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SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORK,
BY THE LATE REV. ROWLAND HILL.

The last timo Powland THill occuricd the pulpit at Surrey
Chapel, nine days before his death, he adidressed the teachers
of the Southwark Sunday-school Society. The tender soli-
citude for the welfare of the schools, breathed throughout
this address, proves how dear tho work was to his heart, aud
that he cmxl‘} foresce a splendid future for there institutions
over which he had watched so long.  This adiress is the last
he uttered in publie, and is pervaded by that quiet power
which was one of the chicf characteristics of his preaching,
and which was due to the sincerity of his purpose, the direet-
nees of his aim, and his conscious dependence upon the help
and blessing of the Spiiit  There is real heart music in this
Swan Song of the vencrable pastor, the echoes of which, even
at this distant date, may afford ¢oungel and stunulus to the
workers in the holy cause.

ADDRESS 70 SUNDAY.
SCHOOL TEACHERS,

HE instruction of

the human mind
is of the highest im-
portance. The wisest
man that ever lived
undoubtedly was the
Tord Jesus Christ,
who is wisdom itself
in the hearts of all
His people when e
inspires salvation to
dwell within them;
but next to him was
Solomon ; and he very
wisely says, ¢ For the
soul to be without
knowledge,” or in-
struction, *‘is  not
good.” Our good mis-
sionaries are gone
abroad iunto many
lieathen parts of the
world; and they there
find mankind lefi to-
tally uninstructed, to
be monsters of ini-
quity among them-
selves: so bad  are
they that they will
scarcely let their fol-
low-beings  exist  a-
mong _themeselves,
from the cruelty of
their own savage dis-
positions.  In Scrip-
ture, flesh is every-
where mentioned and
recorded to be in a
most depraved and
wretched  condition ;
80 that it is said
¢ they that arc in the
flesh caunot please
(tod.” And there is
another  eapression,
hough nc’ so plainly worded, perhaps, ¢The carnal mind,”

which is the same as the tleshly mind, is as bad as the devil

himself; it is ““cnmity against God”; and worse cannot be
said o'i hum:}n nature, or of any creature, than that it is
¢ enmity against God.”

Ob, my dear brethren, T love you. God bless you ; and
God grant that you may live a long time aiter I am dead,
to do_abundantly more goud than 1 bave lived to see done.
But, however this may be, remember there is uo good but
what must come immcdiately fiom God. It is all darkness;
it is all death, and hell, aud sin, till we are born of the Spirit.
You are no more fit, as you have been already very properly
told, for this important ofiice, without the influence of Divine
%racc‘upon your heart., than a dead man is fit to perform the
unctions of animal life No ; if you are instrumental in doing
good to others it must always be from the principle created
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iin you by Gol having firat accomplished that good in your
| own hearts.
Hence it is to bo lamented that while education in general
] may be lookel upon as a blessing, it is Lterally by no means
to‘bo esteemed as a blessing to all. I really do feel, and |
I think 1 have too much evidence of it, that in many instances
merely teaching children to read, to go carelessly toa plac::
of worship on a Sunday, and leaving them otherwise unin.
structed, is only putting a weupon into their hands which
they can never use well till such a timo as they are taught
| by the grace and Spirit of God how to use it.  Bibles will
i not convert men, excellent as they are, but as the spirit, and
hfe, and power of the Scriptures is brought home to the
heart 3 it 18 otherwise but a dead letter to them that are
v dead in trespasses and sivs.”  So then, my dear brethren
and sisters (for you all cqually may do good), pray parti.
cularly for much of the Iife and power of Giod £y possess your
'nwn dear souls, May you be lovely, excellent, and zealous
! Christians, walking bLefore God in a manner well-pleasg
. His sight, remember.
ing that as He who
hath  called you is
holy, 8o are you to
be holy in all manner
of conversaticn and
godliness.  juideed,
you will neves desire
to do ihe work of
God, but it will be
done by drudgery, till
such times as righ
teous desires are im.
planted in your hearts
by  God  Hunself,
whereby you will be
durected.  As preach.
ers are not o be con.
tent with displaying
their ability 1n set-
ting forth a fine ser-
mon, to gain the ad.
mirationof the people;
so you will travail
with these little chil.
dren in birth till
Christ be formed in
them ; and, it strikes
me, then you will be
taught to teach them
as Christ teaches us
all. 1 think you will
feel, winle you have
them  before your
eyes, desirousnot only
to teach them the
letters of the book,
bat the spirit and the
meaning of the book
which they are taught
to recad. I think you
will be instructed to
understand that it
becomes you particn:
larly to remember the
children of poor pa
rents ; and that it is
your business to do
with them, instrumentally, what God has done to you, we
trust, spiritually and powerfully—made you feel the glories of
His regenerating giace, and to know what it means by having
the blessed experience of the same upon your hearts.
Now, here is befare us a holy book ; you will be naturally
instructed, I conceive, to mention to your children the
" infinite holiness and purity of God in Himself ; how He never
can behold sin but with inlinite detestation and abhorrence;
and you will never see the children before you but you will
endeavour to maks them detest and abhor it too; and you
will tell them that all their miseries arise from their inwanl
corruptions, and that these must be subdued in them before
anything that is good can be truly practised by them, I don't
' merely say this to those that give exhortations to children ; I
I'speak to you all as teachers. YWhile you have your little
| classes before you, do endeavour to drop something of what
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