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A Tenderfoot’s Wooing

By CLIVE PHILLIPPS WOLLEY

(Author of “Gold, Gold

In Carlboo,” Ete.)

CHAPTER XXIV.—(Cont'd.)
‘Thank Anstruther. Will you |
take his feet? Here, Rolt, strike a |
light. We've got to chance their |
shooting.” |

Rolt

you,

and in the short
gleam of it the others saw Jim and
Anstruther lift the body from the
floor and put it upon the table where
the fire had been.
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When he was
drew from his pock that which
doctor had given him. It
mon playing-cafd and on it was writ-
ten in pencil a London addre Be-
neath this the doctor had written in
big letters which wandered uncer-
‘So long,

tainly over » blank space;
you again some day.”

Jim See
he knew it coming, did
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» Doc's’ handicap, and will be
best judge of his running.”

And then, as he looked out in the
reddened gloom, whilst his eyes tried
to pierce through the r, his mind
tried to peer that Next Room
where the doctor now was, and if he
failed to place the doctor, he at
managey to place himself. He
the triviality of the things which had
so embittered him for the last few
days‘ and even confessed to himself
that when it came to fighting, his
rival was not much of a muff afte
all. If that which had the
scratch on Anstruther’s neck had been
an inch or two to the left Jim Combe
felt that his memory of the last few
days would have been aload for him
to carry all the rest of his life. But
the first grey light of the morning
brought Jim back from the Unknown
to the present with a shock. As the
mists rolled away the temporary ab-
sence of the Indians was explained.
They had withdrawn to gather foice
for their real attack.” Whatever an-
swers to the fiery cross amongst the
red men had been flying around the
country in the last two days, and Jim
Combe had never known until that
moment how many Indians there were
scattered through the timber of Bri-
tish Columbia..

The hog's back was
their camp fires and tents; aline of
them stretched the big me:
dow; another body of them held the
road to Sa'a Creek The h was
as regularly invested as if its foes had
been European troops instead of mere
redskins. With infinitely cun-
ning than even Combe had given them
credit for, the Chilcotens had allow-
ed the white men to return unmolest-
ed to their lair, only o find themselves
in a trap from which there appeared
to be no escape unless Toma or Fair-
clough had won through and
bring help.

Until this last morning Jim had felt
certain that one or other would suc-
ceed in getting hrough; but now, see-
ing the methodical way in which the
Indians had conducted the campaign,
he not only doabted, he disbelieved it
and when he met Kitty a little later,
her prety face pale and troubled, a
great wave of pity and remorse al- |
most unmanned him

In his anguish of mind he triei to
speak to this little friend in the old
way that had been so dear to both of
them, but his tongue failed him, and
she, not realizing that it was the old !
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had been at such trouble to teach her.

CHAPTER XXV.

You cannot hide death any more |
than you can escape it. There is a !
subtle influence which spreads from
& deai man so that even the dumb
beasts feel and acknowledge it, and
this atmosphere of horror has spread
through the ranch house in spite of
the men's reticence.

The women knew, though they ask-
ed no questions. Their eyes counted
the men as they gathered for their
morning meal; bat if they guessed
they said nothing. '

Indeed, scarcely a word passed be- |
tween them - until the men m:thered‘I
in the long room after the meal, and
even then for a while no one spoke.
Though for the moment the besieged
were unmolesterl, everyone knew thab
the ring which surrounded them was
intact, and their destruction but s
question of hours. .

{could hardly

Handicapper knew |

“The men had better sleep in
watches during the day, Jim. We
shall want all hands on guard to-
night, if Toma does not bring help be-
fore then. "Horsely and his posse
get vhrough by daylight
if they came.”

Jim made no renly.

“Don’t you think that they will get
here to-day?”
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1e stakes are mine, Al. and
play them.”

“Pardon, sir, I
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think forget,”
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stay by his ship to the last.
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aid
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Combe have had their
let

me go.”

'y, you couldn't sit a

or couldn't find his way if he did
get through. See here, Rolt. It's
Al or me for this job, and Al's wound-
ed, so it's me,” and Combe turned to
leave the room.

Jut Anstruther caught him by the
arm.

“No, by heaven, you don't Combe!
It is for Mr..Rolt to decide. You are
not master here. What do you say,
Will you shame me? Is it not
my right? Combe went for me. The
whole trouble is my fault. I can ne-
ver hold up my head again if you
don't let me go.”

There was such a genuine ring of
entreaty in the young fellow's voice
that Rolt, looking at him, wavered.

He understoo! that, to a man like
Anstruther. there might be worse
things than death.

“Couldnt we settle it by drawing

sir?

books."
It was Fairclough who spoke, and

| in the impasse to which they had come |

the suggestion met with sonte favor.

“If T agree to Mr. Fairclough’s sug-
gestion,” said Rolt, seeing that the
feeling of the meeting was with the
last speaker, “it will only be on

understanding that all draw. I will

all agree to that. Otherwise I go.”

For a few minutes Combe and An-
struther tried to argue with him, but
though the easiest-going man in Bri-
tish Columbia as a rule, Rolt . could
be eifficietly resolute upon occasion.

“It ain’t no use argufying,” said Al,
irritably. “Seems to me we had
ought to know the Boss by now. He's
that blankql contrary that if every
one else was keeping Christmas, he'd
put in the day hauling gravel. May
as well cut for the deal if he says so.”

This settled it, and Rolt, turning to
Anstruther, asked him to get a pack
of cards from Mrs. Rolt.
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Lowest deals ,of course?”
Shé had cast the cards ¢ table,
and now stood facing the nfen, 1,
slight as calm to all outward
seeming as if this were but the be-
ginning of a game of bridge.

(To be continued.)

figure,

GERMAN PEOPLE
An Editor Blames the Ne
the

A significant light is thrown
the present state of public opinion in
Germany by the following publication
published in the Tag, of Berlin, over
the signature of Herr Julius Bichem,
the editor of the Volkeszeitung, of
Cologne:

“Even for the so-far victorious
Central Powers, and above all for
Germany, which carries the heaviest
ws¥rht, the war is very hard.

“The battlefields are soaked
the blood of our youth, and more and
| more one feels the terrible void left
in every domain of our life. It is not
surprising that everywhere in Ger-
| many there is manifested a pessimis-
| tic opinion about our situation. The
| main responsibility for this state of
| spirit rests with the German
| which has always under-estimated
| the strength and courage of our en-

| SUFFER.
spapers for
Present Condition.

upor

with

| waive my right to go first if you will | emies.

| “Our German papers. are respon-
|,'~’ihh~ for the pessimism which
creascs every day in Germany, as
| they also were responsible for the
open-mouthed and foolish
‘not less dangerous, which
| the present depression.”
| That statement suggests that they
| see things more plainly in Cologne
| than in Berlin.

preceded

Tht Headache Excuse,

“Does your wife suffer from head-
aches much?”

“Only when Iwant her to do some-
thing that sho doesn’t want to do.”

press, |

in- |

e |
optimism,

Importance of Good Pasture.

In live-stock farming the pasture
land is becoming a very important
factor, With ample silo capacity,
plus soil and climatic conditions favor-
iteable for the production of corn, a
farmer can winter a goodly number ofl
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live stock on 100 acres. He then|
gradually cuts into the pastiré to
provide more available land only to
find that his wintering problems have
vanished and have been replaced by!
the difficulty of procuring sufficient

ss for summer. When labor was
reasonably plenty the old pasture land
could be made to yield
antly under hoed crops or grain tha
under grass, and for several year
there was much breaking of the sod)
and a econtinual diminution of the per-
manent pastures. At present, with
few farm laborers available, one
man on 100 or 150 acres will find it
lifficult to maintain the balance he
has adopted between his cultivable and
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A whole book could be written on
the care of tures, t it is our ob-
ject here only to direct the attention
of our readers to the importance of
their grazing lands. They are be-
coming an important part of each
farm holding, and when thé maximum
rimber of animals per acre can be
carried over summer a step will be
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How to Prune Your Trees.

Always use a pole saw and pole
the tips of long branches,
the pole hook in removing
dead branches of the ailanthus and
other brittle trees where it would
be too dangerous to reach them other-
wise,

Do not
top of atree except
is old and failing, and
special instructions.

Be as sparing and as judicious in
pruning possible, and do not
aise the branches so high as to make
the tree look like a telegraph pole.

Cemmence pruning the tree from
the top and finish at the bottom.

Make every cut as close and paral-
lel to the trunk as possible. |
To make the cut perfectly smooth
the saw must be well set anjl sharp.

Leave no stubs, dead and dying!
| wood, or fungus-covered branches !
behind you. [

Do not fail to cover every wound |
with coal tar, not allowing it need- |
lessly to run down- the trunk. :

Do not remove several large
| branches on one tree at a time.
| They must be removed gradually, the
work extending over several seasons.

Prevent tearing the bark off the
| trunk in removing 2 large limbs by |
first making “an ‘“undercut.”

Make the cuts on a slant.
trees, like the elm, sycamore, linden |
and willow will staril the process of |

heading back more than others, and
the poplar is a tree 'that must be cuti
back every few years to keep its

shears on

an! usc

“head back” or cut off the
where the tree
then under

as

Some |

erown from becoming too tall and
unsafe.

When shortening a branch, leave
a few twigs at the end to draw the
sap to the freshly cut wound and
thus enable the growing layer under
the bark to heal it over.

In trimming small branches
shoots, the cut must be made
above a bud.

When several

or
Jjusb,

branches come out
from the trunk in a whorl, they
should not all be cut away at the
same time lest the tree be girdled.
This arrangement of branches occurs
most frequently in the coniferous
trees.—American Forestry.

Working Horses in Hot Weather

In hot weather many horses that
are put to strenuous work will be un-
shoul)! be given light

This should be gra-
ed until finally they are
ount of work required

A horst not in condition when
slightly exerted will perspire

y and the perspiration will be of

a lathery consistency. He will soon
become fatigued and if continued at
work will later show respiratory dis-
turbanees, which also occur in
horse that is being over worked.
respiratory symptoms can be pe
by jerky exhalations. Over-working
f ‘an animal predisposes him to hear
dilation; pulmonary
heaves diseases

asoned and

daily.
only

congestion,
and of the bones,
joints and tendons. ~ In warm weath-
er it is very important that the horse
be housed in a well ventilated stable.

S. O'Toole, North Dakota Experi-
ment Station.
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Dairy Wisdom.

As soon as the flies begin to put in
an appearance be ready with your
spray. <

Spray the cows all ovér from head
to heels before putting then in
pasture in the morning, and do the
same after milking in the evening.

The flies keep at their deadly work
at night-time as well as during the
day, so spray at night also.

If cows are sprayed before milking
be careful to omit the udder, as a
will get into the
There is no such effect if spray-
The result of the
is great

odor
milk.
ed after milking,

tormenting of flies
lessening of the milk flow.

a very

Do not put the calves in a pasture
to be tormented with flies. The
young calf's skin thin and the
attacks of flies will retard the growth

Young ca 3 should have clean,
roomy box sts They should be
fed regularly, and be kept comfortable
and happy.

Calves can be very unhappy in a
dingy, dirty, stinking pen, any they
show their discomfort as plainly as
could tell. Such conditions
0ss to the careless owner.

words
mean |

A pasture near the farm buildings,
with a good shelter and little stanch-
ions to confine the calves while they
are eating and drinking their rations,
can be used

If any cow is to drop a calf, be sure
to keep her in a quiet box stall a week
or ten days before she is Feed
her carefully and watch her udder.
Never allow a cow to calve in the open
pasture.

due.
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Feeding the Growing Chicks.

When chicks are confined in a pen
or small yard near the house they us-
ually receive plenty of feed and clean
water, but after they are six or eight
weeks old and put out on free range it
is more difficult to give them the re-
quired attention. Frequently they
are not all around for feed at the
regular feeding time and some birds
of the flock get more than their share
Although the growing chicks have the
run of the place and can pick up a
good deal of feed, special care is re-
qiired to force development and pre-
pare the pullets for early laying. A
stunted chick will never make a pro-
fitable hen. Grit,
meat food can usual
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erable qua tityggf water and it
lut supplied them fresh cvery ray.
Dirty water or dirty drinking qu;r
tains cause and spread disease. The
birds should frequently be examined
for lice and if any are found grease
could be applied to their heads and
under the wings, and  the sleeping
quarters sprayen with kerosene
some prepared killer. With
good attention and plenty_. of feed
cockerels shaulff be ready for the fat-
tening crates when between four and
ive months old and the pull suf-
ficiently developed to commience laying
when six months old. About . 4
pounds of grain including dry mash
will produce.one pound of chicken.
Where binis are neglected it may
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Using Nature's Methods.

That the hen is likely to
displaced altogether mechanical
methods for rearing chfckens, is the
of poultry far-
mer who does things on a large. scale.
This man hatched over chicken
with incubators hens, this year,
When each 200-egyg incubafor sot,
h 80
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/The Blushing Brides.

“Why are brides y oxpect-
ed to be blushing as they walk down
the aisle?”

“I suppose,” replied Suffron Long,
glancing cautiously about and lower-
ing his voice, “that a good many of
them blush to think how they are go-

gene

| ing to subdue the lords of creation
| after they've safely got them.”

If you must put them in pasture
please don't put them in a pig pasture




