YOLUME XVII,

LOME ARD ENGLAND.

We quote the large portion append
ed of an opportune article on ** Rome
and Eogland,” contributed by the Rev,
W. J Muleahy to the Irish Leclesiasti-
cal Record for June : —

Leo XIIL is not only & man of great
genius, he is alsoa man of extracrdin-
ary foresight, He knows when and
how to speak, at that time and with
that power which is all his own, and
which is almost unique in the histery
of the Papacy. In fact, Lo XIIL
seems to speak like a prophet, and to
act like one inspired, Only a fow
months ago he startled the Catholie
world by the boldness of his design in
seeking to re unite the Eastern and
Western Churches—Churches divided
by schism for ten centuries. Oppor
tunists shook their heads. Others cen-
tured and condemned. No one
approved. Contrary to all expecta-
tior, save his, which gave it birth, his
bold adventure has already borne fruit,
and will bear much more in the near
future. Within the last few weeks the
air was thick with rumer of much sub
terranean activity between Great
Britain and the Vatican, and the rumor
is now set at rest, and Europe is cap
tivated by an cfficial utterance from
the head of the Church, which, in plain
language, aims at nothing less than
to bring the Anglican Commuunion
within the fold of the See of Peter. In
face of these facts, it may be useful,
and not uninteresting to see what Cath-
olicity was aud is in England, and
what chances of success have the good
intentions and present action of our
great Pontiff.

[t may, indeed, tosome, seem purely
visionary, and to the worldly wise
the acme of folly, to think, at this
period of the nineteenth century, of
revolutionary chaos, when the infidel
and socialist and anarchist are abroad,
and dare openly proclaim their doc-
trines—doctrines subversive of law,
order and religion alike, that the
work done by Henry VIIIL., three hun
dred years ago, and continuing in
force to some extent, at least, to the
present day, will now be undone ;
and usdone tod by a prisoner in the
Vatican, who sways no sceptre save
that of his own intellect and the light
of his own life. The problem becomes
more perplexing still when we reflect
that when that great schism of the
sixteenth century (Reformation I will
not call it) was enacted, there sat on
the Chair of Peter a great Pontiff—
great in learning and blameless in
life, enthroned as a temporalsovereign,
backed up by almost every potentate
in Europe : and yet with such help,
and with the aid of a great General
Council, he could not stay that heresy
which had already begun, aund which
stopped not in its career of ruin till it
divided Europeon Christendom into two
warring camps, and tore asunder the
seamless garment of Christ. Probably
many of my readers may thiuk that to
formulate these ohjections is to demon-
strate the hopelessness of answering
them. Yet, there are many auswers.
I shall satisfy myself with two. We
have, first of all, to remember that in
dealing with nations, as well as in-
dividuals, ‘‘the ways of God are not
as the ways of man.” We have to re-
member that as God did in founding
His Church, so He does in extending
it—that as with the Apostles, ‘' He
chose the foolish to confound the wise,
the weak to confound the strong,” so
in the history of all religion there is
no propartion between the means He
employs and the ends He accomplishes.
This is the first answer.

But the best answer, from a historical
point of view, with which we are more
intimately concerned in this paper,
will, I think, be best found in the
answer to that question which I have
already asked, and which I purpose
giving — namely, what was, and is,
the standing of the Catholic Church in
England ? Three things, I think, are
demonstrable and certain regarding
the position which the Catholic Church
held and holds in England. The first
is, that up to the sixteenth century the
English Church was in communion
with the See of Peter. The second is,
that the English people never rejected
the Faith, but that they were robbed
of it. The Third and last is, that the
Catholic Church has within the present
century made great advancement, at
least, in constitutional government
and social standing. Of each of
these propositions let us give a
clear, if succinct, proof. Besides the
great desire which animates the heart
of the Holy Father to see all mankind
within the one true fold, it is easy to
understand why so great and gifted a
Pontiff should ardently long to see the
Church of England in that proud posi-
tion she once occupied in Catholic
Christendom.  Ouatside Rome, the
mother and mistress of all Churches,
the source and centre of Catholic
unity, one of the oldest Churches of
Christendom, is the Church of England.
Its antiquity dates back to the second
century, and perhaps beyond it
Pope Eleutherius XII. in succession
from St. Peter, sent Roman mission-
aries to England at the earnest re-
quest of Lucius, a British king, in the
vear 180. This is the distinct record
of Venerable Bede. Archbishop Usher
admits the fact, and denies the infer-
ence. By a curious distortion of fact,
to which Protestantism is no stranger,
he tries to twist it against the suprem-
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What now becomes of the modern
| theory of Apostolic coutinuity in the
Protestant Church of Evgland ?

My sccond proposition is that the
cnglish  people never rejected the
faith, but they were cruelly robbed of
it.  Well nigh thirteen hundred years
have passed vy since Augustine
sent by Gregory the Great to re
re the faith to E
that time the faith
lived on. The doctrines of the Catho
lic Church, recorded by St. Gilda,
one of the earliest DBritish writ
known to us, and by Venerable Bede,
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avery Bishop and priest throughout
fingland, who are something more
than surpliccd laymen,

And these doctrines lived on. All
man could do against them was
done, but the Engl people never re
jected them, v owere robbed of
their faith. An evil king and servile
courtiers, and cowardly Dishops and
pastors, who were hirelin and fled
when the wolf came—these it was that
robbed England of her faith. The
English people never rejected it. They
do not kunow it indecd. Dut it was
those who were over them who robbed
them of their inheritance, and took
way the Blessed Sacrament out of the
churches of Evgland. and turned the
sanctuary, in which the living pres
ence of our Divine Lord Himself had
been always on the altar, into sepul-
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more to be found. The people will
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fled to Henry's cide, and accepted his

unparalled in the history of persecu-
tion. And what was then to sustain
The ruthless vandal had
been stalking the land, who spared not
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into the churches they were chilled
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holy man melted with pity to see be-
ings so fair and beautiful buried in
Paganism and he conceived a great
desire to convert them.
ouly increased with his years.
man of God never forgets his Master's
When elected Popa one of the
first acts of that great Pontiff was to
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of whom St. Augustine was one—to And if
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longer burned.
The image of the Crucified, the sight
of which issuflizient to soften the heart
of the most hardened, and which has
brought tears from the eyes of saints,
was rudely torn down and no longer
to be sten. The image of Mary the

dl'.\il‘t‘ Mother of God, the sight ot whom
The | raises us above our lowly selves, and

tells of that purity which was bers,
and which shoull, in some measure at
least, bo ours, was cither hidden away
or broken to pieces.
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Shrines erected in her honor and dedi-
cated to her name everywhere dotted

got up by Henry, the murderer of his
wives ; continued by Somerset, the
murderer of his brother; and ac-
complished by Elizabeth, the murderer
of her guest.” It was not then, as

would have us believe, the revival of
learning and gradual increase of
knowledge, but the lust of Henry VIIL
and his relations with Anne Boleyn

formation. The Reformation of God's
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position of the faith of England to|that hour the English people have
King William Rufus in these words,
“‘He who abjures Biessed Peter un- | into the chill of winter. And in the
made | days before that dark deed was doue,
What | not only was the Blessed Sacrament on
the altar, but in the hands of the little
tween the then Church of England and | children were the beads of our Blessed
Mother, and love and veneration for
the Mother of God' and our Mother was
Bishops and clergy assembled in a|in every heart and on every lip. The
National Synod, wrote to Pope Innocent | tillers of the field and the shepherds on
IV., and assured him that *‘ the King- | the downs, and the little children in
the hamlets, all had the knowledge of
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sight eeing a whole nation and
one of the neblest nations of Christen

dom— robbed of its faith and buried in
the darkness of heresy or unbelief. To
the unbiassed student it is evident that
Protesta n, with its present preten
sions to Apostolic purity and succes
sion of ministry, is the Lt fraud
in history, and a moral mouster of a
hydraheaded kind.
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and the chances of success the ¢
tentions and present action of the Holy
FFather are likely to have. This pro
pesition will, T think, be best estab-
lished by contrasting what the Cath
iurch was in Fogland fifty or
xty vears ago and what she is to day.
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If we went further back, to the com
mencement of the century, the contrast
would become strot nd more s'rik
ing still. Fifty or r Vears are a

brief period in the life ‘of anation,
They are certainly a small space
in the life of the Catholic Church.
Yet, what great, what marvellous
advance has not Catholicity made in
England within that short span'!
When Victoria, a girl of cighteen,
ascended the throne of Henry VIII
and Ilizabeth in 1537, how down
trodden then was Catholicity. It had
the name of existence, but it did not
live. Catholics were debarred from
all State oftices. No Catholic might
walk the street without injury in-
sult. The Catholic religion was par
tially proscribed, or, at best, was
silently tolerated. What a che
has since come over the spirit of -
land ! All State cftices are now thrown
open to Catholies. Eminent Catholics
hold the highest coflizes in the regal
household, and ave Ministers of the
Crown,

An eminent Catholic fills the higt
position on the Judicial Bench of Eng
land. To be a Catholie, at leas: among
the upper and educated classes, is to
day a recognition of honor and a badge
of aristocracy. When Cardinal (then
Dr.) Wiseman was about to ro estab
lish the Catholic hierarchy in England
he was threatened with death the first
time he dared to pontificate in public.
And when his immediate successor,

'St

who was once an Archdeacon in the
Established Church, was invested with

the crozier of Westminster and when

the once great light of Oxford—the

greatest Protestant Oxford ever pro-
duced—was crowned with the Cardi
nal’s hat, Newman and Manuing
two most glorious names in the history
of the Catholic Church in England,
were honored by men of all creeds and

callings with such an honor as was

never accorded to Bishop or Arch
bishop of the Anglican Church. That
honor was continued to them during a
long life ; it followed them to the
grave, and like a perfume of sweet
smelling roses, it hangs round their
memories. Cardinal Newman lived
like a religious, and was buried like a
religious.  Cardinal Manning lived
doing battle for God amidst the bustle
of the world, and the honors of a public
funeral were accorded to him. At his
funeral—oh, what a glorious sight !—
king and princes vied with each other
for positions of precedence to pay a last
mark of respect to his name and his
office. Half a million of peopie turned
out in busy London to honor his re
mains as they were being conveyed to
their last resting-place.

And is it not within the recollection
of all of ug, the several attempts that
have been made by several successive
Governments to establish real, though
not formal, relations between the
Britisa Government and the Vatican?
I shall recall the name of only two of
the commissioned —though afterwards
shamefully disavowed—Sir George
Errington and Sir Linthorne Siinmnons.
Do not all these things point to the
fact, and clearly prove that the Catho
lic Church has made great progressin
Eungland within the last fifty or sixty
years, and that she has made marvel
lous advances, at least in outward re-
spect and social standing. Dr. Ben-
son, the present usurper of Canterbury
where sixty-nine true Archhishops
from St. Augustine reigned till the
race became extinct in Cranmer's
apostasy), may deny the fact ;and, to
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spirvitual desolation and ruin-—and as
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excl Oh! what a prize the
Church has lost ; and we entertained
tho hope, and we entertain it still, that
the martyrs' blood, poured out in

torrents, wil

vet reconsecrate what
ice the holy and hallowed land
land We are hopeful that the
of Fisher and More, and of
hosts of others, who gave their
life's bload for the Faith ; and of Vaber
and Oakley, and Newman and Mann
ing, who sundered their deares
earthly tice, and made many other
sacrifices to embrace it, will yet
breathe and live in the hearts of Eng
lishmen, and that the intercession of
such martyrs and saints will
revive in Lngland the true relig
Jesus Christ, and will mnake it what it
was before, the ** [sland of the Saints
We can then easily discern the de
sign of the present great Pontiff, who,
looking out from hLis Vatican prizon
on one of the seven hills of Rome, upon
the wide world, cven as the Good
Shepherd of old looked out from the
Judean hill side for the return of the
lost ones of [srael, sees
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the eyes of all
Englaud, whose minds are harassed
with anxiety and unecertainty, tuined
or turning towaids Rome, the centre
and souice of Catholic nnity

It is meet and right that the Father
of the Faitliful, who loves all, even the
most erring children, should  foster
that spirit—should encourage, invite,
and exhoert the good people of England

to return to their old allegiance and to

their ancient wother,  No matter how
wayward a child may be, or may have
been, tho mother loves him still, and
longs for his love, and vearns {or his
return. That is the noble spirit that
animates the heart and actuates the
action of our great Poutiff. And all
who love their religion, and like a
good people—a people basely robbed ot
their Faith-—-do earnestly wish, and
will fervently pray, that the designs
of our grand old Pontiff may be
crowned with fruition, that God may
give him and them to witness, if not
in whole, at least in part—oh ! what a
blessed sight—the sight of the good
people of a great nation once again
members of the one true fold under the
one true Shepherd.
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The Twelith of July.

The Orangemen held their annual
parade yesterday in commemoration of
Boynewater, hut they must have found
it rather poor fun. They were not
mobbed or hooted, and there was no ex
citement about the procession. They
looked very woe-begone and disconso
late as they straggled up Fifth Avenue,
spread out so as to look numerous,
but in fact emphasizing their
fewness by their separation .
There were probably more hired
musicians in the procession than
paraders, and there were nearly as
many policemen.  Appareutly the
bands were not even familiar with the
insulting tunes of *‘ Boynewater " and
“Croppies, Lie Down,” wherewith it
is the delight of the cheerful Orange-
men to stir up the Papist to rage aud
mutiny, It was dreadfully tame

Those of the processiouists whose
memories go back a quarter of a cen
tury must ha meditated sadly upon
the degeneration since the brave days

of 1871, when a little squad of them |
paraded, with two regiments of
at each end and two more!

militi
alongside to receive the brickbats in
tended for themselves, That is vour
Orangeman’s notion of enjivment
It ne had his own way, he would have
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hat extonds over a ver [l
period ;: but the Oratorlans, it must be
remembered, have had exceptional ¢
cumstances in their favor, in the nun
ber and zeal of their mombers, in t
beauty their church, aud tinally in

the fact that so many of tho Fath

converts themselves, or the sors of

verts, and therefore sy ecially well-fite: d
to influence their separated brethren
If in the face of such figures it can still

tatned with any show of reason

-as our enemies do maintaiu—that
our numerieal growth is practically
nil, then, indeed, the ‘‘leak in

our idst must be more extensive
than the most misanthropic amon
us has dreamt of. Dut for our own
part we have no terrors on tl poit
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St. Ann's Day Among the IMicmacs

john 1. Wi i1 Dahsh M

Iarly in the afterno he tribe bo
ging to gather for ti m notable
foature of the whole festival, the pro
egsion of St. Ay Yy Ay ha

decked shring ) ng the imag
0 reverenced | ous M g
that the t of the statue have beer
Ul nigh worn away by frequent Kis
', 18 borne by four solemn faced
ns arrayed in wh Following

theso is a like number of voung men
selected because of their good voices,
and who are depended on to take the
lead in the musical part of the exen
ises, consisti principally ol the re
onses, the intoning of psalng, and »

7 of the Church's chants

Their voices are rich and flexible,
and were the singers left to themselves
they would be heard to good advantage
but they are suhjected to the annoying
interference of their more excitable
brethren, who, carried away with the
religious fervor incidentto the oceasion
insist on adding their discordant notes,
quite as much out of time as out of
tune. Just in front of the quartette,
andwalking backward, is anotherof the
tribe, who holds befora him an open
music book. The day is hot and the
volume heavy, but he flinches not from
his task, in spite of the beads of por-
gpiration which chase each other down
his copper-colored cheeks. In line are
also the black cassocked priests and
the women of the tribe, all in gala at
tire.

Having passed out of the sacred
edifice and once around it, the proces-
sion proceeds to an elevation some 100
feet listant.  Daring its progress the
line 18 flanked on either side by the
elder braves, who keep up an incessant
firing. As the shrine passes between
cach pair of men, bang ! bang ! go
their rifles, while those whom it has
already passed have hastily reloaded
and taken their places farther forward,
awaiting their turn to discharge

another volley,  "Thus theshrine is be
tween two fires all the wav., The
fusillade that is Kept up, with its ac
comy g cloud of smol floating

languidly across the
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sy Bras « u 1 a distaut ob
sorver to ine a genuinoe fight in
progress,  To add tothe all
cannon has algn been boomis v at
intervaly from anoth:r f the

island,




