1711, the
Wep, a €8, former]y divided into eleven beunches,
nlmoan'ﬂl{ged in twelve. The first was composed
Plag, ®atirely of seniors, and a few seniors were
Whop, 2t the head of each of the others, after
the dmcamﬁ the younger members, according to
Orgy, ite of their admission into the order. This
pel‘fecsuho“» however, was found to be very im-
101 447 20d in 1780 the fifth bench contnined
men'VOca'tes, the seventh nine, and the eighth
twelgy, While the tenth had ninety-five, and the
ten.  In 1781, a reform took place, and
°°nta'n-er Was divided into ten columns, each
Solup, 10 from fifty to sixty advocates. Each
elected two depnties, whose functions
&4, °T two Yyears, and who might be re-elect-
‘long w.ese deputies from the different columns,
i 1th the former presidents of tae Bar, con-
engy, ":te Sonneil of the order, elected its presi-
ipling ched over its roll, and maintained its
reg The advocates were further divided
Plﬂ&der ¢ classes—listeners (avocats ecoutants),
Yocateg (\2V0Cals plaidants), and consulting ad-
(avocaty consultants). According to the
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ancient practice, the young licentiate from the
University was presented to the court by one of
the seniors of the Bar, and the president admin-
istered to him the oath to observe the laws, which
he took standing upright, in his gown, with un-
covered head, and right hand uplifted ; in short,
the ceremony of the oath seems to have been
very similar to that at present observed at the
Bcotch Bar. A minute of the taking of the oath
was then drawn up and signed by the senior, or,
as he was termed in the olden times, the god-
father of the young jurist. After taking the
oath, the advocate might assume the gown, but
he had not yet the right of pteading. e enter-
ed upoa a period of protation, calied le atage,
which, by a-decree of May, 1751, was extended
to four years. Upon the lapse of this period, his
pame was inscribed in the roll of advocates upon
the report of one of the chiefs of his benech or
column. The pleaders (avocats plaidants) were
highly respected, and had the right, not only of
appearing in the Courts of Parliament, but also
in all the inferior” judicatories. The mutual ex-
change of papers was considered one of the
courtesies of the profession, and, before pleading,
the advocates were in the habit of making ex-
tracts from tbeir briefs, containing the facts of
the case, and communicatiog them to the plaintff’s
counsel. Pleading and consultation for the poor
was one of the established rules of the ancient
Bar and every week nine advocates met in order
to hold gratuitous consultations on the causes of
the poor. The advocates, a8 at present, spoke
with their heads covered, except when they plead-
ed before the King’s Counsel. The consulting
advocates—advocati consiliarii, as they are term-
ed in the old ordinances—held the highest rank
st the Bar. They gave their advice to the plead-
ers, they regulated the affairs of families, and
were entrusted with many matters of the highest
moment.  They had a bench set apart for them
in Parlinment, and were entitled to a seat on the
ur de lis.  The head or president of the French
Bar was, and still is termed a bdtonnier. This
title dates back to the middle of the fourteenth
century ; but for a long time after that period it
was ot office of little importance. The name is
derived from an ancient usage, according to
which the staff (baton) of the banmer of St.
Nicholas, the patron of the confraternity of ad-
vocates, was carried at the head of the order in
processions and ceremonies. He who carried it
was termed bdtonnier. So late as 1602, however,
the dean (doyen) held the first place at the French
Bar, the ddtonnier only the second. The latter
is mentioned for the first time as the head of the
order in 1687 ; aud it is only since July, 1693,
that he has had a legal title to be cousidered the
head of the Bar. Formerly, the senior member - -
of the order, by date of inscription on the roll,
used to be elected bdtonnier. But as the great
age of the advocate thus chosen often unfitted
him from efficiently discharging the duties of an
office requi ing watchfulness and tactin no ordi--
nory degree, the order determined to give up thi
principle of election. The bdtonnier is chose
for one year only; but since 1830 it has bee
usual, at the close of his first term of office, t
re-elect him for a second year. The bdt(mgul -
has the privilege of making his business appoint
ments at his own residence, even with those wh«. .



