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tention the fact that wbile there Is a con-
siderabie amount of dressed beef sent from
Ontarlo to Nova Scotia lu the wlnter
months, that trade practlcally ceases dur-
Ing the summer montha. If the people ln
Ontarlo want our fresh fish-as I arn sure
they would if tbey knew about tbem and
conld get tbem-in the aummer months, and
If we want their beef for use ln the mari-
lime provinces duriug the saine months,
tbat affords the basia of a very profitable
trade for botb aides. Witb that ln view, I
press this matter upon the bon, gentleman
that hie might gîve it the conaideration
wbicb It deservea.

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE. I
think there la an explanation of the con-
dition of affairs with regard to our small
trade la dresaed beef and our large trade
lu live cattie, in comparîson with these
respective trades ln the United States. In
the first place, the live cattie trade la the
United States, like tbe live cattie trade
ln Canada, was flrst established. Tbat, I
thlnk, bas been tbe blstory of the trade
everywbere-that at firat the animais are
sent alive. Witbin comparatively recent
times the statement bas been freqnently
made, and I tbink correctly, that the price
of the offal of the animal was so much
hlgber than tbe prîce of the sîmilar offal
lu thîs country tbat It pald better to send
the live animal and slaugbter It: there tban
to send the dead meut over. Tbis was
aided, perbups, sligbtly by the fact that lu
tbe Engliab market the meat saughtered lu
Englaud and dresaed by the Englisb butcher
always commanda a allgbtly higher price
thun any dreaaed meat Itnported Into tbat
country. The reanît was tbat untîl lately
the men eugaged lu tbe cattie trade aeemed
te find It more profitable to aeud forward
the lîve animal. The condition of affaira la
cbanged. We have lu thîs counutry to-day
a larger demaud for offal, and tbere have
been created fncîllties for sbipping certain
parts of the offal to tbe old country iu
barrels, and frozen and so on, wbIch there
were not before. The resuit, I believe, la
that to-day tbe difference ln favour of
alaugbtering lu Englaud, because of the
value of tbe off ai, bas practically dlaap-
peared, and tbe value of tbe off ai lu Can-
ada will be nearly as great If not quite
as greut as the value of tbe offul lu Eng-
land. Now, tbe fact bas been clted that tbe
dead meut expert trade of the United States
bas increased euormonaly, but not at tbe
expense of tbe live cattie trade, but far
more lu compurison. This, I belleve, la
almost entlrely due to tbe fact tbat lu tbe
United States, nt first for the borne market,
but afterwards for export trade, tbere bave
been forAied enormous concerna witb im-
mense c4tai, euc4 ns the Armoura and tbe
Swifts,- and these people have managed to
hundie the deud meut trade. I venture tbe
asgertion tbnt tbla dead ment trade cannot
be enrried on at retali succeasflly-it must
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be carrled ou by men of consîderable capi-
tai, wbo eau slaugbter on a large seule
and sbip on a large acale, and wbho can use
to the very best udvuutage ail portions of
tbe animal. Otberwise, this trade caunot
auccesafnlly compete witb tbe ive cuttie
trude. in the United States large
concerna bave been doing this traide
for many yeara. I belleve tbat to-day
an openiug la being made lu Canada
for some large concerna to tuke up this
trade and deal wltb it Iu tbe saine way
as some American concerna bave doue.
But until some people were ready to do tbat,
it was not possible by any goverumeut sti-
mulus to encourage people to start tbat trade
on a profitable basîs. I may say fnrtber
tbat tbe large firms of tbe United States
like Armour and Swift, provîde their own
cold storage accommodation, and tbey have
their own refrigerator cars. Tbey bave, on
some of the fasteat steamers tbat cross tbe
Atlantic, chumbera whlcb lu some cases
tbey bave fitted up at their own expense,
and wblch tbey cool at their own expeuse;
or If tbey do not, tbey pay apeclal rates to
tbe steamsbip compunles to provîde cold
storuge chumbers. No amali company conld
do tbat, and no prîvute Indivîdual could do
tbat lu this country ; and tbere did not ap-
pear to be untîl now any possibility of a
suffient snpply of cattie or of dead meat
golng forward by wbicb tbat tblng conld be
accompllabed. 1 venture to point ont these
tblugs as the reason wby thîs trade bas
made sncb enormona advances ln the Statea,
and I trust that tbe measures we are now
taking wlll bring about a similar reanit lu
Canada.

Mr. MONK. Would tbe minîster let tbe
commlittee see a form of tbe contraet under
wblcb tbla cold storage at aea la provlded ?

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
I bave nlot got one under my baud, but I
will lay one on tbe Table or aend it to tbe
.bon, gentleman.

Mr. MONK. What degree of temperature
doea tbe contract cail for as cold storage ?

Tbe MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
Tbat dependa upon tbe producta sent for-
ward. If it la butter, we can force tbem te
bring it dowu to 20 degrees ; If it la fruit, it
must not go below freezlng, 34 to 36. Tbe,
departmeut regulates tbe temperature ut
wblch tbe cbambera must be kept. I muy
say we bave now a aystem by wblcb we
put luto tbe cold storage cbamber wbeu a
veasel leaves a self-reglaterîng tbermometer
wbicb keepa a reglater of the temperature
during the wbole time of the passage acros
tbe ocean, and It la taken ont by our officers
on the otber aide and kept by us to show
wbetber the shipa fulfil their bargain.

Mr. 'MONK. Tbeu there la no doubt thut
under the terma of the contruet it la pos-
sible for tbe department to exact from tbe
steamsblip compunles the zero temperature ?

REVISED EDITION

3041 304:2


