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The plan of redemg‘tlon implies that mankind had forfeited their right to
God's favour ; that they were suffering the bondage of sin and the penalties of
God’s violated law.

The Foreign wemay regard as the echo of redemp-
tion and of the spi that there are those of our fellow-
creatures who are still nnreconciled to God, bound in the fetters of moral
darkness and spiritual night, and groaning under the penalties of sin, because
they are } he God who made them, the Saviour who redeemed
them, and the gospel which can save them. Did the pioneers in this enter-

prise have false conceptions of the condition of the heathen when they sounded
home, and even life, in its interests?

and sacrificed time, money,

that the Bless nity had false conceptions with regard
n of the apostate race of Adam, when in the council chamber of
heaven they undertook and adopted the plan o redeem that race by sending
the Son to this sin-cursed earth to suffer and die.

Even now, in the latter part of the nincteenth century, while the greater
sart of the earth is enjoying the full blaze of gospel light, a large portion of
h‘.s opulation are enshrou d in darkness deeper than that of midnight, and
more fearfully felt than that which rested on the land of Egypt—e moral dark-
ness, & spiritual gloom, & night of des| air.

Millions, doubtless, there are, on whose pathway the suu of righteousness
has never shone, whose physical, tal, moral, and gpiritual de%mdx\tlou are
so great a8 to render them miserable in the present and hopeless 88 o the
future. These are imploringly looking up &n ing for help, that they may
know why they exist, what is their destiny, an the remedy for sin

and its penalties.

‘And while these are facts, there are those, and even those who profess to be
the friends of Jesus, who will excuse themselves from contributing to_the
Foreign Mission funds, and will even find fault with those who advocate For-
eign Missions, for doing 80, heathens at home,”
or that *‘the heathen ar r i ance, than th
would be with the knowledge of God.” Al erchance this Report Wl
come to the notice of some of that class, it may be timely to remark that those
referred to in the expression, ** heathen at home,’” are in a manner * willingly
ignorant’’ of the ‘*things which belong to their peace. Amid such a blaze
of gosp i “'at home,” they cannot fail to discover, at least,
d lead them to Jesus f they were willing to follow it

g gtar,”
that the heathen are well enough off as they are, itis

With re%:rd to the idea,
that those who will say that, and act according to that notion,

enough to'say
wust certal «yndervalue the rivileges they cnjuy themselves, or be groa:]lﬁ
ignorant of iti he heathen world,” or their hearts need 8
0 be touched with thi f Christ’s love. But, to use the
1anguage of the Apostle Fersuu,ded better things of
ou, and things }.lmt accompany salvation ion of the heathen), though

Paul, Beloved
(the salval

‘we thus speak.’
God has caused our ears to hear the heathens' cry of distress, our eyes 1086
their degraded and helpless condition, and our hearts to syn}nfat ize
them, and to respond to the call, * Come over and help us.” ¢ has in
rovidence given us an interest in the Mission enterprise, and opencd to us 80
4 inviting fleld for operation Already have our hearts com

m

salvation of the erishing ;

and have marke the progress which

rienced “j?y" similar to that for which He * endured the cross and des

the shame. A

"'We have not yet recelved the last: Annual Report from:, our E‘m'euall Mlﬂ

field, for some reasot ; ‘but it hias come to the hand 'of brethren in the Ut

States, and we hate learned something of its character, o e
e ference 18 m
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