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Speculating in  Veterans'
Grants is Warmly Con-
demned in Legislature.

COUNTRY UP IN ARMS

in the legislature yesterday Captain
Magladery (Temiskaming) made a
suot cage out for .his bill to amend
the veterans’ land grant ,act. The
measure is designed to prevent spec~
ulation and the holding of lands to
the detriment of the country's pro-
gress. There was some objection to

it from the government, who realized,.

bowever, that the situation was des-
perate. The upshot of the discussion,
which took place, was that a second
reading wae given the bill on the un-
derstanding that it would be further
discussed and possibly amended at
the committee stage.

The bill provides that where land
grants have been =old and are being
held out of production for specula-
tlve purposes to the detriment of suf-
rounding lands, the minister may ap-
point an officer of the department of
lands and forests to make an exam-
ination and inspection of such lands
10 determine whether or not such
lands are owned by persons living
outside the district in which the
lands are situate or by persons other
than the original locateés or grantees.

May Make Valuation.

Where the inspectdr reports that
any such lands are owned by perr
sons living outside ' the district in
which the lands are situate, or by
persons other than 'the original loca-
tees or grantees, the minister may
cause a valuation to be made of such
lands by some person to be appointed
by him, and may fix the price to be
placed upon such lands having re-
gard to the facilities of the lands and
the timber thereon and the value of
the farming lands in the same neigh-
borhood.

If within one year after the receipt
of notice the owner fails to become a
bona flde settler or user of the land
in compliance with the regulation made
or refuses to accept the price so fixed,
all his rights, title and interest in the
lands shall revert to the crown and
such lands may thereafter be sold or
otherwise disposed of under the pro-
visions of the public lands act.

People Are Desperate.

In championing his measure, Capt.
Magladerry said things were desper-
ate in the north country.- Settlement
was being retarded by speculators and
something should be done at once to
bring about relief,

There was no doubt that the situa-
tion today in the nonmth country was
one which greatly retarded the growth
0. the .district, said the minister of
unde and forests, and for that reason

ould not be hurriedly passed ; it
snould be further considered,

I'he premier saw many difficulties if

bill . were passed. In fixing the

proce of lands, for instance, he saw all

v.nds of trouble. He favored further
sideration,

. R, Hall (Parry Sound) sald one
0L the-worst evils the northern set-
tiers had to contend with was the fact
tnat these lands under discussion were
free from taxation, and the burden of
taxation up there was accordingly
borne by other land owners.

G. G, Halcrow (Hamilton) did not
want the bill shelved. It would lead
to ‘troubles for the government, but
the government could not expect to
sit in a bed of moses. Let the bill be
passed and tried out, and if found
unworkable or unsatisfaetory in any
panticular it could be subsequently
amended to meet conditions,

“If this bill passes the T. & N, Rail-
way will do nothing but carry depu-
tations to Toronto,” said the premier.
"Let us give this a second reading
now with the understanding that it

Forward Movement Returns
Call Forth Caustic Com-

ments From Clergy.

MISERABLE STIPENDS

Rural Cler'gy_i: Dire Need,
Tho Spirit of General
.+ Public Good.

’

That the spirit, called forth by, the
Anglican Forward Movement in the
various. parishes and missions, be
conserved and developed, was the
unanimous decision of the clergy and
laymen of the Toronto Ang'llca.n‘|
Synod at the two separate confer- |
ences yeeterday. Resolutions to this
effect were placed before the general
body at night and, subject to a few
miner amendments, were endorsed.

It was the general feeling of both
conferences that the great reason of
the success of the movement lay in
its initiatlon in the General Synod
and that it was, therefore, a move-
ment of the whole corporate body of
the church. Believing that the furs
ther strengthening and development
of the spirit and machinery of the
church must, to be really effecttve,
emanate from that body, it was de-
cided that the synod, thru its execu-
tive council, memorialize the general
synod ‘urging the appointment of a
commission to take steps to survey
the situation of the church as a whole
in order that its life and machinery
may be strengthened.

For the: purpose of conserving the
spirit of the movement it was further
recommended and endorsed that a sum
not exceeding $5000 of .the overplus of
the movement be placed at the disposal
of the bishop for immediate follow-up
work and that a clergyman be appoint-
ed tp dévote his whole time for a period
of two years to the work of carrying
out in the parishes and missions a def!-
nite program of education as to the un-
dertakings of the church, particularly
those of the general synod and the M.
B.C.C, and of assisting in developing of
parochial organization for the purposes
of studying, prayer and personal service
in relation to these undertakings. Also

WILL FIGATBILL,~yoneryr METHODS

Substitute for McCrea Meas-
ure Takes Vote From
People.

CIVIC POLITICS

Puts Power in Hands of Street
Railway Interests to
Renew Franchise.

Tae Hydro Commission, led by Sir
Adam Beck are out to fight the bill
introduced by the Ontario Railway
Board as a substitute to the McCrea
bill and passed by the legal commit-
tee of the' legislature on Tuesday
night.  Sir Adam, in an iaterview
vesterday, somewhat severely took to
task the Ontario Rallway Board and
gave a concrete ease when the board
in ‘one of their proposals and dis-
cussions were altogether wrong. The
bill presented on Tuesday, sald Sir
Adam, was framed by the railway
board and would leave to the ecity
counci] the decision to raise street
railway fares “with or without a vote
of the people,” in case the railway
board found that the street rallway
system could not be operated on exist-
ing revenue. Tie new bill, continu-
ed Sir Adam, will also prevent the
railway board from taking over the
operations of the railway lines aad
provides that the council may ask the
railway board to inquire into the fin-
ances of the company and report on
the wages paid.

“Now here is what happened at
Windsor,” said Sir Adam “and shows
extctly how tais new bill would work
ou

“On the Windsor, Sandwich and
Amherstburg Railway, the men went
on strike for higher wages. The
company said it could not pay the
higher wages. The railway board
stepped in to operate the line and
declared that it ceuld not do so on
the fares as they were. They had no
power to raise the fares. Under the
Beck act the council could not raise
the fares without a vote of the peo-
ple. The board asked the council to
take a vote of the people on the

that he be instructed to closely col- | f2i8Ing of the fares. The council

laborate with the finance commissioner
of the diocese,
Financial Returns.

It was shown in a report made to the
conference of the clergy in the a‘ter-
noon that the financial returns of the
movement to date for the antire djo-
cese amounted to $738,24818, ot which
$268,762.06 had been paid in cash. Of
this amount, eity churches contributed
$560,731.38, and churches outside of the
city in the diocese gave $178,518.75.

Rev. Dr. Seagar, dlocesan organizer,
who acted in the capacity of chairman,
gave an enthusiastic account of the re~
sponse given to the movement in the
parishes along the line of leadership and
spiritual resource. He declared that the
movement revealed a need of educatieg,
parochial and missionary, and of an ob-
JJect _worthy of the best efforts of
church people,

Rural Dean Boune spoke in behalf of
the country clergy. He declared that,
while the financial success of the move-
ment showed real liberality of the church
people, yet in glaring contrast to this
was the miserable stipends voted to the
clergy by the same.

As a consequence of this, he stated that
many of the ‘clergy were. forced to seek
other employment more remunerative,

“There are IChristian men whose auto-
mobiles cost more per annum than many
a clergyman receives for his whole liv-
ing,” he declared.

At the morning session the report of
the diocesan committee on Jewish work
was read by Chairman F. H, Cosgrave.
He stated that there were some 38,000
Jews in Toronto and urged the evangeliz-
ation of not only these, but other for-
eigners in the city.

With regard to the evangelization work
among the foreign population, Canon Skey
advocated that the Anglican Church
should not work independently in this,
but that it was an interdenominational
matter in which all the churches should
take part.

A motion wes finally passed that the
matter of tRe evangelization of Toron-
to's non-Christian population be left to
the executive committee for full con-
sideration,

In the report of the executive commit-

did. The people snowed under the
proposed raise in fares.’ '
Worked at Profit.

“Then we came along. We had
been negotiating for the line with the

.- U. R., which owned it, and we
finally bought it out. Now, here's the
point. We have paid the increased
scale of wages to the men, we have
operated at the old fares, and we are
operating at a profit. Our returns
for a couple of months past show
that it can be done. And the Ontario
rallway board said it couldn't.”

“Now, there’s a concrete case where
the rallway board was shown to
have made a wrong calculation. The
bill endorsed by the legal commit-
tee of the legislature would make
it possible for the fares to be raised
in any municipality without a .vote
of the people, just as the railway
board wanted the fares to’ be raised
in Windsor. The board was wrong.
The people were right. The rallway
can be and is being operated at a
profit under the old fares and paying
the increased wages to the men.

“Give the people a chance to vote
on any such proposal. It was the
people who made the agreement—
if it is to be changed, let the people
change it,” declared Sir Adam,

Violates Municipal Act.

Sir Adam further contended that
the bill endorsed on Tuesday has a
distinct violation of the municipal act
of 1914, known as the “Beck act.” The
new bill, in the opinion of Sir Adam,
would wipe out the 1914 legislation,
which left all the power in the hands
of the people, Under the Beck act no
rallway franchise could be granted,
renewed, or extended, unless the peo-
ple approved,of it by ballot, The new
bill would do away with the people’'s
control and leave it entirely in the
hands of city councils, said the Hydro
chairman,

0F FORMER HE

Hon. Howard Ferguson's
Conduct of Department
Open to Criticism.

DID NOT ADVERTISE

The judicial committee which is in-
Quiring into the circumstances sur-
rounding the sale of crown lands heard
Deputy Minister Grigg of the lands
and forests department yesterday, He
declared he was opposed to the policy
of Hon, Howard Ferguson, but was
compelled to carry it out, altho he
had frequently expressed his views to
the minister. Mr. Grigg also repudi-
ated his former chief's telegram to
Judge Riddell with regard to limits
‘being sold only after a report and an
investigation by the department.

R. T. Harding, crown counsel ex-
amined Mr. Grigg.

Mr., Harding: ""Have you any knowl-
edge of what correspondence Mr, Fevgu-
sonNtook away with him?"” :

“No."”

Mr. Harding: . "“But it took consider-
able trucking to remove the minister's
files when he left.”

Witness: ‘I wasn't there. His private
secretary would know.”

Mr, Harding: “‘So you don’t know whe-
ther the minister did or did not take
away any letters dealing with the grant-
ing of timber limits?”

Witness: “It would be impossible for
the minister to take away any corres-
pondence from the department without
obliterating the. records, as all depart-
;?Iental papers are recorded in books or

u‘lt

Justice Riddell: “But he determined
what would be private or what would be
dg?-.rtn'\'ental?"

Mr. Harding: ‘“Mr, Ferguson took away
a lot of letters he wrote as minister?”

“Posaibly he could if they did not go
thru the department.”

Not Much Protection,

‘"What protection has the government
against fraud?”

“The only protection is in, the returns
sworn by the scalers and upon our crown
timber agent. Reports are made by camp
clerks and foremen, There is then a
gtatement sworn to at the end of the year
by the general manager.”

Justice Rlddell: ‘“Has the government
any check on the lumber burned out at
the mills,”

Witness: “It has the right to do so,
but I think it has never been exercised
in my time.”

Justice ' Riddell: “The Ilocal crown
timber agents should never have permit-
ted the *cullers and the clerks to be the
same person?’'-—'‘No; they should have
been checks on each other,”

- Were Not Advertised.

Mr, Harding: ‘‘Were all sales of pub-
He timber lands by the government ad-
vertised in the press?’ ‘No.”

‘“‘But at first they advertised in 1909
when the system was started'

“Yes, the cases where we did not ad-
vertise afterwards were only small ones.
In that case was posted notices in' the

would be fully posted.”
Advigsed Minister,

Mr. Harding: ‘‘You do not agres with‘

the department's policy of not giving pub-
licity to the sale of timber lande?’

Mr. Grigg: ‘“No, and I expressed my
opinion to the minister.”

“But you could not prevail upon M.
Ferguson as you have on Mr. Bowman?'"

“Mr. Bowman accepted my opinion. Mr.
Ferguson did net,”

“Who is responsible for handing over
public lands in this fashion without ad-
vertising?” ‘“The minister.,”

Mr, Harding read from a telegram ad-
dressed to Mr, Justice Riddell by Hon.
'Mr, Ferguson early this month, in which
the former minister declared that timber
licenses or permits were granted only
when responsible officlals of his de-
‘partment had made reports.

report.'’

culling timber without applying to the
department?’ ‘“‘There are the crown
timber agents, who have rangers serv-
ing under them.” /

“Do you know of a concession grantd
e%to"the Hayward Tie & Lumber Co.?’
‘“Ye=,

local distriots so that those interested |

‘Is there any such report in your de- |
partment as the granting of that par- |
ticular 1mit?” ‘“Not that I know of." |

“Would you know of it if it exist- |
ed?’ “I should. I never made any

“Is there anything to prevent a lum-i
ber man from setting up a mill and |
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