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1 THOSE WRETCHED COLONIES.”

2

e Sun dcnics The Telegraph's state-
t that Lord Beaconsfield once advo-
ed the dismemberment of the British
ire by the scparation of the colonies
mr it. This statement on the part of
e Sun only shows that that paper is
t well informed with regard to con-
porancous history. The statement
& Lord « Beaconsfield, when Mr. Dis-
",
B

5

advocated the dismemberment of
British Empire can be proved by a
tter written, by, hipself to. the late
5rd Malmsbury, who was foreign secre-
?in" Lord Derby’s government, and
ds “letter, in which he spoke of the
nies as “those wretched colonies,” is
bliched in, full in the memoirs of Lord
;‘_ln'*s‘sbury, a  book which was issued
m or twelve years ago. We presume
jat Mr. Distheli afterward changed his
inions with respect to the union of
colonies” and the Empire . and that
ffs pretended imperialism became sin-
El'e 1f ‘he did change his opinions in
sgard to this question, he did no morc
an has récently been done by Sir
harles Tupper, the leader of the Con-
gryative party in Canada, who from
‘ilg an ardent imperialist and a lusty
taver of the old flag, is now practically
;; advocate of the dismemberment of the
jritish Empire. If by any unfortunate
;incurrence of circumstances, St Charles
fupper should again get into power in
ada, we may expect to sce a general
reakening:. of the tie which binds the
{ominion to -the mother. country, for that
|! the logical result of his poliey as
?mnciated to the people of Quebec.

HOW. IT LOOKS. IN ENGLAND. ;

5 g
“Sir Charles Tuppér’s, campaign against
fmperialism which he began in the prov-
i of Quebéc some weeks ago is being
accepted by the English people as a decla-
ration on the part of the Conservative
i)arty that Canada does not dgsire any
closer union with the mother country and
js unwilling to bear the burdens of the
Empire. Here . is what: - the Morning
Y.cader, a London paper with a very large
girculation, £ays apbut_ Sir Charles Tup-
per’s attitude. . towards . the war which
:{Great'Britnin is carrying on in South Al-
irica for the union of the Empire:

i “There is no geuci’a! doubt about the

‘@xd‘.iw of the war, it is true.

ever busied herself with that aspect of
It is rather the magnitude, ihe
‘needlessness’ and tlie  coslliness of Mr.
{Chamberlain’s adventure - which have
“alarmed our colonists. A genéiil election
s approaching, and Sir Charles Tupper
“at the head of the Conservative parly bas
nitiated a wvigorous campaign against the
‘amperialism_of Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s gov-
“ernment. He combars any tendency to
gaddle Canada’ with a share in the bur-
s dens and responsibilities of the Empire at
{Jarge. Thé talk about drawing closer the
ities with the mother country means, ac-
Heording to Sir Charles, that Canada would
‘.be called upon to piy her proportionate
Fiquota towards the cost of the war—a sum
¥ of. forty-six millions.” He complains too
“that the Tielding-Laurier preferential
gariff, which excited such enthusiasm over
ihere some time ago, has been detrimental
#to Canadian trade. He cannot see why
;jthe'colony should favor British imports
%}while we open our markets indifferently
*$0 the products of the United States and
of Canada. And as there is no likelihood
‘that we shall cver put a tax on the wheat
£ %nd meat that reach us from foreign coun-
{“4ries, he proposes to reimpose the burdens
{which our exports used to pay on arrival
“jn Canadian ports. It is mot perhaps a
" heroic or a generous programme, but the

She case.

i

 fact that a great Canadian party should

-~ adopt it shows how weak are the senli-
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ments behind ,th‘e imperialist mov.émenﬁ

W

when it seems
counter ‘to local interests.”

This is what the once great imperialist
has come to. This is what the party of
the old flag is doing under the leadership
of Sir Charles Tupper. Every man in
England thinks that the Conservative
party in Canada under Sir Charles Tup-
per's leadership is running this election
deliberately on an anti-British programme
and that if the Conservatives are success-
ful the withdrawal ofsthe dominion irom
the British Empire is only a question of
time! What do the loyal, true, houest
and high-minded Conservatives of Canada
think of this interpretation of their atti-
tude towards the mother country? What
do they think of a leader: who has led
them into such a quadmire of disloyalty
as Sir Charles Tupper has done?

S

THE NEW IMPERIAL COURT OF APPEAL.

e

Although the judicial commiitee of the
privy council has always been looked upon
as an excellent court of appeal, it has been
felt that the absence of any colonial repre-
sentatives derived it of that local know-
ledge which might be in many cascs help-
ful in the decision of important cases. The
announcement which was made by the col-
onial secretary, Mr. Chamberlain, in the
Iouse of Commons on Monday shows that
the British government has become alive
to the necessity of some changes in the
constitution of this imperial court of ap-
peal. He states that a bill' will shortly
be introduced in the House of Lords to
‘appoint for seven years a representative
‘each of Canada, South Africa, Australia
and India to be members of the privy coun-
¢il and to act as lords of appeal. These
men would become peers for life, although
their judicial functions would only last
for seven: years from the date of their ap-

| pointment. . It - is to be pre-
sumed, however, that, if  their
services had been satisfactory, at the

end of seven years their appointments
would be renewed. The arrangement is
‘one that will meet with general approval

" as no doubt it will strengthen the court

of appeal of the Empire. The principle
of life peerages has mow been. fully ac-
cepted by the House of Lords, although. it
excited so much protest -when first pro-
posed forty years ago. The colonial mem-
bers of the court will stand precisely in
the same position as the lords of appeal
in ordinary in the House of Lords, who
are now four in number and who each re-
ceive a salary of £6,000 a year.

THE GREAT SCOLDER.
Sir  Charles  Tupper bas
known to the people of Canada as “the
great stretcher,” because of the remark-
able yarns that he from time to time tells
the public in regard to his own achicve-
ments, and these of .the government of
which .he has been a micmber. Mr.
George E. Foster, the second in command,
is equally dcgerving of the title of the
great scolder, for during a large part of
his waking hours he is in a state of high
indignation against the present dominion
government and at every convenient op-
portunity he rises in his place in the
House of Commons to attack them on
.some new gricvance which he has dis-
covered by a microscopic investigation of
their official acts. It is one of the sights
of the Hoyse of Commons to sce Mr. Fos-
ter arise, burning with stimulated indig-
nation, and waving his long arms as he
rants and roars against the government.
One would really think to look at him
that he was the exponent and represen-
tative of some great national grievance
and that his indignation represented
something more than a bag of wind.
Candor, however, compe!s us to say that
Mir. Foster's scolding is all produced by
mechanical effects, and has no more sin-
cerity in it than his. conduct had when
he deserted his leader, Sir MacKenzie
Jowell, and threw himself into the arms
of Sir Charles. Tupper. The chief cause
which Mr.. Foster has for being angry
with the government is that he is no
longer in office bimsclf and  this griev-
ance is one that is likely to exist for
many years to come.

long been

NOT AN ANNEXATIONIST.

We have reccived the following - letter
by cable from the premier of Newfound-
fand: ] .

st. John’s, Nfld., May 16.
To-the lditor of The Telegraph:

1 have to request that you will give the
wost positive refutation to the article
' phat appeared in your paper under date
the twelfth instant, headed An Annexa-
tionizt Premier. The statement that 1
purpose contesting the mnext election on
the platform of annexation to the United
States is utterly unfounded.. 1 must ex-
press iy surprise and regret that you
_should have published the article in ques-
tion without first ascertaining the truth
of the allegation.. In justice to my gov-
ernment and myself I have to also request
that you wil) give immediatc publicity to
this communication. 0

{ .. BOND, Premier.

1t is w'th great pleasure that we give
publicity/ to the above communication
from the premier -of Neéwfoundland.” The
statement that Mr. Bond intended to
favor anmexation Yto. the .United States
was contained in a press de-patch from
St. John’s, Newlioundland, dated the
4th inst., which appeared in all the Can-
adian papers. The Telegraph naturally
‘enough accepted the statements made 1n
this despat¢h as correct and commented
on them editorially as did the Montreal
VWitness and other Canadian  papers.

While therefore we regret exceedingly
hulving published a report in regard to
Premier Bond which turns out not to have
been acourate we cannot see_t_lm;ltmﬁq‘y_'_
special blame rests on us. A newspaper
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; _ of the—-Assoc.ated
“Press, and it is impossible to,verify every
revort off hand.

THE BOER ISSUE AND THE PRESI-
DENTIAL ELECTION.

The cffusive welcome which was given
on. Tuesday Dby a committee of New
York 'cit'x?.mi.u to the Boer delegates
signifies that the men of Tammany 1all
are very anxious to make paolitical capital
for the coming election out of the arrival of
those alleged Republicans. There is, how-
ever, nothing serious or important in such
demonstrations as that which was organ-
ized in New York or those which will be
organized in other citics of the United
States which the Boers delegates will
visit.© About election times the American
people take fits of insanity and are will-
ing to do almost anything for the pur-
pose of aiding their party. The Demo-
crats, under the leadership of Mr. Bryan,
¢re very anti-Dritish in their views and
the elcction will no doubt largely be run
on an issue of hostility to Great Britain,
pot on account of her trcatment of the
Boers, but because she is the great up-
holder of sound money and the gold
standard. Most people will be quite will-
ing that the free silver heresy and syimn-
pathy with the Boers should go together,
because they are equally bbj€m1
a political sense. The Democratic party
has no chance whatever of returning - to
power at the coming presidential election
and its leaders madly grasp at any jssue
that is likely to assist them. Unfortun-
ately anti-British sentiment is very pre-
valent in the United States at the pres-
ent time, and always has been, and both
political parties are willing to utilize it
for their own purposes. The Republican
party is too- deeply committed to a policy
of neutrality in the present war to change
its tactics now and therefore it must
bear whatever odium is attached to it in
the coming election by reason of its re-
fusal to assume an attitude of hostility
to Great Britain.

There are a great- many Canadians in
the United States who have votes but
who still sympathize with the country
which they have left and who have an
affection for the old flag under which
they were born. There are also any
pgple of English birth as well as natives
of Scotland who live in the United States
under similar conditions, and all the
irishmen in the United States are not
encmics of Great Britain.e We therefore
hope that every man born in Canada, in
Fhgland or Scotland who has a vote at
the coming presidential election will be
careful to cast it for the party which
shows its friendliness to Great Britain,
and do its utmost to defeat and destroy
the party which is trying to make this.
war a political issue in the coming presi-
dential election. We think that the
(fanadian vote will: be found to be a fac-
tor not to' be despised even A a’ presi-
dential election and that the parly that
assumes tbat' the 6n1)l' persons worthy of
consideration are anti-British  shouters
and tail-twisters will find themselves sad-
ly mistaken. :

‘A HESSIAN ORGAN.

i

The tactics which the Sun is pursuing
with respect to Mr. Tarte are quite in
line with the conduct of its leader, Sir
Charles Tupper, whose Hes:ian ancestry
seems to dominate his conduct. The prin-
aiples of Hessianism as illustrated during
the war of the revolution were to plunder
the enemy but to run away when there
was any hard fighting to be Inci-
dentally other qualities such as untruth-
fulness and insincerity were added to
wake the character complete. Yesterday
the Sun contained another attack upon
Mr. Tarte whom it accused of being a
friend of Dr. Leyds and hostile to British
supremacy in South Africa. The editor
of the Sun was in the press gallery when-
it was stated' by the premier of Canada
that the statement which appeared in the
Sun and other papers that Mr. Tarte
had interviewed Dr. Leoyds was not true.
Mr. Tarte never met Dr. Leyds in his
life and never sought to meet him, and

done.

he has no more sympathy with the objects
which Dr. Leyds has in view than the
most loyal citizen in the British Empire.
Mr. Tarte 1v not like Sir Char.es Tupper
running about the country denouncing an
imperialistic policy which would unite the
colonies more closely to the mother coun-
try, and declaring that Canada will not
hear any portion of the burdens of the
Lipire. On the contrary Mr. Tarte has
voiced the sent:ments of the Liberal party
of Canada and especiadly ol the section
which he represents, the French Liberals,
in speeches like the following, which he
delivered the other day at the banquet
given by the British Ismpire League. Mr.
Tavte said:

The . more  he travelled
saw of the world the more he believed
Canada to be the happlest country on the
globe. They knew, her material wealth,
the healthfulness-of her cimate, the high
character of her people, and the exezption-
al liberty they enjoyed under the Brit.sh
flag. Between the Y¥rench and English
in Kurope there was supposed to be hittle
love lost; but in Canada, with a popuia-
tion of six millions of which two were
French-Canadians, they found the two
nations standing shoulder to shoulder 1n
defence of the KEmpire. Of course, they
differed in minor matters—nobody could
expeot them to agree on all points; but
on one matter both Irench and English
Canadians were agreed—the question  of
leyalty. H's French-Canadian  country-
men were just as loyal to the British flag
as were the mcmbers of the British Em-
pire Jmague, and. if the majority of the
Canadian people were Trench instead of
English, the British flag would be just
as safe in Canada as it is today. But they
as Canadians wanted not only to be Brit-
ish subjects, but to become good French
~citizéns of CinddamyHe thad been accused
of trying to transfer, _L!;he,s,eaxt cxi_‘the.u(;pg;

and

full-fledged * ¢itizenis of the Empire. The

| Surely Sir Charles wouid not have us be-

doA-(Thughter)—but the time Was' not’ fat’
distant wien Canadians 'wouH " become

dominion wa¢ making rapid progress, and
in time would seek her proper share in
Imperial councils. In South Africa Can-
ada was doing her part in the work of
Empire gladly and, he hoped, manfully.
When the war was brought to a success-
ful issu# he hoped to see established there
those frec institutions which had made
Canada. a nation. (Cheers.) He admired
the pluck of the Deers. They were a
fine people; and, from his exper.ence as
2 French-Canadian, he yas giad to assure
them that when conquered: they would
not, lose their liberty, but gain a new
freedom. They might even expect to see
some of their chief citizens ministers of
the British erown. )

This is the kind of talk which the
people of Great Britain like to hear from
a Canadian minister of the crown or any
other Canadian public man. They do not
understand why Sir Charles Tupper should
speak in a d:flerent note and be leading
his party into a policy, which, if success-
ful, would result in the withdrawal of Can-
ada from the Empire. They are puzzled
at thosze anti-Dritish demonstrations by
onc who has been loaded with honors by
the Queen, made a C. B, a K.C MG
and a baronet, but then they do not un-
derstand because they do not know that
Sir Charles Tupper is a Hessian.

A SERIOUS BLUNDER.

The synod of Toronto and Hamilton
(Presbyterian) recently adopted a general
report in which the following paragraph
appeared:

“Qur position in Canada today is full of
responsibility and  hope. A new era of
commercial prosperity has dawned upon
us, and a new place is being assigned us
among the nations of the world. The
blood of our brave -sons,-shed in defence
of Britain’s honor, on & foreign ficld, has
ceménted a union between Canada and
the motherland, which only a year ago no
statesman’ could have anticipated. Hence-
forth we are onc. We have to share with
Britain the high honor of being in the van
in the world’s. evangelization. We have
within our wide borders immense possibil-
ities for a mighty population. Qur respon-
&bilitics "and duties as w church and a
nation are increasing by leaps and bounds.
God is calling us to higher and harder
duties than have ever fallen, perhaps, o
the lot of so young a nation.”

These sound like _true and sensible
words; but Sir Charles Tupper will prob-
ably regard them as embodying a serious
blunder. He will say they fail to accen-
tuate the fact that our future prosperity
turns upon a mutual preference in trade
between England and Canada, and’ that
they also leave out of the calculation the
danger of $48,000,000 being cast- upon us
annually as the result' of Sir Wilfrid -
Laurier's imperial policy. When we have
to pay $43,000,000 a year, as Sir Charles
told the pecople of -Quehee, to kecp -up
Britain’s army and navy, we shall not be
able to boast so enthugastically about our
prosperity. 4

. AN UNWITTING COMPLIMENT.

In asserting,-as the Tory papers do day
after day, that Sir \,lefrid Laurier could
have had a preference for Canada for the
asking, they are unwittingly paying the
preiier a very high compliment. They are
assuming that at his request the people
of England would have been willing to re-
cnact the corn laws, to tax themselves on
the necessaries of life, and incur all the
attendant risks. There is no doubt they
would still do a very great deal to show
their sympathy with us, and in the case
of the Ottawa fire sufferers they have done
magnificently; but therc are probably some
things which the people of Great Pritain
would not ¢are to do, certainly not with-
out very grave and prolonged deliberation.
One of these things unquestionably would
be the abolition of their free trade policy,
and a return to the conditions which pre-
vailed anterior to 1840.

To assume that Sir Wilfrid Laurier, as
Mr. MecNeill put & the other day, could
lave secured a preference for Canada if
he had asked for it on the occasion of Her
Majesty’s jubilee, is to assume that the
people of England are influenced more by
sentiment than judgment—more by caprice
than reasoning. Such a view is scarcely
complimentary. It is based on the notion
that what John Bull will not do when
permitted to think it over, he is sure to do
if you can catch him off his guard, when
his heart has been softencd by patriotic
impulse. Such an act he would be sure
to regret next day. We are quite willing
to concede that Sir Wilfrid made a very
fine impression in England; but we scarce-
ly think he reached that stage where he
could have asked for the head of free trade
in a charge and have received it. - Sir
Charles Tupper was on the spot as the
representative of Canada for twelve years,
and he was there during the jubilee of 1887.
1low does it come:that no onc suspecls
him of ever having had enough influence
to secure this great advantage for Canada?

lieve that Sir Wilfrid, during a few weeks’
visit, cotid in that short time have ac-
quired a larger influence with the British
authorities than he did himself during
.twelve years?

NATIONAL DEFENCE.

The 1ecent spoech of the Marquis of
has  set the British
thinking over the question of mnational

Salisbury people
defence and his suggestion in regard to
the formation of rifle clubs for the pur-
pose of premoting good markmanship is
likely 2o be adopted. Sir Michael Hicks-
Beach, the chancellor of the exchequer, in
a recent specch to his constituents, dis
agreed with the idea that a large and per- |
manent increase of the army might be-
come mecessary, saying that the country
must look to the volunteers and the mili-
tia. The present iar fn South’ Alriea

must rely on the usual and well tested

adian ‘government irom Ottawa to Lon-

would seem to demonstrate that military
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drill is not so

busingss as has been supposed. The Boers,

csential a part of a soldiet’s

who are certainly not soldiers in the Iaro-;
pean sense of, the term, and who know
nothing about the drill book, have made
a most wonderful defence of their country,
a defence that no peison would hawve be-
lieved powsible a year ago. 1t is true that
they have been favored by great distance
over which the British armics have had
to be moved and by nature of their coun-
try, which is wall suited to the taking up.
and holding of strong defensive positions, |
but apart from that they have displayed
a mobility and steadiness that are truly
wonderful, and they have proved that an,
army defending its own territory does noL"
require to be highly drilled according to'
the military standards of Europe. 'J,‘ho,
great requisites of a soldier are courage
and good Courage
quality which can only be bestowed by
are sounl

markmanship. is a,
nature, but any man whose eyes
and whose nerves are steady can become
a “good marksman. 1t is therefore reas-
onable to suppose that instead of adding,
largely to the numbers . of the British
army efforts should be made Lo increase
the volunteer and milit'a forces and to
teach the men who compose them to be
when

good marksmen. In former days
the bow and arrow was the weapon of
the British, ycomanry meelings were held
frequently at which prizes were given for
&kill in archery. lvery houschoider was
the possessor of a good yew tree bow and
to be able to handle it well was his high-
est ambition. Why should not the same
fecling mow  cxist with regard to the
rifle? In those days the noblemen t«mké
of

There is now an excellent chance

Lhe‘ lead in encomraging the practice
archery.
for them to take the Jead in the founding
rifle as-ociations.

and maintainence of

Sych a-good work in the cause of nation-
al defence might well take the place of
some of the inhuman sports such as fox
hunting and coursing,” which. ave mere
relicts  of barbarous age anidl which
a nation which daims to be highly civil:
ized should be ashamed to indulge in. We
{rust that the idea of rifle clubs will bear
fruit and be carried into effect, for it i3
a plan which is quite as well adapted to
this side of the Atlantic as to the Brilish

Islands.

a

PORTO RICO.

Lfarper’s Weekly, which styles itself “a
journal of civilization,” is reading a watn-
ing to thc'pi:ople of Porto Rico against
an in regard to
their condition at the present tme. 1t
{clls them that agitation will not assist
them in the least to gain anything that
they desire and that they ought to con-
tent themselves with being as well off as
they are. There are some very school-
masterly remarks in the article on the
necessity of industry and the impossibil-
ity of obtaining any degree of prosperity
without it. The sum and substance of

unnecessary agitation

will be of no avail. This is a cool way of

disposing of the Porto Rico question, but

" we doubt whether it will be regarded as

The

people of Porto Rico welcomed the United

drcisive  and final in - the matter.

States, not as a conqueror but as a friend,
and giadly p'.':l(od themeelves under the
American flag. - They natura’ly expected
that, having done this they would acquire
all those rights and privileges whicit
belonz to Americans and that their coun-
try would be treated precisely in the same
manner as any other part of the United
States. So far from this being the case,
they find themselves now after about two
years of military rule under a civil gover-
nor, who is not at all influenced by their
wishes and who is not subject to their
control. Instcad of their country being
{reated as a part of the United States
as regards its commerce, although formal-
ly annexed, it is dealt with as though it
were a scparate nation. Duties are im-
posed on the products ~ of Porto Rico
brought into the United States. This s
done to satisfy the extreme protectionist
who fear the competition of Porto
and sugar and are

i

party,
Rico in fruits, tobacco
not willing that the products of that is-
land should enter the other states free of
duty. The people of Porto Rico, there-
fore, find themselves American citizens
without the privileges of Ainerican citizen-

ship. One good purpose this episode will
serve, and that is it will be a warning to '

the people of Cuba to insist on being in- |
dependent and not a part of the United
States. There are many Americans who
look upon the annexation of Cuba as in- |
evitable, but now with the warning of |
Porto Rico before them, the people of |
(Cuba will have no excuse for being de-
ceived. 1f a hostile tariff is placed ~on
the goods of Porlo Rico, how much more
will be placed on the goods of Cuba,
which is immeasurably more fertile and
productive, and which could supply the
United States with all the sugar it con-
sumes without any difficulty.

THE POLICY OF DEFAMATION.

Wihen the Liberals were in opposition 1
they were reproached by the Conservatives
with being the prophets of blue ruin. It is
poscibly true that during the long regime
of the Tories some Liberals may have given

a pessimism which was practically t,
'

voice to
irresistible under the circumstances; but |
whether that be so or not, it is worthy :
of note that our Conservative friends today !
are drifting into a more hurtful and dau- ,
gerous form of grumbling. They cannot '
say that the country is going to ruin, since !
the evidences are overwhelming on the

growth of the public debt menaces the
ability of the people to bear the burden,
since the annual increase under Liberal ad-
ministration is not one-third of the average
during cighteen years of Tory rule. They

cannot say that genuine progress and pros-
perity does not prevail on every hand and

the. . week¥'$ iq’jﬁﬂt;“’»is thet” the *peoplel
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of their. lot, and if they do complain it

ation which hits at the higher life of the

other side; nor can they say that the .

s YTy branch of industry and commerce. |
r)z\ But,they have adopted a policy of defam-

Canadian people. YWhat matters it in the

long run that we prosper today if, as the
opposition allege, honor and integrity and
clean living among the men who control
in a very large measure the destinies of the
country are declining? Ilere is a specimen
of the criticism which appears almost daily
in the columns of the chief Conservative
organ, the Mail and Empire:

“Puring the past three or four y‘cars
there has been so much of this election
rascality directed from headquarters, some
of it on behalf of Ross, some of it in the
interests of Laurier and Tarte, that it has
awakened in the public mind the strongest
possible indignation. It is known that

_ the two governments, one at Ottawl, the

other at Toronto, have united upon a sys-
tom of swindling. They hire and pay their
eleetion experts. They employ their thieves
to cheat the people at the polls, and to
create in their respective legislatures fraud-
ulent majorities that shall vote through
every deal and every steal.: The Laurier
and Ross governments are a foul conspir-
acy against the freedom of the electors.
Concealment will not stay the tide of dis-
gust with which their cheating is viewed.
Itswill only strengthen the hatred enter-
tained by all right-thinking men for the
meanness and  criminality that have
prompted: the combined attacks upon the
richts and liberties of the people.”

These are strong words, and it will be

| conceded that they should not be used

without the cleanest possible proofs of
their truthfulness.

We venture to say there is not a sane
man in the rdnks of the Conservative party

. who in his heart believes that the present

government at Ottawa is “a foul conspir-
acy against the freedom of the electors.”
He could not believe it. Prejudice, we
know, can render a man blind to almost
cverything good in his opponents; Lut
there is not a Conservative in the Jaond
who would so far outrage his reason as
to accept a statement such as we have
just quoted. He knows that it is part of
the game of politics to imply a corrupt
motive to everything done by ihe govern-
ment; but he knows, at the samne time,
that not even the suspicion of a scandal
.has been actually estublished against the
men who compose Sir Wilfrid Laurier's
cabinet. He may talk loos:zly and lightly
about not trusting them; Lui he does not
mean it. He is merely playing his part
in the game.

'..[‘here is, however, a still Ligher view of
t.lu.s matter which we think it well to
point out. What must ve the impression
made on the mind of an outsider, who

| reads in a prominent Canadian jovrnal

that the men who hold oftice in this coun-
try are cheats and thieves and swindlers?
To tay that the people arc burdensomely
tuxcq is bad enough, it creates an unwar-
ranted prejudice in the minds of those who
are reading about our affairs, but to
charge that our public men are without
llqnux' or decency is an infinitely worse
thing. 1t is all very well to take it for
granted that such language will be under-
sitood to be the meaningless recrimination
of a disappointed and despairing party; but
it hurts Canada and is in the last degree
unpatriotic. QOur ministers are ju;t as
clean and as free from reproach as the
ministers of any country under the sun,
and while we may have our party bicker-




