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connection with it, and in justice to the likely. Colonel Otter and the different com-
minister I shall read it so that he may say manders have made elaborate reports as to
whether it is correct or not. It is a report what took place lu South Africa, but, so
from South Africa in connection with those far as I know there bas been no mention
soldiers that went on the 'Pomeranian,' of this matter.
and was written on March 22nd, 1900. Mr. INGRAM. I would have been glad

The MINISTER OF MILITIA AND to consuit the hon. minister, but this report
DEFENCE. Who wrote the report came into my hands only a short time ago.

There es another point. As I understand it,Mr. INGRAM. I do not know whether the this goverument eupplied the horses with the
report is true or false, but it is supposed to forage, etc., while b transport to South
be signed by L. W. Herchmer, lieut.-colonel. Afrîca. I do fot know whether this gov-

The MINISTER OF MILITIA AND erument or the home government le respons-
DEFENCE. Lieut.-Colonel Herchmer ? ible for eupplying the forage lu South

Afrîca. But if the horses are treated asMr. INGRAM. It is supposed to be signed this report states, it is higl time there
by him. This is what he says :should b a reform, fot only in the treat-

I must, however, report that it is fortunate ment of the mon but la the treatment ofthat there is no fihting, as our rifles are im- tle horses as well. Lu lus statemeut, which
properly sighted. I suspetctd this on board furnished Lieut-Colonel
ship, as we had to fire aimost off the target at e n bywith Morris tubes. I got an armourer at Cape Leichemer, this is wht
Town to inspect, and he reported that our back gard to horees at Cape Town
sights did not belong to the rifles and that at T e wae ;oaoficieiù, particoiariy for800 yards they shot eight feet to te right. I ,
reported this officially to the officer commanding
the batta'lion and we lad to march without new feeding ur horses they did fot gain at Cape
sights. To-day I am in receipt of a letter in- Town
formiog me that new sights are being furnished; Other extracts from this report are as fol-but when we shall get them, or, on receipt, find lowsan armourCr to onter tOtet, I canndet say.

During the three adys en route, tre porses gotL presume that this report ias been sent ,ts aad water, but un ray.to the departmeit here, that is if it is a We make frum 10 to 18 ailes per day, accord-correct report. If that is tise case, and if iog to water whic is very scareý, tis wbolethese rifles shoot eight feet to the right of coIutry bo'ng at tis season of the year a saudythe marik, the armourers could lot have waste witout a bada grass, elieve ieredoue their duty lu inspecting tisem. I is cmd thare wit a w emall buahes whime thea very important statement and should not native aiimais consuin. Tse counery is n-iraely destitute of tries, axcept a few willows,go abroad uucoutradicted if if le incorrect, &c near tIs dams a n wellst Al aiong goueas it would do a great injustice to tise de- 'aai ou" sre ar ne-epartment that furnished tisese rifles. TCe frg o l osabiaaanvr

Thblea for upplying theiorag in South

The MLNISTER 0F MLLTLA AND short inded, it appears impuosibl to gef themsould ub on tre goveromnt rations ; if tisDEFENCE. lad the hion, gentleman (Mr. couifi be doue fer savaral daya oîinning and ftheLngram) taken the precaution to notify Me orses cofud get mnto condition, they romet do,that hie was going to read this statement, lit under tse preselnt conditions, bave thittL would have been ready to answer hlm. Lt ope of teir doifg muis bard Lcrl .le the flrst time L ever heard of it, however, We liad to ileave 23 or•s he e, sane with soreand, of course, 1 caunot give a complete b.acks causefi by poverty aud lamne, and aboutanewer at tise moment. But I would sa ûagît ton poor to face tise difficuliee ahead. tthat the rifles were purchased, I think, lu ialgardlv likely tto horses wial eter Ca in fit

c(idTe foagen was inyd t-tsufficient, atclrl o

h895, under the late administration, anjt of s ado t gaat diietwere inspected by the war office inspectdr.idnotg
L beieve they were properly inspected, and Lt the Imperial autiorities are responsiblethat they are just wha they ought fe be. for insufflhient forage for the horses lut am ot advised of any rifles if store here South Africa, particularly ou lauding, it isof the character mentioned ui the report read iig time that 1omething should be doue.by the hon, gentleman. No complant f The Engieh authorities have recognizedthat kind has ever bee made. But now that the Cantdian method of fghiting thetheamart the gentlmarrs cenothe Boers that le as mounted rifles-is the mostmatter, I widt male inquiry, and when t successful method. Adthe success of thatopportunity arises, I will give ny d hon. clase of troops muet depnd entirely uponfrie d and the muse an anwer. I ie as the good condition of the hores they ride.he ays, f course, a very important atter. L if le true that forage wae short even att is rather singular, however, that fede the port of landing, if le -ofhing lees thanshould be the ouly occasion wheu a com- a diegrace to those who are reeponsible forplaint of thiE kind las ever been made. it. I can understand tsat at times, foragecannot possiby understaud if. The diffi- would be insuficient at a distance frum aculty about the pights of the rifles might base f supplies, but lot at the very portposibly have reaulted from the sights being of landing. I do not ay that this report isinterchaged am ng rifles, but that le hardly true, but if it le true it muet have caused

Mr. INGRÂM.


