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INCONSISTENCY OF 
NEGRO RADICALS

PICKENS RANKS HIGH 
AS TRIBUTE WRITER

DEATH WARRANT 
RECALLED SHORTLY

BEFORE EXECUTION

N.A.A.CP. DEFENDS
CONDEMNED BOYS

Negroes who have turned upon the 
capitalists as they have the right to 
do for just cause, nevertheless, make 
a serious mistake in saying that the 
development of tre Negro in business 
will not improve the condition of Ne
gro labor. These thoughtless persons 
should know that troubles of the Ne
gro are due largely to the fact that 
he does not belong to the employing 
class. He is usually the man seeking 
a job rather than the man with one 
to oger. While the “craft oligarchy” 
of the American Federation deals Ne
gro labor a terrible blow by actual 
discrimination and subterfuge, much 
of the unemployment and the under 
payment of the Negro could be rem 
edied if the Negro race had its share 
off employers. The Negro would then 
have one rather than two problems to 
solve as he has now.

Our radical students of economics 
would not have Negroes join the em
ploying class because they would de- 

|stroy that class and have the social
ized state exercise this function. To 
increase the number of Negro busin
ess men would merely postpone the 
day when all social and economic

New York — William Pickens, field 
Secretary of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored Peo
ple, is among a list of well-known am- 
ericans who contribute each one chap
ter to a book entitled “What 1 Owe 
to My Father.” The book is pub
lished by Henry Holt and Co., with 
an introduction by James E. West, 
Chief Scout Executive of the Boy 
Scouts of America.

Among those who contribute chap-

New York, — The eight Negro boys 
condemned to death in Scottsboro, Al
abama, are being represented in court 
today by attorneys retained by the 
National Association for the Advance
ment of Colored People. The N.A.A. 
C.P. will receive tonight telegraphic 
and long distance reports of proceed
ings in court and will promptly make 
this latest news public.

At an interview in Kilby Prison, 
all eight boys in the presence of Wil
liam Pickens, N.A.A.C.P. Field Sec
retary asked Alabama’s foremost cri
minal lawyer, retained by the N.A.A. 
C.P., to defend them. Final arrange
ments with this attorney and his firm 
are to come before the Boarl of Dir
ectors of the N.A.A.C.P. on Monday, 
and when the arrangements are con
cluded the attorney’s name will be 
publicly announced.

At the interview at Kilby Prison 
at which both Mr. Pickens and this 
attorney were present, Mr. Pickens 
felt obliged to warn the condemned 
boys that the Communists were seek
ing only to use them for their own 
purposes. Speaking of the Commun
ist tactics to the boys Mr. Pickens 
said in part.

“Their chief aim is to use you as a 
means for interesting colored people 
in the Communist Party, and in that 
they are likely to make you a great 
sacrifice in Alabama ..........They have 
bewildered and amazed your poor

New York — Thirty rours before 
Frank Scott, South Bend Negro, was 
to be executed in the Indiana State 
prison at Michigan City R. L. Bailey, 
attorney for the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored Peo
ple, succeeded in having the death 
warrant recalled by the court and the

removed from deatr rowprisoner was
recalled by ters to the book are Jane Addams,The death warrant was

the court on the ground that it was Alice Stone Blackwell, Samuel A. El- 
defective and scott was sentenced to iot, Edward A. Filene, Rev. Harry 
life imprisonment. The next step in Emerson Fosdick, Rev. John Haynes

| Holmes, Nicholas Vachel Lindsay, 
‘ Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Jr., and Oswald Garrison 
Villard.

In his tribute to his father, Mr. 
'Pickens writes: “It must have meant 
something for a little black American

the case is up to the State.
Mr. Bailey in a letter to the Nation

al Office of the N.A.A.C.P. states that
Scott, who was convicted of murder, 
was defended at the trial by the 
County Poor Attorney; that not a 
single instruction was asked in his 
behalf at that trial: that no effort 
was made to gain him a new trial 
and no foundation was laid for appeal lieved in him utterly and to tris Ml. 
“To come to the conclusion," writes ' Pickens attributes the strength of his 
Mr Bailey, “will simply state that I life: “He always believed me and be- 
succeeded in saving this man’s life, lieved in me. I cannot remember a 
In my judgment, he has a chance for single occasion when he manifested 
porole after about five years.

A local white daily, speaking of the me." 
revocation of the death warrant, writ- 
es: “A bombshell fell into the midst

child to grow up without fear, espec-
South.” His father be-ially in the

will be righted. In that idealword or ofthe slightest doubt of my wrongs
thestate no rich man will oppress

poor, for there will be no such dis
tinction and they might add, too, that 
in such a primitive state there will 
be no riches to enable one to over- 
power the other by acquired author- 
ity.History shows, however, that al- 
though large numbers of people have 
actuallytried to realize such Utopian 
dreams, they have in the final analy
sis dome back to social progress bas- 
ed on competition. If no one is to

Negro Authors
Speak at Macey’s

of officials Thursday when it was sug
gested that since the original date of 
execution had passed without Scott 
having forfeited his life, the defense 
might make the claim that Scott was 
legally dead in the eyes of the law. 
If such a claim could be substantiated, 
Scott would march out of the deal 
cell and out of the prison a free man, 
instead of marching to his doom in arranged to. 

the chair.”

nd New York — Archie Poole, of War
ren Book Store on West 135th Street, 
is responsible for a new and signifi
cant development in the merchand- 

ising of books by Negro authors. He 
colored authors to

parents and relatives: they have paid 
their fares to New York and other 
parts of the country, have put them on 
platforms and in parades, all for pur
poses of their own, and not for the 
primary purpose of keeping you out 
of that electric chair.”

Mr. Pickens reports to the N.A.A. 
C.P. National Office that all of the 
boys expressed willingness to sign up 
with the N.A.A.C.P., some of them 
saying, “Please tell those other peo
ple to lay off and let your people 
handle it.”

the fruits of his exceptional la-speak before the clerks and buyers 
in the book department at Macy’s 
department store, which is one of the 
largest book selling centres in the

enjoy
the individual who 
render such extra-

bor any more than 
is not prepared to
ordinary service, not one out of a 
thousand will be sugiciently human
itarian to bestir himself to achieve 
much of importance, and force ap
plied in this case to stimulate such 
action has always broken down. If 
the excited whites who are bringing 
to the Negroes such strange doctrines 
are insane enough to believe them, 

Continued on page 6

individual and group contributions to 
the purpose are on the way. Miss
Rosie Swain at a tea in New York 
Rosie , Robert W Bagnall rais- there under Mr.
addressed by Robert which $25 was are Jessie Fauset Harris, James Wel- 
,ed and costva from Mother A.M.E. ion Johnson, and Walter white, Sec-

Meanwhile contributions to the a contritnuli
Scottsboro defense are pouring in on Zion 111 R to be a bitterly 
the N.A.A.C.P. from all parts of the I The case promise of the high cal- 
country. Oswald Garrison Villard, fough and retained, an expen- 
editor of The Nation, sent his cheek ibre of attorneys and the N.A.A.C.P. 
for $50. The Milwaukee Citizens sive one 0 1 ’ the cause
Committee, through their treasurer, is urging all friends

city.
The three authors who have talked

Poole's arrangement

A.M.E. don Johnson,
retary of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People. 
Each of the authors talked along the 
line of his own contribution and also 
called attention to the work of other 

to Negro writers. Mr. Johnson recited 
froo “God’s Trombones, and Miss 
Fauset called attention to the new 
literary material afforded by the meet 
ing of black and white in America.

iniversary.

The speeches were received with 
enthusiasm according to reports to 
the N.A.A.C.P., and the audience oy- 
tained a new view of Negro literature.

Mayor. send in their rontributions asr 

ally and as promptly as possibles De 
ery cent received will, as 1

Mrs. L. McStroul, sent in a total of 
$59.53 in collections. The Manhat
tan Lodge number 45 of the Elks in 
New York sent in $25 and numerous accounted for.

iturday, June 27th, 1931.


