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shall have the sole control and management
thereof, amd shall holdl monthly mectings.
The offizers composing this commitiee to be
elected at the December meeting in cach
year.

The reason for the intvoductign of any
change in the Constitution acises principally
from the large increase inmembership which
has taken place sineo its formation in the
latter purt of 1566, Gradaally but steadily,
it haa gone on increasiag in numbers and in
public favour, uatil now it assumes u posi-
tion and standing not equatled by any So-
ciety of o similar kind on this contineat. On
its list of members ave ty be founed the names
of gendtemen residing not only in all parts of
the two Provinees of Oatacio and Quebee,
bat also in the neighbouring State, and in
the ¢ity of New York. It will readily be
admited that a very diffevent code of laws
1< now reguired for the government of 1 So-
ciety composal of members so far apart,
frow thus: by which it was governed when
in it intancy, and composed oaly of a few
Toroato grealemen, and heace the reason for
the change proposed.  We wish all suceess
to i%e \ssociation, and trust it will not only
coniaiae in its present progperous state, but
by the cnd of the year its aumbers and
finances will be still morve largely increased,
and its usefuliness exteaded ty all parts of
the Porinion.

PS

Prize Listsat Poultry Exhibitions.

1o the Editor.

Spe—llaving addressed you on the subject
of judgments at poultry shows, I will now
offer a few vemarks on the prize lists as gen-
erally prepared at the Provinelil and other
exhibitions.

Poualtry shows are in their infancy in Can-

ada. and committees would do well to re-
member this. as they have dificultyin getting
cuough money for decent premiwng.  Their
lists. as a rule, are too extensive. This may
“1end o increase the varicties on exhibition,
hut not to improve their quality. Itis costly
1o the manager, and not beneficial 10 the
canse, -

I amnot one of those who wish to dictate
as to what sort should be kept, but the most
useful fowls for agricultural or table pur-
poses should be encouraged by larger pre-
miums, in preferesce to the purely fauey va-
vietics. Thus Dorkings, Bralimas, Gochins.
Game, &c.. should have precedence over and
larger prizes than Polands, Iamburghs,
Bautamsy, &c. There are also vavieties Qiffer-
ing simply in the ground colour, the mark-
ings being the same ; these may, therefore,
fairly compete in the same class.  OF course.
the fancy of the judge must semewhat infln-
ence the awards, bHut this cannot be avoided.

The exception to this clubbing in a show,
and a good principle to adopt after the ex-
hibition bas been held, is to support the
classes in which most entrics have been
made ; and where few or only one has been
made, let such class be omitled in the next
Jprize lisk. By thus fecling their way,a good,

well-supported exhibition is finally obtained,
and at the various exhibitionsthe list may be
extended. But a small number of varieties,
with good premiums, would be more likely
to fill and make up a good show, than u
larger list with small premiums, which will
not pay even the cost of transport to success:
ful competitors.

Shows are sometimes got up on the sweep-
stakes principle, all or & portion only of the
entrance money being given as premiums.
This is, of course, a safe way of conducting
an  exhibition, although it has not proved
popular lieve.

On the subject of pigeon prizes, the same
difticulty aviges. chiefly because they aremore
a fimey stoek than fowls, although not more
so than some variclies, such as bantaws, &e.
One fact is clear, that in this country they
are vecognized, s at all shows u prize is
offerved fov the best collection—generally a
collection of bybrid rubbish.

This arrangementis not satisfiuctory. Any
funcy pigeons are costly, and should be met
by a more liberal premium than is usually
allotted to them ;and as before in thecase of
fowls, I think afew sorts, well represented,
better than this collection of rubbish. The
Runts, which I bave never scen represented
at any show in Canada, deserve attention, as
weighing, in good condition, between four
aud five pounds upiece, they go some way to
fill a pie.

My letter has been long cenough, but on a
future occasion, should you desire it, I will
furnish a prize list in usccordance with the
above views.

I\. C. HASSARD.

Poultry at County and Township Fairs.

To the Flitor.

Sir,—1aving had occasion to visit several
of our county and township fairs, I have no-
ticed a great deticiency in the department of
poultry, resulting, I have no doubt, from
want of attention on the part of Directors in
not classifying them properly, and also from
the little encouragement given to exhibitors,
the amount of prizes offered in this depart-
ment seldom exceeding S1.

As the prize lists ave now commonly ar-
ranged, there are one or two not very im-
portant and almost extinet vavieties mens
tioned, while others, such as the dark and
light Brahmas and buif Cochins, the latest
and most important varieties, are not men-
tioned ; conscquently, they must be exhib-
ited in that extensive class ealled “other v
victios.” or kept at home. At the County
Fairs of York. North and South Qatario and
Daocham, and at the Township Fairs of Pick-
ering, Uxbridge, Scott, Whitby, &c., I no-
ticed the same defects. At one of thecounty
fairs nbove menlioned I observed = pair of
finc game-fowls not receiving any prize, and
in the next cage a pair of common fowls ob-
taining the first premium.

The same remavks will also apply toducks
2nd geese, and Lam well awave that such
men as Mr. Henry and  Mr., Arkland, of Osh-
awa, who have been at considerable trouble
and expense to improve these important do-
mestic fowls, fail to exhibit on account of
the above facts.

Now, ag there are numbers of first-class
fowls in the country, and we fuil to see them
on cxhibition, I trust the Dircctors of the
vavious county and township fairs will give
atleast a little attention to this department.

JAMES DALE, Uxbridge, Ont.

Swollen Feet in Poultry-

1o the Ixliloy.

Sig,—Can you tell me the cause of swel-
ling in the foet of poultry? I lost a very
fine cock from it in the summer. 1t com-
mences with a slight thickening at the root
of the tous, und goes on until the sole is
four or five times its natural size, and quite
bard. I have o cock and hen that way now.
There is no appearance of softness, but the
birds walk lame and stiffiy. It is not caused
by wet fect, I am sure. In the case of the
bird that dicd, Imade a deep incision in the
excrescence, but found nothing like suppu-
ration. The wound healed up and that foot
was no worse than the other, and he died
some weeks afterwards, wasted almost to a
shadow. W. CROWTHER.

Axswer—If your fowls are Dorkings, the
complaint is probably what is called “bum-
blefoot,”? which is pronounced by most poul-
try writers incurable. It is apparently
caused in some instxuces by birds flying
from high perches, but in many cases the
cause and, indecd, thenature of the affection,
arevery obscurc. There docs not seem any
sufficient reason why your bird should have
died from this complaint alone. A cautious
application of tincture of iodine is the best
remedy we can suggest. Should you make
any trial of it. we should feel obliged if you
will report theresult. Tegetmeier describes
the gout of Cochins. and recommends for it
one grain of calomel at night. and three
drops of wine of colchicum twice 'a day,
keeping the bird warm. Gout, however,
would be a more painful affection than that
with which your birds scem to have been
afflicted.

Dank Braumas.—This very handsome va-
riety, which, till recently, was but little
known in Canada, scems to be coming into
favonr, and the produce of imported fowls is
in considerablerequest. Some of the birds
raised by Mr. 1I. M. Thomas, of Brooklin,
have been sent, among other places, as far
as Quebee, and we have received communi~
cations speaking in very high terms of them.
The breed, which deserves the attention of
poultry fanciers, will, no doubt, be better
vepresenied than heretofore at our exhibi-

tions.



