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Tlie Skciiktahy.—1. **t Caledonia station the other day and saw a lot of straw­
berries that were being shipped in from Buffalo, which wore there an hour waiting to be 
transferred, and the boys and everyone else wore helping themselves through the openings 
Now, what are wo going to do about it ? r s

Mr. Wullinuton.—We ought to take some concerted action.
Mr. Hack.—I wrote

was

a letter to the express agent telling him 1 intended to bring the 
matter up at the next meeting of this Association with a view to having a deputation 
sent to the government to see if some legislation could not ho enacted whereby wo could 
recover damages for this kind of thing. I said that at the present time there was no law 
that | could put in operation without going to too much trouble and expense. That 
letter was sent to the head office and I saw the letter sent to the agent in reply to it It 
was to go and see this man and settle his claim at once and have the agitation checked. 
No it is evident they do not cure about having any agitation of that kind. I think their 
fear of such a thing is the very best proof that we should make a move in that direction.

A Mkmukii.—I think the difficulty in making private consignments might be got over 
by having some kind of package in place of the open baskets. Of course that would not 
do for the open market, where dealers like to have them covered with material that gives 
a good appearance but I think peaches shipped to private individuals might be sent In 
crates, which could ho had at a trilling expense.

Mr. Allan.—That would only be an inducement to the Kxpr 
them about Wo had a thorough illustration of that at the tir 
ion, when our stuff was sent over in boxes.

Mr. Back.—I propose that a deputation lie appointed from this Association to wait 
upon whatever government has power in the matter and to see what can be done.

I be Skcrktary.—I think we might get something done. I move that a committee 
be appointed to interview the government in regard to the matter and see if some lo-isla- 
tion I leaving upon the question cannot be devised. 1 suggest Messrs. Itace, Allen" and 
Ulinc as iiicmhers ot the committee.
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Mr. Morton.—I apprehend very great difficulties in any scheme such as is asked for.
I here are only two remedies against the company, a civil one or a criminal one I very 

much doubt our getting legislation pointing to a crimiml liability, and as for a civil
■m .i ni lll™,8'‘t ,l,e 8,11,1 that wc lmvB already the same remedy as any other individual.
Lho difficulty at the present time is to prove that the fruit was stolen. The Oomnmy in 
a case of this kind, would stand on strict legal ground and everything would have to be 
proved—that the fruit was in perfect-condition when shipped, that the damage took place 
on the way, etc. J have grave doubts as to whether the government would interfere in 
the matter, but of course it will do no harm to point out the evil.

Mr. Clink —I knew a shipper who took a receipt for every package and he did not 
have any trouble ; there were no missing baskets, or, if there were, they were paid for: 
but it is a good deal of trouble if you are not at the station early enough for the agent to 
look at it and roo that the packages are all right.

Mr. Morton.—If that is the case then the shippers are more to blame than the ex- 
d!ZnTPanTy .L-B^ neglecting to get that receipt he is simply putting a premium on 
dishonesty. I think the shipper should avail himself of every existing means of avoiding 
the cflects of dishonesty, and when he has done that and still suffers it will be 
enough for him to complain. soon

Mr Wkllinoton.—That is all very well as to the packages, but it does not apply 
to the abstraction of a few of the best bunches of grapes from a basket. 1 do not know 
what the present legislation is, but I think something might be framed to make the 
punishment cf this pilfering a little more easy than it is. I think the 
one to be investigated by a committee. case is a proper

The Association then adjourned to meet again in the evening.
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