{n Carrying Out Blockade ‘in
English Channel and
North Sea.

e

SIR EDW. GREY DENIES

STORY OF GREAT LEAKAGE]|

Tells Neutrals England Cannot
Abandon Her Right of Inter-
ference with the Enemy's
Trade.

London, Jan. 26.—Hereafter
French warships will aslist Brit-
ish vessels in blockade duties in
both the English Channel and the
North Sea, participating in the ex-
amination of mails, as well as car-
goes, In future France will be
consuited on all questions con-
cerning the blockade, Joint Anglo-
French replies will be made %o
any protests on the subject.

london, Jan. 26~—~The opening
&r&m of the speechies of Sir Edward

ey, Foreign Secretary, in the House
of Tommons, and of the Marquis of
Lansdowne, Minister without portfolio
in the House of Lords, today gave the
impression that the British govern-
ment is not likely to resort to an ab-
solute blockade of Germany.

Arthur Shirley Benn, Unionist mem-
ber for Plymouth, on introducing the
motion for an effective blockade, urg-
od the government in conjunction with
the Entente Allies, to declare that the
entire over-oceanic traffic with Ger-
many shall be prevented by a block-
ade. He said he did not think Ameri-
ca would object, as the blockade would
be on the same principle as was the
blockade declared by Lincoln.

“I hope the government will abolish
the ordersin-council, and issue, in con-
junction with our Allies, a strong de-
claration that the Alies have decided
from now on that the entire over-
oceanic traffic to Germany will b& pre-
vented by a blockade of German
ports,” said Mr. Benn. Continuing he
said:

*Lines should be drawn from outside
the Norwegian threemile limit to Scot-
fand, and across the English Channel,
and the Straits of Gibraltar, and ev-
erything going into Germany or cpm-
ing should be stopped there, even Aif

are accused of violating the rights
& neutrals.
“We ought to consider expediency
put such a blockade into force at
once, if we are convinced that it will
bring the war to a speedier close.

“It would hearten our people, and
would let the Empire and the world
¥now that our rulers had the courage
to act in @ way to which I believe we
have a legal and moral right.”

4

Storles of Big Leakage Exaggerated.

Foreign Secretary ,Grey opened his
speech by saying it was a difficult and
complicated subject which the House
had under consideration, He had
gathered from the debate that there
was a real misapprehension concern-
ing the amount of trade passing into
Germany, and regarding what this gov-
ernment was doing to stop that trade.
The figures given in the press had
created a grotesque impression in re-
gard to the amount of leakage and
wonld mot bear investigation.- He as-
serted that the attack founded ‘on
these figures did great injustice o
the government, for these figures did
not take into consideration the fact
that, in many cases, exports ffbm the
United States had merely made good
supplies which meutrals formerly drew
from Germany. The figures given for
exports dealt only with goods which
left'the United States, and gave no in-
formation concerning their arrival.

. “With regard to neutrals the gov-
nment is perfectly ready to exam-
) ine any other method of carrying out
our declared policy of stoppitg enemy
trade, than the one now adopted, which
might be more convenient and more
agreeable in practise, so long as it
was effective.
“I would say to neutrals’ that we
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LOWER PRICED THAN

BRITAIN.OR AUSTRALIA,

REFUTATION OF OPPOSI
- MENTS—MINISTER OF

ARTICLE MADE IN GREAT
SIR SAM HUGHES SHOWS IN

TION SPEAKERS’ STATE-
MILITIA ‘HOLDS CLOSE AT-

ENTION OF HOUSE—HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE

SHELL CONTRACTS AN
THE PRICES.

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, Jan. 26.—"“It is my baby. 1
am the father of the concern be it for
good or bad and I propose to stick to
§t” This was the characteristic way
in which General Sir Sam Hughes re-
ferred to the shell committee today
in-the course of a temperate and com-
prehensive speech, He showed to the
Housge the ground upon which he based
his faith and it was noteworthy that
he was listened to with searce an in-
terruption on tlie part of the members
of the Opposition.

Those that came were by no means
unfriendly, General Hughes has been
the big Canadian in this war and this
ig recognized by’ both sides of the
House. He @dded to his prestige by
avoiding expfessions which might tend
to friction, and indeed he spared him-
self less than he did the cmtics of the
shell committee. Once he admitted
that he might be “erratic” but the
“balance wheel was in the Premier.™

The resume of his work that he pre-
sented proved him to be a man of ac
iion and energy. His enterprise has
resulted in the establishment of new
industries in this country which will
stay and fiourish after the war. Take
zine, for instance. When General
Hughes found that Canada had to pay

2 cents per pound to American manu-
facturers he determimed that Canada
would manufacture her own. Canada
now pays only 15 cents per pound and
18 at the same time supplying the
British and Russian demands for this
metal, Copper §s now being refined
in the Dominion,

The Minister of Militia was modest
enough not to take credit for the
change in the bore of the'Lee Enfield
rifle, the weapon of the British army,
but the fact is that he was responsible
for it. When he found that the 4.60
bore of the Ross rifie was too smail
for the inferior cartridges that were
being supplied and that they were
jamming, he had tésts made at the
arsenal at Quebec and desired that
the bore should be 4.64. The British
muthorities stuck out for 4.62, but
eventually came t6 General Hughes’
way of thinking and mow the Lee En-
flelds are 4.64 also.

Refutation of -Carvell Charges.

Statements have been made in the

D BRITISH GOVERNMENT SET
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than the great firms of the United
States offered to manufacture them
for! yet the latter also demanded that
their extra machinery be paid for,
and contracts were not to be subject
to cancellation.

Further they were advanced iwelve
million dollars. On the other hand
Canadian manufacturers got no honus,
no advance, and their contracts were
subject to cancellation. Canadian ex-
perts went to American factories and
taught them how to make shells for
the British war office.

But General Hughes did not dwell
upon the  detalls. He dealt rather
with the big issues.

The big thing to him was the power
of Canadians in the fleld, and in the
factory. There is no believer in Can-
ada greater than he, and the story he
told of a small band of Canadians
St. Julien, firing Canadian ammuni-
tiop out of Canadian guns,

» o
and drivi k 100,000 Ge
wounded behind them, thrilled the
House,

That he had the sympathy of the
most of his political opponents was
menifest. Even Frank Carvell nod-
ded approval several times when the
Minister of Militia was pronouncing
upon his policies;, and it is significant
that, during the whole course of the
debn‘!e the Minister of Militia and his
department have been immune from
attack of any seriousness Omg or two
such as D. D. MacKenzie have tried
to hurl criticism at General Hughes,
but these men don't comnt in parlia-
mentary debate, and their efforts fell
flat. From the serious men there has
not beep a word of criticism.

Just before the close of the House
Hon. Martin Burrell began his speech,
and he will continue tomorrow. He
had speclal referegoe to Measrs, Pugs-
ley’ and Carvell. He objected to the
tone and character of their speeches
alone, Of Mr. Pugsley, he said scrip:
turally “the words of his mouth weme
soft as butfer, but war was in his
heart,”
that suavity was not one of his -tnarac-
teristics. He was rather of the sand-
jbagging or bludgeoning type.”

Ottawa, Jan. 26—(Via leased wire)
—Sir Sam Hughes, who was applauded
on rising to resume the debate on the
address, said that thus far nothing of

House that there had been political lnny importance had been said in criti-
favoritism in the choice of officers.|cism of the department of militia and
Mr. Carvell was particularly asser |defence. There had been more or less
tive regarding this, but General|talk concerning the organization
Hughes showed today that the reversé |known as the shell committee. But
was the case. The majority of the|following the precedent established
officers are Liberals, and. this is natur.during the South African war, the ex-
al, as he showed, because during the |Denditures of that body and the con-
long term of office of the Liberal go duct of its business did not appertain
ernment their young officers were|t© the Canadian parliament. Sir Sam

coming to the front. Amoagst the
army medical officers, for oxample,
only four or five of the senlor officers
are Conservatives.

Then with regard tq. contracts lei
by the Shell Committée, he showed
that four-fifths of the shell coutracts
went to Liberals, and seven-tenths of
the box contracts. - Personally he had
nothing to do with the contracts, had
attended only two meetings, and the
British Government had set the prices.

This introduced the interesting com-
parison of prices. The prices of Ca:
nadian shells "are lower than those
manufactured in the United States,
Great Britain or Australia. Shortly
after the beginning of the war the
price was nearly three dollars lower

cannot abandon our rights of interfer-
ence with enemy trades, and cannot
exercise that right without consider-
able inconvenience to their  trade.
They must answer, the one main ques-
tion.

“Do they admit our right to apply,
to the full, the principles applied by
the American government in the Civil
‘War, according to the order of condl-
tions, and to do our best to prevent
trade reaching the enemy through
neutrals?”

(Continued on page 9>
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recalled that in 1899 and 1902 large
sums of money were placed by the
British government to the credit of
the ministers of the crown in Canada.
Those sums were checked out by the
ministers, or by their attorneys.
When inquiries as to the disposition
were asked for by members of the
Commons they were met with a
promph, refusal. The minister said
that at that time it was rumored in
his own constituency that a number
Iol horses, which had cost the British
government $157 or $160, were, within
three or four weeks of the closing of
the war, sold for $38. Sir Sam said
that he had vainly endeavored to in-
vestigate the subject. At the begin-
ning of the war, he continued, he had
declined to follow the course adopted
by the members of the previous gov-
ernment. Accordingly the funds for
the purchase of shells were placed to
the credit of a special account under
the Shell Committee. For a double
reason, therefore, he did not seé that
it was the function of the house to
enquire into any of the transactions
of that committee. At the same time,
as far ag he was concerned, he would
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Police Wam People to Take
Cover Duting Raids to Avoid
Injury: by Falling Bits of
Shells.

London, Jcn‘ 26—That the authori-
ties expect a @peedy resumption of
Zeppelin raids son London, and that
the danger to !pch the populace will
be exposed oniSuch occasions is great-
er than ever, i§ Indicated by the pub-
Hoation of & police warning tonight,
which reads: .

“The increase in offensive protec-
tion aguinst hosflle aircraft recently
provided in the Metropolitan district
makes it more  necessary that the
public, on the @ccasion of air raids,
take cover, so a8 1o be eheltered from
falling fragmentts of shells.”

e —— e er———

FUNERAL OF

Members of Government: and
Representatives in all Walks
of Life Pay Last Tribute.

Special to The Standard,

Moncton, Jan. 26—~The funeral of
Hon. W. B. Dickson, Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of the province
of New Brunswick, took place at 2.30
o'clock this afternoon from the family
residence at No. 114 Union street, and
wag attended by members of the pro-
vincial government and by many lead-
ing citizens.

The services at the house and grave
were to have been conducted by Cap-
tain the Rev, G. A. Lawson, but on
account of an accident to the reverend

As for Mr. Carvell, he said|gentleman he was unable to be pres-

ent and the services were conducted
by Rev. E. H. Cochrane assisted by
Rev. 8. W. Schunman of Hillshoro.

The choir of the First Baptist
chunch was present and rendered very
offectively the hymms “Abide With
Me,” and: “Lead Kindly Light.”
though a request that no flowers be
offered had been made there were a
number of beautiful floral tributes
from friends outside the city, among
them being a beautiful wreath upon a
pedesta] from the-executive council of
the province and another wreath upon
a pedestal from the members of the
Legislative Assembly,

The pall-bearers were Messrs O. M.
Melanson, M.L.A., Dr. O. B, Price, M.
L.A., Agent Gemeral F. W, Sumner,
George B, Willett, High Sheriff of
Westmonrland ‘County, Mathew Lodge,
and W. F, Humphrey. The funeral pro-
cession was a large one, many teams
following the remalns to their last
resting place in Blmwood cemetery.

Among those who were in the city to
attend  the funeral of the Hon. Mr.
Dickson were Hon. George J. Clarke,
Premier of N, B.; Hon. J. A. Murray,
Commissioner of Agriculture; Dr. D.
V. Landry, Provincial Secretary; Hon.
John Morrissy, Oommissioner of Pub-
lic Works; P. G. Mahoney, OM.L.A.,
Westmorland; G. D. Prescott, M.L.A.,
Albert; H. V. Dickson, M.L.A., for
Kings; H. M. Woods, M.L.A, for
Queens; O. M. Melanson, M.L.A. for
Westmorland; W. H. Dufty, G H.
Bain, A. B. Lauder, Hilisboro, and
Isaac 'C, Prescott and George D. Fres-
cott, Aibert.

Body to Arrive Tonight

The body of Mrs. Willlam H. de
Coster, laté of Hebron, Maine, is ex-
to arrive here tonight for in.
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ESSAD. PASHA DEFEATS BULGARS IN FIRST CLASH
HAND TO HAND FIGHTING NEAR

" BULGIAAN VI

UEUVILLE AND

FRENCH TAKE MINE CRATERS GERMANS CAPTURED
SEVERAL DAYS AGO —TURKS CLAIM BRITISH AT-
TACK REPULSED IN MESOPOTAMIA.

Hostilities on all fronts having, for
the moment, dwindled to rather unim-
portant proportions, the politcal side
of the war has again assumed thé chief
role of interest.

The British parliament is discussing
with much animation, what steps shall
be taken to make more rigid the gov-
ernment’s . plan. of keeping goods of
all kinds from being imported or ex-
ported by Germany; British labor has
decided, by an overwhelming majority,
to support the government to the full
in the prosecution of the war; the
German ambassador at Washington
has presented to the American govern«
ment a draft note concerning the sink-
ing of the steamer Lusitania, which
is belleved to meet all the American
demands on this troublesome issue,
and which, if accepted by the German
government, will finally end the con-
troversy.

In addition, Great Britain has an-
swered tenatively the American pro-
test against the holding up of mails,
but will reply more fully to the repre-

er approval of Great Britain's atti-

tude. Simultaneously, comes the an-
nouncement that in the future French
warships will aid the British navy in
blockading the English Channel and
the North Sea, and take part in the
examination of malls, as well as ear-
goes.

Hand-to-Hand Fighting

Hand-to-hand fighting between the
|I~‘rench and Germans mear Neuville
took place when the French tried to
re-take trenches captured from them
by the Germans. Berlin reports that
all the attacks were repulsed. The
French, however, have taken from the
Germans mine craters they had occu-
pied several days ago, and in mining
operations in the Argonne Forest
have destroyed German trenches,

On the Austro-Italian front Italian
positions near Oslavia have been cap-
tured by the Austrians, who made
prisoners of forty-five officers and
1,197 men, according to Vienna.

e Turks claim that another at.
tack by the British near Menlarie,
east of Kut-El-Amara, was discontin-
ued after the British had suffered “ap-
palling losses.”

An unofficial despatch - says that
Bulgarians, invading Albania, have
come in contact with and met defeat
at the thands of Albanian troops led
by Essad Pasha, provisional president
of Albania, who is co-operating with
the Entente Allies.

we took east of Neuville. They were
repulsed on each occasion after hand-
to-hand fighting.

“French mine operations in the
Argonne destroyed our trenches a
short distance from Neuvile. We oc-
cupied the crater they made after
having frustrated the attack of the
enemy,

“Naval aeroplanes attacked the
military establishments of the enemy
near La Panne. Our atmy aeroplanes
attacked the railway establishments
of Loos, southwest of Dixmude, and of
Bethune.

“Regarding the other theatres of
war. there is nothing to report.”

.

In East Africa
\

London, Jan. 26—The following of-
ficial communication was issued this
evening:

“General Sir Horace L. Smith-Dor-
rien reports that on Janwary 24 our
troops advanced from Mbuyuni, fifteen
miles east of Taveta (British East Af-
rioa), and drove off a small force of
the enemy which was holding the

i camp; four miles west of
Mbuyuni, and occupied: the camp.”

Germans Lose Daring Aviator.

Berlin, via wireless to Sayville, Jan.
26.—The two German air squadrons
which shelled Nancy on Monday, as
reported by the German headquarters
staff, says the Overseas News Agency,
dropped ‘over 150 bombs on the town
and the fortress. The news agency
adds:

“The German aviation corps la-
ments, in this connection, the loss of
Lieut. Bohen, who was several times
cited in the headquarters reports. He
fell to the ground. at Ensisheim, in
Alsacée. The aviator was instantly
killed.”

The Hamburger Fremdenblatt re-
ports that one of the bombs dropped
by the German air squadrons when it
raided Dover on Monday - fell on a
deposit of mines which exploded and
caused enormous devastation in the
neighiborhood, Thirty-nine persons,
including one officer and twenty-four
soldiers, the newspaper says, were
killed.

Battle Took Place Twentyfive Miles
From Kut-El-Amara

London, Jan. 26-—The British official
press bureau today gave out the fol-
lowing communication dealing with
the fighting in Mesopotamia:

“From further communications the

recent fighting on the Tigris took place
twenty-three miles below Kut-El-Ama-
ra and not as previously stated seven
miles from Kut-El-Amara.

“The mistake arose through a mis-
understanding at the India \office in
connection with the references in the
telegrams to the KEssin position which
is known to have been strongly en-

The representatives of the Monte-
negrin government, according to a
Vienna despatch, coming by way of
Berlin, at last have signed articles re-
garding the disarmament of the Mon-
tenegrin army and the Montenegrins
are everywhere laying down their
arms.

The British House of Lords has

be glad to give all the elucidation of|terment on Saturday morninmg. The
the facts that he could. He had ati-|puneral will take place from the resi-
tended two meetings of the Shel} Com-|gence of her son. P. M. O'Neill, 55
mittee, the first and the last.

Continued on page 2

Douglas Avenue, to St. Peter's church
for requiem high mass at nine o'clock.

passed the third reading of the Mili
tary Service Bill.

British Attack in Mesopotamia.

Berlin, via Sayville, Jan. 26.—An offi-
cial Turkish statement received here
today, follows:

“Mesopotamian front: The British
made an attack near Menlarie, but
gave up after suffering appalling los-
ses,

“There were intermittent artillery
duels near Kut-El-Amara.

“On January 18, Turkish troops
made a surprise attack on the enemy's
camp west of Korna, killing numerous
enemies and a great mumber of cat-
tle.

“Caucasus front: Skirmishes oeccur
red on our right wing, near Murad riv-
"

Berlin Statement.

Berlin, Jan. 26, via London.—A great
number of counter-attacks were made
by the French yesterday to re-capture
the trenches taken by the Germans
east of Neuville, but they were repuls-
ed each time after hand-to-hand fight-
ing, says the statement issued today
by the army headquarters staff. The
text of the statement follows:

“Western theatre: The French at:
tempted in, a great number of coun-
ter-attacks to re-capture the trenches

trenched.
“There is nothingfurther to report.”

HANDS WITH THE
BRITISH GOVT

Entirely Abandons Former At‘~'
titude of Hostility and will
Give Full Support,

FIRST SESSION OF
LABOR CONFERENCE.

Socialist Leader Scathingly
Denounced — Overwhelm=
ing Vote in Favor of Carry-
ing on War to Victorious End

Bristol, England, Jan. 62—HEritish
organized labor, on the first day of a
conference which has mu‘cted. world
wide attention, out-voted the extreme
Soclalist anti-war section, and adopt
ed two resolutions expressing the pa-
triotic resolve to carry the war
through.

James Ramsay MacDonald, Socialist
ard Labor member of parliament for
Leicester, and Philip Snowden, Socials
ist member for, Blackburn, by the
power of their éloguence tried to per-
suade the delegates to vote againsi
the motions, but when requested to
define their position clearly made
evasions and were unable to convince
the conference,

One representative of the Socialist
section, when asked to state tha
terms on which the -Socialists would
have participated in a voluntary re
cruiting campaign, declared : “On no
terms.

He immediately lost his hold on the
delegates, who were overwhelmingly
in the opposing camps.

The conference was a most repre-
sentative one. A large segtion of
labor and commerce attended, while
seated on the platform were two
French Socialist deputies, and Robert
Aplegarth, one of the three founders
of trades unionism in Great Britain.

Many of the addresses were patri-
otic in tone, and James Ramsay Mac-
Donald: w criticized in unmeasured
terms by his fellow Scotsmen for
speaking roundabout the resolution
without making his own party’s posie
tion clear.

George James Wardle, member of
parliament for Stockport, and editor
of the Railway Review, demanded an
expression for or against carrying on
the war, and it was after that the con-
vention responded by carrying the
vital resolutions, which decided the
issue of the conference, by large mas
jorities favoring labor’s co-operation
with the authorities to bring about a
victorious ending to the war.

It could be seen immediately the
conference began that a large body of
opinion favored supporting the gov-
erpment, and when the 600,000 miners
threw a unanimous vote into the bal
ance against he anti-war movement
the success of the patriotic resolution
was certain.

The vote showed 1,847,000 againsh
206,000.

In the sight of God
and man, can you hold
on to your job any:
longer and let other
men fight for you?

ey



