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THE FREx

raectiin beyond the amnotnt fixed by

ýv o ltme to time further regî-ilations

-tsand it is almost amusing to read the
ireteated recommendations and injuctions ad-

led to the ndvocates to bo l>rief in their
fauît 9S, proiixity baving been evidently a
th - 'eth the Bar of Franco at ail times in

erhistory: The limitation as to the amount
fe e. *seems soon to bave fallen into disuse,

Wa rnd that in 1453 the advocates were re-
Conitirnded to be moderate in their fées. One

tei which obtains in England at the present
t amely, the signature of coutisei under

j e t IYaî.ed upon their briefs, was the sub-

1tna ter of anordinance in the time ofllenry
cnfortns the occasion of a meniorable
'~'t he king enjoined the Bar to write

t t ir own hands beneath their signatures
eatlfourit of fees they recaivad. The Bar

l'efuled to obey the injunction, and in truth
tedn it as an insult, and to show their de-

q~Ild hostiiity went in a body to lay-
their functions, declaring that tbey vo-

unaiyabandonad tbe profession of advocate
tr than obey a lnw injurious to their hion-
01lltPou hundred and seven advocates inMth ~cUs soiemnly protastud against the ordi-
11 a0 When the Parliament met thare were

VIOcates to plead and justice was at a
llits In the end the Bar succaeded.

ds a very strong instance of the internAl
the. Pline of the Frunch Bar, and of loyalty to

ai rder, and affords, parbaps, the first ex-
cPie recorded of a striku. Be tbis as it may,

We4utif the Bar' hure would ever act as
%olutey or 80 completely in union.
ter~ author tbus describes, wbat rnay bu

eld the organization of the profession.
e «V oml a pretty aarly period in its bistory the

«byàbfParis wae accustomed te arrange iteaf
eeatanes, in order that ite membars might

~ere an onfer more easily. Thase banchas
. Plce in the great hail of the Palais de

a. or Ir tha adjacent gallerias. In 1711, the
ar ft1,ormerl>' dividad into eleven banches,

ahl 05urranged in twelva. The firet was composedj os lca ntireîy of seniors, and a faw seniors ware
ah lt tha baad of eacli of the othere, after

eh f aue fthe youngar membars, according to
orgalajat 0f hr admission into the order. This
Perfe 'atOn, howavar, was found to lie vary im-
10, et, and in 1780 tha fifth beach contnined

~eildvocates, the seventh nine, and the eigbth
twelfti vhile the tenth had ninety-fiva, and thet h~e th en. la 1781, a reform took place, and
co.,ýrder was divided into tan columne, aach
coî,~ nilng froa ifiî'ty to suxt> advocates. Each
l&81inin elactad two deptiais, whose functions
f4. TLfo two years, and who miglit be ra-alact-
iljouXg.ese daputias fron the diffament columne,
stit twlth the former presidente of the Bar, con-

the onnei of the ordar, alected its prasi-
liirt ha over its roi!, and maintainad its

Mti~ne, The advocatee were furthar dividad
Plaadara e 18ei-itnr (avocats ecoutants),
'rocte (av1ocats plaidants), and consulting ad-

ats(avocats Con-yuliunts). Accordinô to the

'NcR BAiz.

ancient practice, the young licentiate froni the
University was pre"ented to the court by ojie of
the seniors of the Bîtr, and the president admin-
istered to him the oath to observe the law8, which
ha took standling upright, in bis gown, with u-
covered head, and riglit band uplifted ; in short,
the ceremnony of the oath seeme to have been
very similar to that at preseot observed at the
Scotch Bar. A minute of the tsiking of the oath
was then drawn up and signed by the senior, or,
as he was terrned, in the olden tinmes, the god-
father of the young jurist. After taking the
Oath, the advoc>ate miglît assume the gown, but
lie had nlot yet the riglit of pleading. le enter-
ed upon a peria>d of proi'ation, called le stage.
wbich, by a tlecree of May, 1751. was exterided
to four years. Upon the lapse or this period, hiei
Dame was inscribeil in the roll of advocates upon
the report of one of the chiefa of bis beach or
colunin. The pleaders (avocats plaidants) were
higbly respecteti, find had the right, Dlot on!>' of
appearing in the Courts of Parliament, but also
in ail the inferior'judicatoriae. The mutual ex-
change of papers was coneidared one of the
courtasies of the profession, and, before piaading,
the advocatas were in the habit of making ax-
tracts from ibeir briefs, containing the facts of
the case, and commnnicating tbam to the pinintff's
colusel. Plending and consultation for the poor
ivas one cf the established ruies of the ancient
Bar and every waek nine advocates met in order
to bold gratuitous consultations on the causes of
the poor. The advocates, as at presant, spoke
wjth thair beads covered, except wben the>' plead-
ed bafora the King's Counsel. The consulting
advocateadvocati consil:arii, as the>' are terni-
ed in the oh! ordinances-beld tbe highest rank
st the Bar. The>' gave thair advice to tbe plead-
ers, thay ragulatad the affaire of familias, and
wara antrusted with many mattare of the highast
mioment. Tbey had a bench set apart for tbam
in Parliament, and ware entitled to a seat on the
piur de lis. The bead or presidant of the French
Bar was, and stil! ie tarmed a bâtonnier. This
titie dates back to the middle of the fourtaanth
century ; but for a long tume after that pariod it
was an office of littla importance. The naine is
darivad fromn an anciant usage, according to
which the staff (bâton) of the banner of St.
Nicholas, tha patron of the confraternit>' of ad-
vocatas, was carried at the baad of the ordar in
processions nnd ceremonias. Ha who carried it
was termad bâtonnier. So late as 1602, bowavar,
the dean (doyen) baid the firet place at the French
Bar, the bàtonnier onl>' the second. The latter
je mentioneâ for the firet time as the head of the
order in 1687 ; and it ie on!y since Jul>', 1693,
that bie bas had a legai titie to b. considarad tbe
head of the Bar. Former>', the seanior nieiber
of the order, by date of inscription On the roll,
used to be elacted bàtonnier. But as tbe great
age Of the advocate thus chosan often unfitted
hlm froxu affioiently dischargiflg the dutias of an
office requji ing watchfulness and tact in no ord! --
nary dagrae, the order detarmined to give up thi
priociple of election. The bdtontnier is chose
for one yaar enly; but since 1830 il has bee
usual, at the close of bis firet terni of office, t
re-alect hixu for a second year. The bdtonnit
bas the privilage of making hie business appoint
nants at bis own residence, even with those wbqt.


