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LITERARY NOTICES.

Tue CANADIAN JOURNAL.—The February num-
ber of this Periodical contains A Memorial
and Correspondence respecting the Royal
Observatory at Toronto ; Notes on the Geology
of Toronto ; The Mineral Springs of Canada;
The Horse and its Rider; Extracts from
Exhibition Lectures ; Notice of an Indian
Burying Ground ; Scientific Intclligénce, &o. v
&e., &o.
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Sypxey-Surri’s Privme Cur,—When Sydney |

Fl

ing pretended keepniee, or presents, and in

performing sundry pleasant tricks: each per-

son tries to deceive the other, whether by
sending packets filled with straw, &c., or in
prevailing on persons to go to houses where
they are not wanted, &c. &c. Among the
ancients, and indeed with all, till the seven-
teenth century, the year commenced at the
Spring Equinox; and it was the practice to
make presents at the commencement of the
year, consequently this custom was formerly
practised on the first of April; but when this
month became the fourth in the Calendar, the
extrennes, or gifts, were carried back to the
first of January ; accordingly, in April, nothing

Smith got the prebendal stall in our cathedral, | but pretended presents and mock congrgtulations
he was lodging in College Green; and as his | were made, to deceive those who still believed
fame as o convivialist was not then so noised  that the first of April was the first day of the
and known as subsequently, he was allowed to | new year; hence, probably, the origin of those

- dine at home more frequently than one would |sleeveless errands and worthless presents

suppose; and his dinner was always a beefsteak, l which are the usual attendants of the first of

and that beefsteak he always bought himself. |
1 was then as I am now, my own purveyor, and |
there were few days when he was in residence |
that I did not meet him at Burge's in Denmark |
Street, (his favourite butcher and mine,) over- |

seeing and selecting hisown cut.  After Sydney
had described a circle with his finger round a
certain pin-bone, and emphatically told the
man of fat to ** cut there, and cut boldly,” as
the Roman augur said, Burge turned to me
and asked, *‘And where will you be helped,
gir?? “Dllfollow suit,” said I, ** the cut next
to Mr. Smith’s; Ican’t go wrong with such a

recedent.” The canon’s droll eye twinkled ;
ﬁis large, pouting, and somewhat luxurious lip |
moved with that comie twitch which spoke the |
man, as he said, **You're a wise man, sir; this |

_is one of the cases where you can't err if you |

follow the church, and you'll find your obedience |
rewarded with a good beefsteak.”— The Church- |

April. The persons whose credulity is thus
imposed on are called Poissons d' Avril, or
April Fish,

Tae CorNWALL ScHoOLBOY.—An ould man
found, one day, a young gentleman’s portman-
tley, as he were n going to es dennar; he took’d

|et en and gived et to es wife, an said, ¢ Mally,

here’s a roul of lither, look, see, I suppose some
poor ould shoemaker or other have los’en, tak’en

|and put’en a top of the tester of tha bed, he'll

be glad to hab’en agen sum day, I dear say.”

| The ould man, Jan, that was es neaw, went to

es work as before. Mally then open’d the

| portmantle, and found en et three¢ hundred

pounds. Soon after this, the ould man not
being very well, Mally said, *Jan, I'ave saaved
away a little money, by the bye, and as thee
can't read or write, thee shu'st goito scool” (he
were then nigh threescore and ten,) He went,
but a very short time, and comed hoam one

Goer, é’c A | day, and said, ¢ Mally; I wain’t go to scool no
An Irishman was seen in the upper part O,f more, ‘case the childer do be laffin at me; they
SN e i 4 Towt Wi o s e, snd o Wk B
, =1 C, and I would rather go to my work agen,
pended around his neck. Patrick was asked |« ‘ns the wool,” seng““y_ lem hng abt’
* Who wanted t!}e tenant, and where I’ ““Aud pen gut many days, afore the yung gentleman
it's me, meself,” he replied, “ﬂ,l’ﬂt wants & game by that lost the portmantle, and said,
tenant.”—** Well, for what house ?"—*House! | « Well, ‘my ould man, did’ee see or hear tell of
and do I care what house, so long as it he 8 sich a thing as a portmantle?” ¢ Portmantle,
d“?‘“;t “-?d Pe:l’"lctl‘)‘b(li‘(‘lpluce and 5“5‘9 :“825? sar, was't that un, something like thickey ?
L Lot raedie ¥ oarogie o hoees | hsiting . ge heing oo dudiin) AR
et L9 one t'other day zac ek B
to rent then you want a tenant, bu’t“vivfyou want | g9 “Come):xlong, I carr'd ’en and govien to
» 'u.““‘"’!‘ why don't you say M your ﬂ“&‘w' | my wife Mally; theesha’t av'en. Mally, where
bill "A S\_tuntmn anted. e Abfl. my dar- | eg that roul of lither that I'mv d ’t,hn t_he t'other
lint,” replied the Irishman, ‘“and s it there | gay i “What roul of lither?” said Mally,
you are? And perhaps I aint a fool ! Bure 1| «The roul of lither I broft en and tould tha to
want to be occupied, and can I’be ooc}lpxed un- | puten a top of the tester of the bed, afore I
less I have a tenant !"'—New York Mirror. | go'd to scool.” * Drat tha emIperunce," theo
AvL or Aurp Foovr's Day.—The first day of | art bewattled, that was be'fm:e was born,”——
April, among the French, is occupied in mak- | HavLiweLL's I*rovin,pal Dictionary.
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