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Bnklev Says Premier Flem-

ing Instructed Bmy—But
here Did the Prevince

Jome in?

S. Carter, who a few days ago made
rious charge respecting the diversion
$2,908.82 stumpage pamt by the
housie Lumber Company, as part of
fttlement of a disputed 80;ount ar-
ed by W. H. Berry, supeﬂntendent
alers, with them, tells The Tele.
h that J. W. Brankley, manager of
iramichi Lumber Co,, of ‘Chatham,
iin the city on Thursday for the
pose .of meeting W. H. Berry by ap-
tment in order to dkcus thé mat-

r. Brankley ' made the "Qmewhat
pus statement to ' Mr. Carter that
was acting -under instructions of
ier Flemming, then minister of
and mines, and that the amount
03.32 was paid over to
michi Lumber Co., he '?;nlo?s.ltll:
h, upon Flemmmx’s instructions.
reason he gave for this diversion of
' a large sum of money which should
e been paid over to the crown land
irtment and credited to the revenues
he. province, was that. two years be-
b when Mr. Rundle wag s Smanager. of
[Miramichi Company, the ¢rown land
-‘.“. made them pay $5,000 double

heobtamcdpaﬂ.ofﬂ!e
fe. would not say from ‘what source
got the balance of the' $5:000; but

ed that the amount lnd beea ‘paid-

ir. Brankley seemed lntioqu‘tb'h-
s the fact thnt Berry.did not profit
the transaction; but it may be said
his connection: that ‘his story does not
e with Mr. Berry’s version. '
fir. Brankley did not Lttempt to ex-
n why after getting ' a check: for
0832 from . the Dalhousie Lumber
Mr. Berry not only did not report
collection to the crown. llnds de-
ment but sent’out fronpithat office
bther statement to.the Dalhousie peos

reducing their account  So ﬂlﬂ‘» ‘it

; d ap ar in _the books
s hey had “onl
5 en $la +13, stumpage

Fmming knew all about it.

Mr, Flemming, Mr. Brankley and Mr.
ry werethreeofthemtkmﬁo
t in a certain room ' the “Barker
) Fredericton—and . that interview

impressed upon ‘the: people by the
g commissmn’s report pubhsheﬂ yes<
18 y.

NOISELESS CARS .
FOR NIGHT ’I'RA.V!LBRS

oad Superintendent Prcmkeh Seep
s in° Which Ose Can’ Sleep.

‘novel - innovation and ‘one: Hhﬂy to.
ve so popular that it will dmsbtkss
adopted by other limes, is the
e of J. E. . Taussig, now MI

perintendent of the Tenl &‘ Mﬁc
ir. Ta.ussqg seeks to monylhh the
piseless: Pullman" ' As 'Mr. ‘Taussig,
o has -been in New Orleans for ‘the
it few days, puts it, the Pullman is
t “section of the train where in' the
tk o’ night Morpheus should reign
breme and-all rebelliots mmﬂhecbed
his estate be summai

order has gone out ﬂnr*ﬂl‘df*tbe
as & Pacific lines from New Orleans

El Paso, for the train-crews on pas-.
ger trains to show the proper hyﬂb'
sleep, so that Pullman travelers m

five the full benefits of the uﬁdmans

bis an order unique in |
and Mr. Taussig has
being the first official” wmﬂte
nself “first aid to sleep”. oai:nﬂmsd
irney.
fHow will I accomplish t!l&
per?” Why, easily enonqh."ﬂm
jl superintendent maintained. “Ill the
place T have issned arders to the
fin crews to keep down what might
termed the big noises, such. a8 the
nging of bells and suddell, d iswrﬂwt
pping off of steam by ines "
limans in which passengers a m
How often is a passenger in one &ry
f moment jerked bodily from m
mber by the long hiss and mﬂ of
e boisterous switch en ﬂsht '!
window of his berth? f:hB
is nervous the conclnding °f
sleep might take on the cruebdﬁ'
,- phlais(e.l and in ceming trl:e% of
as likely as not fancy
ropean war in his ears, or if his final
htcap had been overcharged a bit'see
jthousand. hissing serpents: abont

That’s to be eliminatet—# hw‘
d spluttering of ‘engines near ﬂ&g’
nd _another phase of nocturfial
bance which is to be relegated to “the
bk heap of useless things is the shout-
back and forth in the yards that
n crew® seem to think a part of their
giness. No more shouting goes;
bdulated voice will do just as Wﬂl!ﬂd
the same time prove more con
the restful sleep of our pat lu"
[Che third and most important 00
ht Mr. Taussig has on his list for eer-
n decapltatlon is useless. talk b 5
in crews in the aisles of the
ring the night watches, If the !
to entertain each other
st scindal in Darktown oF mﬂ
| heard in the smoking ¢
nt they must seck  the seclusion
cowcatcher up fromt or uﬂt&wm
s beneath the cars.
‘We are going to have u gilent

d Mr. Taussig, “and I lmogvm "'

pns won't be sorry.”

. with these two men teanspired prior
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contributions were paid by Mr. Robertlon. who testined that the payment was
optional and veluntary.. # i
HAD TO PAY. lpie.

“Mr, James A. Rundle’s land was ehssxﬁed ‘ats seventy-ﬂve dollars ‘a mﬂe
—in Division B. This witness tcsﬁﬂnd ‘that’ Begy told him that he had to

pay- fifteen dollars & mile more, and tha.e he tinderstood it was to be paid into"

the government, and that Berry, sald:—‘His orders from the suryeyor-general
were ta collect $15 a mile, and that'I was to pay. it 4o/ Mr. Brankley. Witnels
paid the money, amounting to, $882.50, to’ Mr. Bmukky ‘on’ ‘the 26th- day d
June, 1918, and says he figured it 4s a condition of gétting his Jicenses mewed.

“The evidence given by Mr. Charles Fenderson shows that in his conver-
sations with Berry the matters of classification and bonus were discussed, and
eventually at the Barker House, Fredericton, Berry told the witness that the
rate per mile' had ~been practically ‘degided upon, but;they had also dﬂ;ldeﬂ it
was a good time to start a political fund, and  that the: govemment expected
fifteen dollars additional. . Mr. Fenderson further says. that he agreed to n&
it over with his firm; and that afterwards in June, 1918, amounting to $2,000,
the money, was paid to Mr. Berry in cash in th in’ St. Jphn,
but he says he had no reason to believe the payment would influence the
classification of his lands, !

“The sums; paid by Mr. Fmderiek O3 Beatbesy for Steteon, Cutlcr & Com-
pany and other companies,' amounting hozso,ooo were not paid by amngcment
with or through Mr. Berry. Conseqnmtly for this branch of the report no fur-
ther reference to them need be made. .« "

“The contribution of the Partington Pnlp and Paper Company was “not

{

-paid until the fourth day of October, 1018, dthough negotiations for its pay-

ment. had' been progressing since about the first of July previous between Mr.
Jones, manager of the company, and Mr. Berry, who was at times accompanied
by Mr. E. R. Teed. ' Mr, Jones said: hepmd ‘the amount, $8,225, because every-
body else had.paid it, and if all the other lumbermcn had “acceded to the re-
quest, the company would like to ‘be on as good a basis, and by paying the
amount he ‘would eliminate any danger in'that respect. He said he felt some-
thing was being demunded whlch he had no right to pay. His wnveua.tion over
the matter was with Mr. Berry, who told witness that in vlew of the termc
made in connection with the bonuses the large. ﬂm};cr owners should eontribnte
to a campaigh fund, that all the other large owners had agreed to the prvposl

tion, ‘and ‘that they felt that the Partin‘ton Company should come in with the | :

rest, The money was ﬁnall.y paid on the fourth day of October. 1918,
IT WAS CLEAR EXT OR'HON.\\

so few out of a.ﬂ appspubbd " steer
c;“zi\lll the :above indicated’ conn;:’ 2
5 y referred to above and excep too)
agﬂ g the hnds‘md Bxhg tbwmouut
on,

“GROSS IN THE mqm

L Attheﬁmc these detnands’ wer gk m,gt
f the bonus n::“ ;tmplge pa;n:‘le bythelicfam holders time w!
d cover full period of ﬂvao!mouofthépnﬁuauted,:md,l’r
1S Dm’icm:r TO msm ANYTHING MORE
BLAMBWO

THY ‘mm mrmornmoymmm'r.

but it appears the m ‘harsh and
whom itpfuuunufe make protest and fof

o IJ I = i ,
"the premier's own tnthmuy that sug-
ghf: as it v;rlu called in the conmuf“‘
& !’oln ' O G”' e

and that R s Whose.

» tt’ L3
inmh:dexpwucdtohimmmuu. To " neither of these men was en-
couragement given, nefther was the sug gﬁ;&m discouraged. The" oonvauﬂonl
to rry’s announcement that
tqmbcmen were desirous of contributing to' the fund which was aftetwatda

'WHAT FLE'MMWG KNEW AND DID. ¥

“It is apparent tlnt Hon, Mr, Flemming did: not discourage such a move-
ment buf he warned Berty not to hav anything to do with getting or receiv-
ing the money. THE. PRBHIERNAMTHETRBASURER,MR.TRED
OF WOODSTOCK: HE KNEW: T EFFORTS WERE BEING MADE
TO GET MONEYS FROM
TIMBER LICENSES, HE RKNEW THAT FROM TIME TO TIME SUCH
MONEYS WERE COMING INTO MR. FEED'S HANDS. HE*SET HIS
SEAL OF APPROVAL ON THE TRANSACTION BY!: JINTROBUCING -
HIS CHOSEN TREASURER TO MR BRANKLEY WITH THE WORDS:
‘ANYTHING MR. BERRY TELLS YOU ABOUT THIS MAN (TEED).
WILL BE ‘ALL RIGHT, At the time of such remark the premier, with
Messrs. Berry, Teed and Brankley, was in his room at the Barker House in

: Fredericton, and Berry had acquaintpd him 'with: the fact that Brankley was

acting for the lumbermen in tiolding the fund prior to its being passed-over.
“IN THE CASE OF THE PARTINGTON PULP AND PAPER COM-
PANY- THE PREMIER WAS AWARE THAT BERRY WAS URGING A
CONTRIBUTION AND, BACKED BY ALL THESE FACTS AND CIR-
CUMSTANCES, THE VIEW WAS STRONGLY PRESSED 'UPON THE
COMMISSION THAT HON:. MR. FLEMMING COULD NOT POSSIBLY
HAVE BEEN IN IGNORANCE OF BERRY’S - ACTIVITIES AND ' OF

THE METHODS HE EMPLOYED, THERE. IS A GREAT DEAL TO SUP-
"‘gom' SUCH A VIEW, BUT, IN OUR OPINION, IT. STOPS SHORT OF

SUCH SUFFICIENCY OF PROOF. AS WOULD JUSTIFY THE COMMIS- |
SION IN DECLARING THE CHARGE OF DIRECTING THE EXTOR-
TION PROVED. THAT:THE MONEY WAS IN/FAGT EXTORTED
BY BERRY IS FULLY FROVED, THAT THE PREMIER WAS WELL
AWARE THAT MONEYS WERE BEING COLLECTED FOR‘ A’ PUR-
POSE UNQUESTIONABLY IMPROPER, ‘IS ALSO ANPLY SHOWN, 1T
1S ALSO MANIFEST THAT HE DIRECTED 'THE ' DISPOSITION' OF
SUCH MONEYS WHEN COLLECTED, ALSO THAT HE ACQUIESCED
IN' THE COLLECTION OF :SUCH MONEYS AT ‘A TIME AND FROM
A SOURCE HIGHLY AND. GRIEVIOUSLY IMPROPER, '

“That Betry held himself out o certain of the dogors to’ the fund as au-
thbrued to upcak on behalf of the governmeat and as representing the premier
is; ‘we think, beyond question. 1t is-certain that some of the contributors—
possibly all of them-——regarded Berry ‘as the duly authorized agent of the gov-
ernment in the task of raising the fund, but this brings us no nedrer a con-"
clusion for it was simply Beery’s statentent that influenced such Pelief and it
does not seem to have ocourred to any of the parties so 2urlouxly affected to
make any inquities with a view o testing the accuracy | Berry’s representa:
tions in that regass ‘ {

BONUSES HIGH ENOUGH.
#The ‘evidence shows that Berry had' nothing whatever (o do with ﬁxing

TAIN HOLDERS OF CROWN AND |

‘hfermu, therefore,
tirely by ‘Mr." Teed: and

nkm “eration of such ‘guarantee; provided that'- the

imbursed for uny such sutvey, estimate and Teport by any

: anumm INTO AC’I'UAL cosr.

Pursuant ‘to the provisions of the  first section of said.act contdined we were
| authorized fo ingtire ‘Into the.actual cost of said railway so under construction.
-to date. (meaning ‘the 18th day of Aprﬂ, :1014) :and. the. furtaer amount neces-
| sary for the completion of tae sald railway so iz construction’ between
.| Gagetown and Centreville and the cost of said ra'i!w;.y when entirely completed,
-and -also to*inqnirc pnd find: whethér any and what amiount of said moneys so
:paid the St. John & Quebec Railway Company was’divertéd from 'its proper
channel and bas been used. for-purposes other than the construction of the:said
railway, and if so, tae persons to whom paid, and. what amounts  were. paid,
and also to inquin and find whether contractors under the said St. John &
Quebee Ratlway : Company were compelled to pay and did pay; large, or any or
-what sums- of ‘money, to Hon..J. K. Flemming, premier of this province, and
Hon. Harry F. Mcleod, formerly provincml secmtary, in the year ‘A, D 1912,

% bcfore they obtained their ¢ontracts.

-On the 26th of March, 1910, an  Act, 10 Edward VlI Chapter 6, was passed

way ;ﬂong tae n.lky of the St. John Rivér. The ' first :provision of the said
" aet duthorized the lleutena.ntvgovemar-m-councxl to make a survey of the ‘said
proposed line of railway from Grand Falls or a point on the line of the Na-

John, and providing for certain alternative termini or connection with the C.
P. R. which lattér became .unimportant ‘as tae act was afterwards amended by
Cbapier 25 of 2 George v, section '8, defining the said railway to mean a rail-
wny from Gnind “Falls or a point ofr the N. T. R. in the ‘county of Victoria at
of ‘near Grautl Falls to the city of St. John and crossing the St.’John river at
or nur the Lﬁa’tukve so-called, in the. county of Kings, then crossing the Ken-
nebeecasis river and to the c¢ity of St.'John at or near Conrtenay Bay or to a
/point. on the Intercolonial Railway nedr Rothesay, in tae county of Kings, and
4 that such .survey with -a’ report’ théreon and an estimate of the cost thereof
" be ‘laid Dbefore ' the lieutenant-governor-in-council.

By the same’section of the sald act it is provided that the province be re-
company with
wﬁich & contract may be entered into undei' parts 2 and 8 of said act before
any ‘bonds" are guaranteed. 71 ¢

. A ‘survey:of said proposed rn.ﬂway was aﬁerwards made by David F.
Muwcll, C. B, and the report of said survey with the plans and estimate of
the cost ‘thereof, estimated at m,aoo per mile, were laid before the lieutenant-
govcrnor—in—eouncil The. lieutcnant-;ovemor—m-councll by the amending act
| of 2 George V., chapter: 25; is authorined by ‘section 4 of said act to guarantee
thm paymt of the principal and interesy of the first mortgage bonds of any

' corporation nlreaﬁy atithorized or which ‘may hereafter be author-
ued by 18w to ‘construct the ‘said line of railway, which bonds or debentures
are' not, however, to. ‘exceed '$25,000 per mile of the mileage of the said railway
and also @uthorizes and empowers the lieubenaut-govemor—in—councll, on'_ behalf
of ‘the' Province of New Brimsvﬁck to enter into’ a contract with any such
company or corporation for the coutructxon of 'such line of railway in con sid-
’heutznunt-governor—m-councxl
should  first’ ‘be satisfied .of the bona fided of such company and its ability and
resources ‘to construct the said railway. ' - -
The ‘said act further provides that said bonds shall bear interest at a rate
not exceeding- four percentum per anniim, paysble half-yearly, and the princi-
pd thereof shall be payable in not more than fifty years from the date of
issue, and ‘the said bonds shall be in ‘such form as the lieutenant-governor-in-
council may approve.
/By the said-amending act, 2 George V., chapter 25, the lieutenant-governor-
in»emmcxl {8 ‘authorized . to direct the: provincial secretary to endorse upof such

’ portions of the ‘first mortgage bonds of the company or corporation construct-

| ing the said proposed line of railway the guarantee on “behalf - of . the province

‘| cate of the govérnment enginéer, guch cerhﬂcatc to state the whole value of the

" /| work ‘done ojr each division, and the' proportionate amount of bofids the com-

pany’ s Contm;t as Con ,
The 3100 000$t111 M' ssi

*| pany is'intitled to hdve guaranteed in respect to each division, having regard to
the cost of the work already ' done relative ‘to 'the whole estimated cost of the
road, and to ‘the @monnt of the bond,that may by the contract be provided
to be guaranteed during the pmgtess of the work in respect.of each division.

“SAVE HARNILESS THE PROVINCE.”

It is provided by said.act, 10 Edward VIL, that before any of the said
bonds shall be guaranteed the company. er. ‘dorporation constructing, or agree-
ing to comstruct the said line’ of tailway, shall give to His Majesty the King,
acting in respect to the Province of New Brunswick, a mortgage upon the said
line of railway, to gecure and save harmless the Province of New Brunswxck
for and -against the payment of the said principal and interest of the same
bonds.

Said act, 10 Edward VII, provides that no agreement shall be entered into
for: the construction of said line of railway or for the guaranteeing of said
bonds unless and until the Parliament of Canada shall enact legislation author-
izing the grunting of a subsidy in a.ld of the construction of the said railway to
-the nn;mt, ‘not less than $6,400 a mile, and authorizing the entering by the
said Parli‘nent ‘of Canada into an agreement with such company or corpora-
tion: &pd with the Province of 'Ni Brunswick for the leasing of the said line
of Hﬁ.y, when _completed, and for the’ qpemﬁon, equipment’ and mainten-
| anée; upkeep and repair by the said P&rhamcnt of Capa‘;‘gus part of the gov-
émment raflway system of Canada for a period of ‘99’ years, and for the pay-
ment by the Parliament of Canada to the satd Province of New . Brunswick
.each year forty _percentum of the gros earnings of the said railway ‘as or in
the nature of rental thereof, the amount of such rental to be applied in pay-
ment of ‘the interest upon bonds gnaranteed by the said province, any surplus,
after pment of said interest upon sajd’ bonds fo be paid by the company.

% iﬂprovnded by said amending act’ that before the' government guaran-

: ceeds and Interest Thei‘eon w as Impmperly | tees any bonds' under the' said acts,go where the government guarantees ali

the bonds, if' they should deem it advisable to do so, the company shall deposxt

Charged to Provulc’al Account—.Govemment with the ‘government or with a bank o  trust  company the sum of $1,600 a

mile of the said railway in respect of which the bonds are to be guaranteed, such

Iﬁt Company Get AwaY‘ Wlth $30 OGO Wthh deposit to remain as security for the payment of ‘any interest remafning due

: Should Have Been Rgepaxd for Orxgmal Survey.

That the Premier of New Brunsw:ek compelled Contractor Ketinedy to pay
him 82,006 is one feature of the royal commission’s report on the Valley Rail-
way c.mrges, which report is here printed in its entirety. )

. The report deals ‘also with many improper payments and charges, with .the
diversion ‘of money from its proper channel,xand with many otheér irregularities.
It finds. the charges in the case of Hon. H. F. McLeod: not proven.

The report follows here in full:

Hon. Josiah Wood, D.C. L.,LL- D, hentcnant-govcmor of the province of
New Brunswick: \

Having been appointed and constituted a royal - commission by letters
patent under “the Great Seal as authorized by the act of the legislomve as-

sembly of the said provmce 4 George V., Chapter 18, passed on the 18th day :

of April, 1914, fo enquire into ‘certain charges connected with the St..John &
Quepec .Railway and ‘aaving by virtue of the authority conferred upon us by
said_act investigated the said charges, we beg Jeave to submit to your honor the
following report: s

The said charges are fuliy stated and Bet forth in:the preamble of the said _

act ‘as follows: Y
“That tae St. John & Quebec Railway Company has already- rceuvad in

actual ¢ash out of the proceeds of bonds guaranteed by the gove:mment sof this .

proyince the.sum of $2,728,578 and. from the dominion government: on account
of subsidy the sum of 8548,000 amounting iin the whole to the sum of $8,82!,
578

| “That the said railway company has actually under constmchon 17 :mles
of railway between Gagetown and Centreville; that tie said railway company
has therefore recelved about $28.000 a mile for railway actually under constmet-
ion. 5t
. “That the grading on said 117 mlles whnch is the only problemat&ceithem
in the cost of construction of a railway is all completed and therefore the
actual cost of completion of the 117 ‘miles for opération can be easily obtained;

“That it will require $600,000 additional money to complete said railway
between Gagetown and Centréville and the smd rmlway company how owes ite
contractors . the sum of $200,000;

“That t3¢ books of the said railway eompany and of Messrs, Kennedy &
MeDonald;: the Hibbard Construetion Company and ‘James H. Corbett & Sons,
swho areé the contrnctors under the said railway company; will show the actual
cost to date, and James Taylor, inspechng éngineer’ for the Dominion Bot

and unpaid after the payment of the forty per cent. gross earnings so to be
“paid by the Govemment of Canada to the Province of New Brunswick

SIGNING CONTRACT WITH GOULD COMPANY. - *

That " all the said ‘conditions having been fulfilléd, a contract, as  required
by the said act, was entered into on the 12th day of December, 1911, between
His Majesty the King, acting therein in respect of the government of the
 Province of New Brunswick and represented as acting by Hon. H, F. McLeod,
provincial secretary of the Province of New Brunswick, of the first part, and the
St. John & 'Quebec Railway Company, a company duly incorporated by virtue
of chapter 52, 10 Edward VII, and authorized by said act to comstruet the
Said line of railway, of the second part.

That tie said contract was made and entered into between the.said parties
in pursuance of, and in conformity with and as provided by, the said acts of
the legislative assembly, above referréd to, the said company: thereby agreeing to
acquire the right of way ‘and to" construct the said:line of railway as in said
dontract specified, and the Governhment of New Brunswick, in  consideration
thereof, agreeing of the $85,000 bonds per mile of the mileage of the said rail-
way hat the said company was authorized to issue by the said acty 10, Edward
V11, chapter 6, $25,000 per mile thereof would' be guaranteed by the govern-
ment. ;

That. subsequently and ‘in the month of May; 1912, ‘the said company
s"ph-lel; the construction of ‘the whole of said line of railway from Gagetown to
Centreville. 1o their sub-contractors, namely, to James H. Corbett & Sons, from
Gagetown to Fredericton; to the Hibbard Construction Company from Fred-
ericton _to- Woodstock, and toiKemnedy & McDonald - from ‘Woodstock to
Centreville. The said line of ‘rallway from Gagetown to Centreville being. in
length about 120 miles, was divided into the three sections, as follows: From
Gagetown to Frederieton, being section B., and under. contract to James H.
‘Corbett & Sons, 83 miles in length; section from Fredericton fo. Woodstock, be-
ing section C, and: contract to’the Hibbard Constructing Company, 62 miles in
leigth; -seqtion: from_ Woodstock to Centreville being under eontract to Kennedy
& McDonald, g)ﬂﬁ in length, The said sub-contractors shortly after entering
into said - con “ 48 aforesaid, entered upon the work of construction of the
said line of mlway in their respective sections.

That the said ﬁﬂway \conipany in addition to said issue of $85,000 a rmile
of the miléage: of ‘the said railway, was authorized by the said act, incorporat-
ing ‘sasd railway company, to*issue  §2,000,000 of capital stoek of said railway
divided into N,UDO shares of $100 each.

5 :rxut o-u Mthe 108k day‘of May, 1912, the Quebec & 'St John Con-
@ontinued on page 4)

..

by \the Ieglslatuu of New: Brunswick to aid the construction of & line of rail-’

tional Transcontlnental Railway in the coumy of Vietoria, touching certain |
foints in the counties of Carleton, York, Kings and Queens to the city of St.:

provided by said act. 10 Edward VILya- ‘the-work pwgnms—-npon’the eertifi-*

 rice .and . other.grains,
.ave completely dried and reduced to a

HON. WM. TEMPLEMAN former
Minister of Mines and of Infand Rev-
?ou:h. who died on Saturday at Vic-

INDIA’S MAHUA TREE
YIELDS FOOD AND DRINK

Tipple iis  Like Irish , Whiskey, and It
Also Gives Lubricating Oil.

Vice-Consul 'Gexteral John | S. Hunt
writes from Calcutta, India, as follows:
“The mahua, malwa, mowha, mowa or
mowra tree in India is a large deciduous

‘I'tree throughout the forests of Dekkah,

Carnatic, west coast and central India,
and Guzerat, stretching north as far as
Oudh and Kumaun, and eastward across
to Orissa. ‘Though found in a purely
wild ‘state in many parts of India the
value of the flowers and fruit has caused -
it to be brought under more or less cul-
tivation.” The economic valug of the tree
lies in its edible flowers and oil yielding
seeds, although the gum or gutta that
flows from incisions or abraisions on.the
stems shows an average of 48.9:-per cent.

| gutta, 388 per cent. resin and 12.3 per

cent. ash. The bark "also 'is used as a
dye, while all' the propertiés of the ‘tree
are used. to some extent medicinally.

“The mahua, puts forth its leaves from
February to April. Cream colored flow-
ers .appear in great clusters of 30 to 50
near the ends of the branches from
March to April. About theiend of March
the flowers begin to arrive at maturity,
and every morning about sunrise the
succulent corolla’ tubes fall in great
showess. 4o the grownd, which has: been
cleared of grass and underbrush and pre-
pared for the harvest. 'This: continues
to the end of April, but usually the fall
from a single tree is complete in seven
to ten days. The flowers are then spread
out and left to dry in the son; in a few
days they shrink in size; ehange in.color
to. a reddish: brown, and their peculiar
sweet. odor becomes’ more apparent.

“These 'flowers -are eaten extensively
while fresh, but generally speaking they
are ‘dried thoroughly and ‘cooked  with
‘Sometimes they

powder, and in this condition, are cook-
ed in round cakes and mixed with a va-
riety of foodstuffs; Mahua is extremely
sweet, and the ability to eat and digest
it must be acquired. -Few Europeans are
able to eat more than one flower on-a
single occasion without having disagree-
able after effects. 'Sugar and molasses
of a good quality are also made of ma-
hua. It is estimated that in the central

4 provinces .alone ' 1,400,000 of the native

yeoplc use mahua as a regular article of
‘ood.

“The art of distilling these flowers is
a very ancient one: ' For the manifacture
‘of spirits. the. flowers:” when dried are
sold: to village distillers, or to the gov-
ernment distilleries; The flowers are.im-
mersed in water. for about four days;
they are then fermented and thereafter
distilled, ' If the distillation has been
carefully carried ‘out the spirit thus pro-
duced is not unlike a good Irish whisky.
At Arst it has‘a strong, smoky and rath-
er foetid flavor, but age remedies this
and converts it into a quite palatable
though strong drink. The method of dis-
tillation is similar to"that pursucd in all
other countries, save that in India it is
1ess" Scientific and corregpondingly more
wasteful.

“T'he seeds of the mahua, which suc-
ceed the flower from which the spirit
is. made, are: extensively used for the
manufacture of mahua butter, which is
used in the adulteration of ghee, for
Igbricating and - ‘illuminating . purposes
and for eating by the native people., The
method of expression is crude. The ker-
nels gre taken from the smooth, chestnut
colored pericarp by being’ bruised, rub-
bed and subjected to a moderate’ pres-
sure. 'They are then ground and the oil
obtained by cold expression. .In the cen-
tral provinges the kernels are pounded,
boiled, wrapped in several folds of cloth,
and the oil thereafter expressed.”

Toll Gates in America.

In America the last of the turnpikes
are disappearing. A toll gate abolished
near the town of Peru, in Vermont, is
said to haye been the last in New Eng-
land. ' Local protests have been unavail-
ing, but when this plece of road became
an important link in a popular motor
route through the Green Mountains, the
matter was taken up by the State, and
this thoroughfare was freed from tolls.—
Weekly Scotsman.

The Horse of Today.

Now, when his days are threatened,
the horse, says a writer in the Field, has
reached an extraordinary pitch of per-
fection. The hunter is on the whole. a
maueh better animal than his predecessor
of a couple of generations ago, for he has
a’ longer ancestry, and in consequence
shows more breeding, and: this means
that he gallops faster.

Too Many Highballs.

Speaking of tennis, when' a man goes
on a racket he is.apt to get into the
court.” Then there’s the 'deuce to pay,
the net result sometimes being that he
has to serve a term for his fault.—Bos-~

ton Transcript




