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QUR BOARDING HOUSE

Reflections on Current Events by
S the Boarders.

“ 1n reviewing the events of the last
fow _ years you will find,” said
Brown, ¢ that fally eighty.per cent. of
the total number of strikes were inau-
gurated against a reduction in pay.
Under the competitive system wages
have, and will continue to have, a
downward tendency while the system
lasts ; it can’t be otherwisa, IthinkI
have shown clearly how, apart from
avarice and greed, competition in the
sale of the products of labor oft-times
forces employers to reduce wages when-
ever this course is open to them. This,
though a potent cause of the downward
tendency of wages, is, however, not
near so powerful an agent as the com-
peti ion in the sale of labor itself. We
are told that it is a commodity : at all
events it is biught and sold much the
same ag other commodities. There is
however, this difference between the
laborer and the products of labor: that
while one is a living, breathing, feel-
ing being, the other is not. The la-
horer cannot afford to be idle : he must
work in order to live, and- it is this ne-
cessity of his which proves the oppor-
tunity of the employer and is taken
full a. vantage of every time. This is
why, in an over-crowded labor market,
you find men under-bidding each
other in selling their labor wuntil, in
some occupations, the wages of the
father have become too small to pro-
vide the necessaries ‘of life for his fam-
ily, and the children, who ought to be
at school, are forced into factories and
compelled to contribute their share to
the common funds. It is not the greed
of the laborer which prompts him to
place his children in competition with
himself—it is dire necessity. Here,
then, you have two forces which from
opposite sides bear heavily against la-
bor ; first, the ruinous competition in
the sale of the products of labor ; and,

seco’ dly, the competition among labor-:

’

ers themselves.’

 And yet,” said Phil, “it was not
alvays so, although the competitive
system was in existence. My grand-
father told me more than once that as
a journeyman it was rarely that he
started to work before Wednesday, and
never worked later than 4 [o’clock on
Saturday. This constituted his week’s
work, aud no consideration would in-
duce him to work more. He was a
weaver, and no worse or better than
any journeyman of his trade and time.
He not only made a good living by four
days’ work a week, but he actually ac-
quired considerable property,”

“I hove no doubt about that,” re-
plied Brown, ‘“ but you must remem-
ber that this was done before the ad-
vent of the power loom. Arkwright’s
spinning jenny had not yet been intro-
duced, and your grandfather’s trade
was thoroughly organized. The Guild
regulated the number of apprentices,
stipulated their term of service, issued
cards to journeymen which they had
to produce bofore they could obtain
work as such, and in some countries it
even had the power to grani or refuse
permission to journeymen to establish
themselves in business as masters of
their trade. All this tended to prevent
the supply of weavers exceeding the
demand, and hence their prosperity.
‘With th introduction of machinery,
however, things changed, and it was at
this crisis wuai the Guilds and Trades
Unions or our grandfathers made their
greatest mistake. The introduction of
machinery was viulently opposed by
them; in many places they invaded
the factories, smashed the machines
and destroyed property generally, and
from this time dates the decline of the
old Trade Guilds. The men of those
days could not adapt themselves to the
great change that was coming over
them. 'They forgot that the introduc-
tion of machinery necessitated the sub-
givision «1 labor, and that this very
fact enabled employers 10 fill their
places with unskilled labor which they

had hitherto regarded with contempt.
If, instead of opposing the introduc-
tion of machinery, they had insisted on
their right to share in' its benefits by
reducing the hours of labor in justpro-
portion to the ‘increased productive
power of labor, er else demanded that
the State obtain sole control of all such
machines and work them for ths bene-
fit of the whole people, then there
would be no such thing as a labor qnes-
tion at the present day. But they
didn’t, and the result is that capital
now controls all tools of production.
You and I and every mother’s son who
works for wages must have the direc.
‘or indirect use of these tools, which we
can only obtain by the consent and
upon the terms of those who gossessb
them.” :

“ So that your whole argument boiled
down means this,” said Phil. *‘ First
that the possession of the tools of pro-i
duction enables those who own them
to force their own terms upon those
who must use them in order to live at
all. Second, that competition in labor
and in the gnle of the products of labor
reduces both profit and wages. Thisis
the position of things to-day ; now,
how are we going to alter it ?”

By adopting the same policy and
tactics which capital has adopted.” re-
plied Brown.  Individually the capi;
talist or rather manufacturer, for there
is a difference between the two, was
practically as helpless as what we are,
but he is combining with his fellows to
abclish competition in the products of
labor. We must combine to abolish
competition in labor. As they, by
limiting the output regulate the supply
of goods, so must we by reducing the
working hours regulate and limit the
supply of labor. Shorter hours means
the employment of more men ; this
would relieve the labor market and by
lessening competition inevitably raise
wag's. The first thing for labor to do,
is to thoroughly organize. An unorgan
ized trade is a standing invitation to
the manufacturers of that trade to re-
duce wages. Capital always attacks
the point of least resistance. So long
as the Railwaymen of England were in
a disorganized state the companies kept
up their large dividends by reducing
the wages of their men. The English
Railway News emphasizes this fact,
and reminds shareholders that labor
organizations have stopped this source
of reverue, and frankly admits that if
dividends are to be kept up to the
usuel figure the source must be found
in better equipment and faster service
than heretofore and that a reduction
in wages with the splendid organiza-
tion of the mer is impossible. Labor,
with thorough organization can, in
spite of the keenest competition among
trades, still compel the payment of
wages sufficiently large to make life en-
durable, but labor unergarized will
find itself between the wupper and
nether millstone slowly ground to
dust.”

Binr Brapgs.

THE CHURCH AND THE SOCIAL
QUESTION.

The Rev. Dr. Ferguson, president of
the annual conference of the Primitive
Methodist Church in England, in his
inaugural address, came out strong on
the social side of the Church’s work,
and what is of more importance, went
straight to the mark, as will appear
from the following extract from his ad-
dress published in the connexional or-
gan, Light and Truth :

“To illustrate it properly, he quoted
from a recent return pregented to the
London School Board, showing that 44,-
000 little Metropolitan children attend.
ed school daily ‘in want of food.’ In
spite of voluntary and other efforts 24,-
734 children, in a city where every
house is within the sound of church
bells, ‘do not oktain enough fond.’
Archdeacon Farrar recently said in
Convocation that there were 100,000
paupers, 80,000 fallen women, and 60,-
000 persons living in single rooms in
London, and to this mass about 240
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souls were being added every hour.
(Sensation.) -Burely Professor Huxley
was about right when he said that the
presence of widespread body and soul
destroyiog and ever-increasing poverty
in the mids® of abounding wealth is the
enigma which this civilization must
solve, or else be devouted by the mon-
ster itself has generated. Turning to
the condition of the agricultural Jabor-
er, who was driven by necessity from
the land, the President said it was the
influx from the country parishes that
creates the increasing danger to the
welfare of the wholecommunity. (Hear,
hear.) Personally, the President said,
he believed a statement recently made
by a true reformer was in the main
correci—that the cause of poverty, the
cause of starvation, the causze of mons-
trous want in the very centre of wealth,
of ignorance in the midst of enlighten-
ment, of the direst abasement and em-
brutement in the midst of the highest
civilization, comes from the single fun-
damental fact that the masses of our
people have been disinherited. (Loud
applause.) 8o long as the human be-
ing is aland animal, so long as man
can only live on land ard work on land,
so long as all wealth is simply the raw
materi«l of the land worked up by hu-
man labor—then it is inevitable that if
the land of any country be treated as
the property of one class of the coun.
try, no matter how you advance, no
matter what inventions may be made,
what improvements may be carried out,
there must be at the bottom of the so-
cial scale brutishness, and vice, and ig-
norance, and want, and starvation.”

A NEW TYPE-SETTER-

A Michigan Invéntor is Now in the
Field With a Very Rapid Device.

Earle- V. Beals, of Muskegon Mich., a prac-
tical printer, and employed for the past nine
years on the reportorial staff of a local paper,
has of late years been working upon a type-
setting device which he thinks he has now
practically completed.

His invention consists of two separate mac-
hines. The fifst of these corresponds toa type-
writer and is operated by a compositor who
works from the copy, bnt this, instead of being
printed, as by a typewriter, is transferred toa
stripof paper by perforations made by striking
the keys on the finger-board, the particular
letters or -characters being determined by the
distance of a perforation from the base line.

This machine may be called the perforator,
and when the'copy has thus been transferred
to the slip of paper this is taken to the second
machine which, working automatically by
electricity, sets up type, and as each line is
composed, impresses it into matriced paper in
a new way that makes a perfect moulded mat-
rix of the line. The matriced paper moves
along automatically as the lines are composed
until & matrix is obtained for a column of
matter. This is then ready for the stereo-
typing process.

The quick fixing of the face of the type in
matrix paper Mr. Beals recognized as one of
the largest obstacles, and at the same time
the most important and desirable feature of
the machine, and he claims to have labored
much over this point. His success in this
particular is accomplished by an entirely new
method. As to the application of heat, that
fixes the guest lines of type faces as clearly as
dose the metal matrix. By the action of elec-
tricity on a series of magnates the types are
brought into their proper places ; a series of
needles pass over the perforator and the electric
current thus closed actuates the magnet cor-
responding to the particular letter of that per-
foration. The action of this machine is en-
tirely automatic and perfectly positive. It is
also very rapid. The perforator can be separ-
ated as rapidly as a typewriter, on which the
average speed is about fifty words per minute,
but the automatic aligning and impressing

machine will be capable of handling the
matter turned off from two or three of the
perforators. The capacity is equal to twent;
men at a ease. g
Several months ago he procured patents on
the machines, and last August he took his ex-
perimental machine to Detroit, where it was
-subjected to the close investigation of mechan-
ical experts representing a number of heavy
capitalists of that city whose interest in the
machine had been secured, and who stood
ready to give practical aid in case it proved to
e equal toits claims. The result seems to have
been entirely favorable to Mr, Beals’ invention§
The experts were greatly interested and re-
ported in its favor. The result was the pre-
liminary formation of & compauy that has al-
ready made arrangements to develop and per-
fect the machine and put it on the market.
Mr. Beals visited Chicago and carefully ex-
amined the machines on exhibition. He saw
nothing in any of th m that is similar to his
machine, either in principle or detail, and the
i result of his study isa firmer belief in the
superiority of his own invention.

No More Misrepresentation!

ALL OUR GOODS SOLD ON THEIR MERITS.

Select your Furniture from the Lafgest Stock in caha’da

FEBR & MARTIIT,
Palace Furniture Store, .

367 to 367 ST. JAMES STREET, MONTREAL.

C“‘. ENDINNENG’S
ik LTEADER, .
—— STOVES.

Workingmen’s Wives, look at our line of Stoves; Ranges, Heaters; mada
here. Best to Bake, Cook and Heat. - Cost the least to repair.

SAMPLES AND SALESROOMS.

524 CRAIG STREET, 2495 NOTRE DAME STREET,
319 ST. JAMES STREET, 1417 ST. CATHERINE STREET.,
CORNER INSPECTOR AND WILLIAM STS., HAYMARKET SQUARE

W. CLENDINNENG & SON.

TEA! T TEA!

Housekeepers,glook to your interestsjand

BUY STROUD S TEAS AND COFFEES.,

Have you tried STROUD’S [30c Black, Green or Japan Teas;? If not, do|
so #nd save 10c to 20c per lb. This is no eatch, and any person finding thesa
Teas not as represented will have their money refunded.

Stroud's Tea and Coffee Warehouse,
9188 NOTREIDAME ST. NFAR MOUNTAIN:

GREAT nmucnom -
Furniture, Bedding

Baby Carriares!

aNOW IS THE TIME TO BUY | %

All goods stored and insured FREE until wanted.

H. A. WILDER & CO,

232 to 238 McGill Street.




