8 L Middleton Has, it is Alleged,
‘Done Up the Town in Good Shape. -
£ Reporis Are Trie It is Not the
. First Time He Has Figured  in
. the Lively Town — The Man is
Said to Be A. P. McDonald, Who
Married mo Thomas o Year
or so Ago—An Interesting Tale.
Woodstock, Ont., Aug, 22.—The Brantfora

and Woodstock Rallway, on which a large
' pumber of surveyors have been employed

since early in July, has suddenly collapsed.
It was supposed the Oanadlan Paclfic was
behind this road, but it turfis out that it
was simply an ldea of R. L. Middleton,
alias McDonald, bigamist, to swindle store-
keepers, and to get sums of momney frumn
cottractors and others, Middleton gave a

gud reception to tlie prominent citizens of

vodstock on 'rueuw‘lu‘n. and it was
there he was recognized &s McDonald of
Indlanapolls, who is wanted by the police.

A warrant Is out for his arrest,

The Story in Detail,
Woodstock Bentinel-Review, Aug, 22,

A warrant wis issued early this after-
noon for the arrest of Chlef Engineer R. L,
Middleton of the Brantford and Woodstock
Rallway. The Information is laid by one
of the local merchants with whom Middle-
ton has been dealing, and the charge 18 ob-
talning goods under false pretences. Mid-
dleton is in Brantford and the police nu-
thorities there have been notified, Some
Woodstock people think Middleton is none
other than the alleged bigamist, McDonald
of Chicago, who married Maggie Thomas,
and it s claimed that she Is the wife he
has now at Burford. .

Middleton’s handwriting Is without doubt
the same as that of letters written The
Sentinel-Review under  the name of Mec-
Donald shortly after Maggie Thomas’ wed-

e C. P, R, repudiates Mr. Middleton
and the B. & W, road.

W ock Is & great rallway centre.
Thig is one of its proudest boasts. Its rail-
way enterprise began very early. Some of
ounr oldest citizens still remembet the build-
ing of the old Great Western road and the
many “castles In the air” that fell, alas, to

: t disappointment of the expectant
m o8 of that time. Then followed the
Woodstock and Lake Hrie road, by which
the town was mulcted to the extent of
£100,000, but of which it was relleved by
‘the of good 8ir Oliver, Next came
thtgoodm)ek and Port Dover, the Wood-
stock, Stratford and Georgian Bay, the
Credit Valley, and the South Ontario Pa-
cifie, all of which roads recelved .greatsr
or less amsistance from the enterprising

rallway town of Woodstock,

But even Woodstock has something yet
to learn in the way of rallway experience,
nnd'ltt‘.m proved lltl:lf!:: ntpt pupil. r:l‘:-

3 good people e town are +
% thelr eyes In a kind of dazed fashion
and are asking themselves, What’s the mat-
iter, and where are we at? This is how it
‘eame about ; As our readers are aware,
the South Ontario Pacific Railway has not
yet completed Its connection between
‘Woodstock and Niagara Falls, as was orig-
Anally intended. Recently, however, a new
rallway magnate appeared on the scene
and it was definitely announced that it
was to be built in a few -weeks, Mr. Mid-
dleton was the rallway magnate in ques-
tion, and The Sentinel-Review, with fits

was In charge of one ofthe uurveﬁng parties
gave color to the young lady's assertion.

-Rumors Gained Ground.

On Saturday last Mr, Middleton and hls
staff returned to town, and in the after-
moon were to leave for Hamilton to cofi-
tinue the lne from that point. They were
to be accompanied by a large force of the
young men of the town who had readily
Secured employment as chain men and
in other capacities in connection with the
work, Later in the day more rumors were
rife with reference to the projector and his

rojects, Mr. Sutherland, M.P., who had

n in Montreal last week, has made en-
quiries of the C.P.R. about Mr. Middleton
and his rallway, and was there assured
that the C.P,R. knew neither Mr, Middleton
nor the rallway, Middleton sald he was a
C.P.R. engineer. Rnquirfes had also been
made by the loctt) merchants, who fiad re-
celved considerable oxders from Mr. Middle-
ton for goods, with the same results. In
such cases the goods were not -dellvered,

Middleton told one of the surveyors the
offier day that he knew of a man who
once got $10,000 from prospective ¢on-
tractors and owners of property along the
route before the survey started.

" Middleton Makes a Statement.

The Sentinel-Réviesy fiad a telephonic con-
versation with Middleton at Brantford at
10.80. oclock this morning. The rallway
magnate had heard the rtmor from Woud-
stock that there was something wrong with
the enterprise and he called this journal
up to publish the following advertisement,
which he presumed would quiet the nerves
?t sundry creditors, The notice is as fol-
OWS: i

Brantford and Woodstock Rallway.

All accounts must be sent to the hend
office at Brantford immediately or vouchers
cannot be {ssued payable Sept. 1. Accounts
will be delayed one month unless sent to-
day. (8§ ) R. L. Middieton;

Mr. Middleton was asked to contradict
the story that he was one McDonald of
Chicago. He was asked:

“"Were you everomarried to Miss Maggie
Thomas of Woodstock under the name of
P.‘ '% 'M.c‘DonA!dT'

No, sir,”” he quickly replied, “the te-
ment is false, My wife is a Toronto l:?y."
‘ Mr. Middleton was further questioned as
to his financial standing. He sald: James
Stewart and Willlam Mackenzie of Toronto
(with whom he was assoclated In the con-
struction of a rallway In the Northwest)
were the parties who were bullding the
Brantford and Woodstock Rallway. He
said they had a legal contract to construct
it .upon a certain date for a gquarter of a
million dollars. After the road was built
the. O.P.R. and T.,, H, & B. were to have

powers over the line. Further

running
|than that he sald he was not at liberty to

mention the terms of the contract,

He was asked to state specifically who
were supplying the funds, but this he
clalmed was not a fair question. He,
however, repedted that there was no ques-
tion of the financial llability of the men
associated with him, and that the road
would go on as previously announced.  He
wished The Sentinel-Review to say that he
wotld be in Woodstock on Thesday, evening
or Wednesday morning. He was coming
over the road, leaving Brampton on Tues-
day morning. Accompanying him wonld
be Thomas Elliott, ex-Mayor of Brantford,
and Mr. Wingate, who, he sald, was form-
erly the chief engineer of the T, H. & B.
Rallway.

C. P. R. Repudintes Middleton,

Nearly everrone in Woodstock thinks the
O.P.I%. is really the B. & W, Company. A
Sentinel-Review correspondent interviewed
Vice-President Shaughnessy of the ©e.PR.
this morning. The despatch says:

usual enterprise, has given to the public
from time to time full detalls of his
propositions and the progress of ﬂwI
work. The fact that the O, P. R. has
in its employ 4 rallroad engineer by the)
name of Middleton may have suggested a
'connection between this gentleman and the
0. P, R. This, of course, would be a de-|
‘“ded advantage to the alleged Mr. Mid- i
dieton of the Brantford #and Woodstock
Rajlway, and so it edme to pass timt the
i yublie readily took it for grantedathat the
‘Oanadian Pacific road was at the back
‘of the new project, and it was.also an-
nounced from Mr. Middleton that one of
the young pien of his staft was Mr. Wil
4iam Van Horne, a neéphew of the Sir
Willam Van Horne of the C:P.R. 1t does
pot seem to have occurred to the authorl-
tigs n Hamilton, Brantford, Woodstock or
elspwhere, to make enquiries of the proper)
‘anthorities as to the bona fides of this
P ict. The presence of numerous parties
of surveyors, engineers @nd others, was ac-
cepted a8 sufficlent evidence that the work
was rteally going on. The mewspaper re-
porters were invited to meet Mr. Middleton,
when he graclously vouchsafed a large
amount of information in reference fo the
preject in hand. This is already familiar
to the readeds of The Hentinel-Review. It
{s trme that not a few of his arrangements
were suggestive of the fakir, but then
new methods are always being Introduced
with reference to building rallways as 10
aothier matters, -
The Shine in Cottle’s Cove.
Mr. Middleton had evidently determined

to swoop down upon the unsuspecting com- 1

mun'ty and carry it by storm. Even the
Indles were to be enlisted in the enter-
prise. Receptions at various points along
the line were held, and many of the prom-
linent people were invited with their fam-
MMes. In Woodstock mot later than Tues-
day night hst Cottle’s Grove was ablaZe
with 4 huge bonfire which had been Iit by
‘Mr. Middleton and his assistants, and by
the light of which they welcomed. their
gnests. The Mayor and other prominent
\c'tzens of the town, the Sheriff, town
and comty officlals were present to give
an officlal air to the occasion, and the clergy
was also ably represented to give the!r
blesging to the undertaking, _ Thus it was
that Mr, Middleton swept the town and
county. Then, too, the tradesmen were hon-
ored with his custom, it heing a laid down
fact in this respect strict justice should be
done between the tradesmen of Brantford
and Woodstock, neither town was to have
the advantage of¥ the other. The enterpris-
ing Mr. Middleton has also enlisted the
good will and Actlve services of our local
engineers, a local solicitor, medical man,
and indeed, everybody whose services were
necegsary In carrying out =0 Improtant an,
enterprise. The running his lines: was a|
work of art, or rather lines, because in this

_respect he, Mr. Middleton, was accommodat- |

ing—he ran several lines. High hopes were
ralsed in many quarters, the hope that un-|
saleable property could now be disposed of. |
Ladles and gentlemen were assured that|
the'r houses and lots would be bought,
and visions of wealth, such as only the
Klondike could fulfil, were raised all along
the line. It may be noted that the
tradesmen in question werg not to be paid
until some considerable time in future,when
the mecessary official routine had been ful-|
ly completed, and thus It stands at
present. i
Identified McDonald.

There are not a few tradesmen in bom!
towns, and in Burford and other places|
along the route, together with the hotel-|
men, loeal engineers, surveyors and a large
party of enterprising young men who were|
emxl'pus to make an honest penny by earry-|
ing 4 ehain, and having a good time gener-|
ally with the surveying, have ot yet been|
pa’d. At the reception at Cottle’s Grove one
of the young ladlies present revealed suspi-|
“lons that Mr. Middleton, the enterprising
rallway projector, was mone other than
Mr. MeDonald, whose history and marriaze
ot & Woodstock girl were the suhjeets of
comment In these columns some ti'gp ago. |
At first the idea wns sconted. hut +he fact|
Shat @ brother of his wife, Will Thomas,

.
%

y/

| six miles.

Montreal, Aug22,—Vice-President Shaugh-
nessy was interviewed, and sald: “The C,
P. B. knows nothing whatever of any such
road, and has had nothing to do with it. I
have heard or read that there was such
4 man as Middleton, but that is all I know
of him,”
ﬂ:ugle Thomas Surely at Burford.

Yyoung lady who was Intimatel -
qnainted with ﬁlu Maggie Thomas b{et:rce
and aftar her marriage told a reporter to-
day that there was no question about Mid-
dleton being her husband. She said she
wet hlm.ut the now famous garden party
in Oottle's Grove, and after vards saw him
at 4 dinner at a leading hotel in town
Middleton, after a formal {ntroduétion,made
the remark that he had met the youug
lady two years previously in 1 ngersoll, but,
of course, he was mistaken—and he knew
it, It is clear from this and other circum-
stances which have come to light that sev-
eral, if not #ll, the members of the T'homas
famfly are cognizant of this rallway ro-
mance, Willle Thomas, who was private
secretary to the I’oo-Bnil. stopped with his
wife at the Hotel Oxford for some time,
lbel:'tt )t{)r‘.v anélatl\lrg. Wll’l x'll‘homas, it 15 sald,

n- urday n
itk S y night for Plttspprg to
Interested in Maggie.

Middleton, while driving over the rotte
ohe day last week with a friend, appeared
to be very much Interested in the Wood-
stock ladies generally, and in Miss Maggle
Thomas (now Mrs, P, A. McDonald) n par-
ticular, He snid Charlle Wilson of Wood-
stock had told him that she was not only
the handsomest girl in Woodstock, but was
likewise the best figure. Middleton had
rented a house for a year from a Mr. Me-
ntee at Burford. The house was a very
large one and was furnished. He gaid his
wife was a Miss Langmuir of Toronto, and
told a romantie story of the wedding, He
sald her father suggested to him one day
that it was about time he got married, and
with this the old man greseuted the mar-
rlnlfe license. He said he would buy him
a4 house on Davenport-road aud furnish it.
As Middleton had no Intentfon of return-
ing to England, he thought tbis a snap, and
the weddolng was at once arranged. Mid-
dleton gald he was educated at Woolwich
and was a lieutenant in the serviee, When
he decided to come to Canada he sald he
was offered the captalney of a company in
the Royal Bnglneers, but preferred to come
out here, which he did, 10 years ago. He
sald he had a brother, Alexander Smddle-
ton, who was a civil engineer in charge of
a rallway in South Africa, and that he was
a nephew of the late General Sir Fred
Middleton, He had, he sald, four brothers,
all of whom were engineers with the ex-
ception of one, who was a ecaptain in the
British navy, He said his fatiier was a
chaplain in the navy and was stationed at
Portsmouth,

Small Ofice for Big Work.

Those who had the privilege of inspecting
the head offices of the Woodstock and
Brantford Railway in Brantford lastfveek
were surprised to find only two photographs
in the place. Those who understand th's
class of work expected to find a large staff
of clerks making up estimates and plans,
The surveyor at the Brantford end of the
line was only taking two miles of Jevels a
day, whereas he should be takiagz &t least
This discrepancy, howsver, did
not seem to disturb the peace of mind of
the great railway projector.

Middleton sald the company has a small
pnéoday on the 15th of July._ when about
£1 was pald out. The other pay day,
he said, had been postponed unt!{! the 1st
of September. Middleton also told one of
the party that he worked for three months
on section 9 of the Soulanges (lanal under
Thomas Munro, who was the chief engil-
neer,

While In Woodstock on Saturday Middle-
ton called on John White & Co. and pur-
chased 25 yards of blue shot silk. He con-
veyed the Impression that this was to be
used for making flags along the survey.
He sald you could see this color for fully
a quarter of a mile further than any other
shade. Mr. Middleton, however, did not get
the silk, and his wife 18 probzbly minus a
new silk dress,

It is quite 'ikely that the “at-home” to
have been given by Mr, Middleton and his
surveyors on McIntee's farm, Burford-road,
to-night, will be indefinitely postponed,

Mr. Sutheriand Interviewed.

James Suvtherland, M.P., was asked this
morning concerning the backing whioh Mid-

‘parture . there were manv ugly

dieton or McDonald had 30 enable hfm to
carry out-the 1 rairoa . It seems that
be ‘claims that. Willlam Mackenzle of
ronto s associated with him in the e

se. This Mr. Sutherland could positively
eny, as he had been traveling with M.
Mackenzie only a day or so ago and asksd’
him If thére was any tfuth in the Feport
of ‘his being counected ‘with the survey of
a new rallway betweap Brantford and
Woodstock, being directed by a man nam-
ed Middleton,
Mr. Mackenzie, however, knew nothing of

the man, and he also stated that he had
no congeé:ﬁon whatever with the proposed
few road, :

Mr. Middleton stated to:n Sentinel-Re-
view man that Mr, Mackenzle of the To-
ronto Rallway comm'v amd other ' roads
drove over the B. & W, road with him a
week ago last Tuesday.

Mr, Sutherland has just returned from
Montreal, and, when asked if the C.%Rv.
authorities had any connéction with the
new B. & W, road, he stated that they
knew nothing whateever about the man
Middleton nor of the enterprise he was put-
ting through. Mr. Shaughnessy told Mr.
Sutberland that he had been recelving nu-
merous letters latel%mallng {nquities con-
cerning the B, . road and took the
opportunity of guestioning Mr. Sutherland
concerning It. This proves conclusively
that Mld. otozh acting quite independent-
b ly of any ?.I’. . connection. Middleton has

claimed all along to be aeting under the
old charter granted to the Bouthern Pacific
to bulld a road such as has now been sur-
veyed. Mr. Sutherland was one of the di-
rectors of the company formed when it
was contemplated to buﬁd the road. This,
however, was as far pack as 1880 and no-
thha ever came of the project.
iddleton in Town Saturday.

Saturday afternoon many merchants and
others with whom Middleton was trans-
acting business became suspicious of his
movements and of his abilitly to met his
obligations, As the story grew, the uneasi-
ness of the creditors grew until people
were asking themselves who Middleton
was, anyway, and when the report got in-
to ¢irculation that he was supposed to be
‘P, J. McDonald of Chicago there was a
mild sensation In business circles.

H. M. Gustin, liveryman, had some busi-
fiegs with the rallway projector on Satur-
day which arovsed his suspiclions, He was
presented with an order purporting to be
slgned by R. L. Middieton on behalf of
the Woodstock & Brantford Raflway. The
order was for three teams to take twentys
one men to Burford on Saturday. Across
the fase of the order was a rubber stam
which read. as follows: ‘‘Brantford
Woodstock Rallway, Brantford,” On the
margin the firm name of “J. & J. Suther-
land, Brantford,” was printed. Mr. Gus-
tin, on recelving the order from J. N. Wal-
lace, who was Mr. Middleton's ‘lieutenant
in charge of the construction, was told to
have the rige at the Oxford Hotel at 8
o'clock and had arranged with Mr. Hay-
ward, lveryman, for one of his large
wagons, A short time after Mr, Gustin was
notified by Mr. Wallace not to pr , ns
he had just had a telephoneifrom Mr. Mid-
dleton ordering him not to niove the equip-
ment until he arrived in Woodstock, Later
in the day Mr. Hayward got an order
signed by lead pencil by Mr, Middleton,
which this rallway magnate afterwards
acknowledged as his gignature, but he
repudiated the order in Mr. Gustin’s hands.
Mr. Gustin, however, was engaged by Mr
Hayward to ald him In hanling the men
out to Burford, and the party left “here
late in the afternoon. Before their de-
storles
aflont, and it was apparent that the eredit
of the Woodstock & Brantford Raflway
had been badly shattefed during the day,
Many Embryo Engineers Engaged.

Middleton was a busy man In town on
Saturday, He was buying supn'lies wher-
ever poasible and engaging men for the snt-
vey. He was successful in getting consid-
ernhle eredit for small sums, He had no
diffleulty in engaging about 20 young men
te assist the corps of englneers, and it was
this party that the livervman drove to Bur.
ford Saturday night. Ha tcld the father
of one of the young men that they wonll
have no snap on his raflway. He advised
kim to see his mother and not send any
starched goods to the boy, as the work
would be very hard. Ile said they weuld
be camped for a time at Burford, and af-
terwards would move on to ihe mountain
at Hamilton. surveying the other projected
line to the Bridge. Middleton at the same
time introduced Willie Thomas, stating that
he had just recelved a letter from the head
office apnointing him assistant private see-
retary. It was not stated what his salary
would be, but it {s presumed to-day that
it 48 a great dea' less than he was to re-
celve in- that swell job “Macdonald” g-t
him last year in Indianapolls, Some people
connect these people, and say that they
are brothers-in-law. A

A Warm Business Card.

Vety few cltizens wete honored with one
of Middleton’s business® eards, but it seems
he left one in the office of a 'arge factory
in the west end. He called upoti the man-
ager one day, Introducing ‘“imself, and
stated {t was his Intenrion to bu'lld a
switch Into the factory. He apologized for
not having a card with him_but ssild he
would leave his name, and he proceeded at
once to write something on a slip of paper.
The conversation progresssd, and what Mid
dleton had written upon the card was not
noticed until he had Jeft the office, The
manager, who is a devoted Sunday Schonl
worker, was horrified on pleking up the
““To heli with

slip of paper to read this :
the Grand Trunk!”
Thought It “Too Ridiculous.”

On Saturday morning street talk assocl-
ated the railway man with the MeDonald
who martied ss Thomas, and severil
people curlously awalted the expected ar-
rival of Middleton, Charles Pyne, the pro-
prietor of the Oxford Hotel, where Middle-
ton ran a bill amounting to $54, heard of
the resemblance, Frank Turquin, the elerk
at the Oxford, had heen ta'king to~ Mr,
Pyne about Middleton’s account for several
days, and when the engineer arrived in
town at Saturday noon it was decided to
see him about it, In the afternoon Mr.
Pyne asked Middleton into the privata par-
lor, and in thé meantime sent for Lawyer
Robert Ball. Middleton laughed away an
accusation that he was MeDonald, and said
it was ‘teo ridiculous.” He said he had
been talking to Willle Thomas about Mag-
gle Thomas and McDonald, and Willle had
sald that his sister and McDonald were
both at present in England. Middleton ex-
plained that he spoke to Willle Thomas
about it because the Holmes boys had fic-
cuged him of being McDonald.

Offered a Note.

Dr, Pyne said he wanted the money due
him, and Mr. Middleton assured him that
it would be paid, saying that he only owed
a few small bills, and that Mr. Pyne’s was
the largest. He would settle it on Tues-
day, but the hotel man said he would take
Middleton’s horse and buggy unti! Tues-
day as security. Middleton offered to give
» promissory note, but the offer was uot
accepted.

Mr, Pyne was advited by Mr. Ball that
the rig could be detalned under the Inn.
keepers’ Lien Act, and it was decided to
keep the conveyance in Woodstock,

Middleton protested strongly agaginst this.
“How am I to get to Burford?' said the
railway man, adding that it looked bad for
a man's property to be seized for s board
Lill, and, in addition, his presence in Bur-
ford was very necessary. Mr. Pyne said
he would drive him into Burford, and, ae-
companied by Mr. BE. Miller of Thomas’,
did so. On the drive Middieton was very
glum and downcast, and contrary to His
usual manner showed a marked disinelin-
ation to talk,

In the conversation with Barrister Ball
and Mr. Pyne, the engineer said there were
two charters for the road from Brantford
and Woodstock, and that the reagons the
C.P.R. was not building the road were due
to an agreement with the Michigan Central
that they would not do 8o in consideration
of certain privileges granted at Niagara
Falls and elsewhere., He claimed to have a
bona fide right to build the road, and said
he had an agreement with the C,P,R, that
he was to receive a quarter of a million
dollars from that company for the road
when it was completed, This agreemeut,
he sald, he would show to Mr., Balmor,
C,P.R, agent here, on Tuesday. Mr. Ball
recommended him to do g0, and set at rest
the present unpleasant condition of affairs.

Credit Easily Obtainable.

Many of the local merchants and also
Charles A. Pyne of the Oxford have suf-
fered exten®ively from giving eredit to Mid-
dleton. The food supplies for the camp at
Cottle's Grove were obtained for the great-
er part from the gtores of Poole & Co. and
the Empire store. The supplies for the
survey such as axes, etc., were obtained

largely from the hardware store of James

| 1

and a'larg er was
night with John White &
and other camp furnishin,
were not delivered, so M
{s.on o small ‘amount of
when operationg were first 8
ficulty whatever was ex(ﬁ
dleton In obtalning credit,
derstood the O.P.R, was &
was the custom of the ra

by cheque every mon
i With s “printed ' heading Hrantford = &

Woodstock Rallway, was han

chant, the umonnt’ and descrip ""'a °‘£h‘|g:
purchase belng entered on- a

was ‘to be surrendered on

cleque,
e%ﬂn't Like B. & W. Orders.

Among the local merchan
Mr. llfddleton dealt was
Hand Clothing Store, from W
ment he bought six rubber
aB & GW order for $18, R
‘Huggart and Allle Muir of the
Hand drove out to Burfo!
presents back.’! When the
village it was late at

fore he saw them, the ¢

A

morning a

place: b‘otween Middleton and Muif,
“We want those coats right

it, 'The company will pay ¥yo
the Englneer, who proceeded

Mr. Muir was firm an
gineer to go right to

t
was no necessity for speh a ste
that he was ﬁettlnc a quarter o
dollars to bufld the road,

“Well, we want $18 of it
Ing the coats,” emphatieal
ciothing man,

After some parley, dauring
quest was made to
road or something
watrant payment,
the rubber coats, which were in the house,
and the callers left after giving a receipt,

A Chatham Contractor Out,

Chatham

o < ) He had enteéred into a

the chief engineer.

had already made considerable preparations
to go on with the work, He ex
start in this week. A deposit had been
made, and e!together Mr. McCoy consldered
that he would be ont some on the

Dominion Police Inteérested.
Chlef of Police Wil In this connection
received a letter on Sdtdurday with a photo.
The photo was Middleton’s. It was posi-
tively identified as his by several to whom
it was shown. The letter and plicture were
from Toronto and - the aathoritles were
asked to look Into the facts at once. This
Chief Will did and sent word to Toronto
that the photo sent was Middleton’s, The
police afterwards were advised to telegraph
the facts to Major Sherwood, chief of the
secret service staff at Ottawa, which the

chief did, and returned the photograph.

HARDY WILL BE HEARD,

2y
Continued from Page 1.

vote or not depended on the House itself.
As for the point ralsed, there was not a
membet of the House but was equally
amenable with the eight members, for, if
the point had been sustained, the produc-
tion of a petition against any member
would preclude his voting in the House.
In the second place, the bill was not de-

-claratory of ‘the right of ‘constables to vote

at the last election and, therefore, the
members were not yhl ed. Hven had it
been declaratory, b ted if the Point
would apply, because there was no offieial
evidence as to how the constables voted.
In the matter of pecuniary Interest, the
interest was not direct and persomal; and,
being common to all, the votés of the mem-
bers were perfectly In order. It was a

‘matter of publi¢ policy, and on all such

questions ‘the votes of members were al-
ways allowed to passg unchallenged.

_ New Legislation Introduced.
The matter was allowed to drop there
and the Attorney-General introduced 2
couple of amending bills, one to rescind
legislation which prevented city clerks
from posting up voters’ lists before the
Court of Revision had passed upon the as-
sessment, and the other to correct certain
clerleal and typographical errors discovered
since the revision of the statutes.

This Year's Deficit $651,000.
Then the House passed in commlittee,
with Mr. Stratton in the chair, all the estl-
mates brought down Friday night, with the
exception of the $60,000 asked for “eivil
government,” which, by Mr. Whitney'’s re-
quest, was allowed to stand. But the Op-
fon were determined that the Goven'l-
ment could not boast ofi this autumns
stumping-tour 1hat It had gofie through
without protest, and Mr. Matheéson volced
that protest. There was no statément as
to how much of this was to tide the pro-
vince over the year 1898, and how much
was intended to provide funds for 1899, and
the Opposition financinl critic called this
a loose wily of presenting the interim bud-
got. He simply wished to draw attention
to the fact that the additional $425,000
would make the total estimated expendl-
ture for 1808 to be $3,944,760, while the
Government's estimate of total receipts was
but $3,203,372. This left a round deficit
of $651,000. The Colonel wanted the peo-
ple to know this beforé the byc-elections
and challenged the Government to elther
cut down  expenses or put on taxation,
They had scarcely made ends meet last
year In spite of an excess of $700,000 in
Crown lands and timber sales.

Opposition Hadn’t Objected Before.
Provinelal Treasurer Harcourt pooh-
poohed the objection, remarking thai esti-
mates 8o brought down were never known
to be challenged as a search of British or
Canadian Parliamentary journals would
show. It was always known as a vote of
credit, and the very fact of its being pre-
sented in the rough bulk forbade the estl-
mates being challenged. They were not
brought down to cover 1898 expenses at all,
but-only for forty days of 1800. It was
but a repetition of what had been golng
on for the past seven or eight years with-
out objection.

Mr. Whitney: I hope the Government
will give us an unwritten promige that they
won’t say on the stump that we didn’t
challenge this vote.

Mr. Kribs objected .becanse the estl-
mates were not printed, and Mr. Wardell,
Conservative whip, stunned Mr. Hardy by
dsking whether if Messrs. Gibson and Dry-
den were still in the Cabinet without seats
next year part of the vote would go to
pay ‘their salaries. The Premier advised
bim to put his question on paper,

Nothing for Normal School.
When, the $40,000 item for education was
broached, Mr. Wardell, persisting, asked if
any of it was for the London Normal
School. If it was he obiected to supply-
ing more teacher factories.

He was told by Mr. Harcourt that it was
only to sustain the $2000 a day expenditure
on education.

“Is that for the new Fisheries Depart-
ment?’ querled Mr. Matheson, respecting
the $40,000 miscellaneons item.

“Partly,” came the Treasurer’s reply, but
answering a further insinuating enquiry,
he assured Mr. Matheson that none of It
was for the bye-elections,

To Have Counsel at Quebee.
Questions on the order-paper eticited some
Interesting faots connecting the timber
question with the Quebee Conference,
The Attorney-General, in reply to ques-
tions by Mr, Whitney, admitted that his
Government had received Intimation that
American lumbermen holding timber limits
i Oadario had presented to the United
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States Government objections to the Act
of last session respecting the manufacture
of pine ¢ut on the Crown domaln. These
representations had been forwarded to the
Imperial and Canadlan' Governments. The
correspondence had been transmitted to the
Provincial Government by the Iederal
Government for an answer, but not for
publicity at present. Despatches answer-
ing the complainte bad been forwarded to
the Federal Governmment on behalf of the
provisice, in which the contention of the
American lumberment was opposed through-
out. Mr. Hardy added that he had reason
to belleve that these despatches had been
forwarded to' the United States Govern:.’
ment from Ottawa, but that he did pot
know whether or not. a reply had heen re-
cedved. Responding to the Opposition lead-
er's last question, he stated that the Gov-
ernment understood that certain ‘Affiefican

SOHMER (New York

tisement and keep it as a reminder.
‘member that we have a large assortment of fine second-hand
Pianos and Organs. All these must go before September 15th.
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Many of thé instruments offered are quite new, and are only reduced in
price because some of the makers (including ourselves) are changing their styles
and wish to dispose of all instruments of the old designs before offering the new
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No such collection of Pianos has ever been offered at a special sale before.
If you contemplate a visit to the Toronto Exhibition cut out this adver-
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Commencing on TUESDAY, AUGUSY 18T, and running for one month
thereafter, we will conduct a special sale of Pianos, which for the superior char-
acter of the goods offered, the low prices and the liberality of the terms granted
ones. ;
Look
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lumbermen had retained counsel to appent

ence with referénce to the complaints
n‘.-vnmn the new Ontario Timber Act,
atch Lumber Interests at Quebee.
Mr. Whitney foliowed up his point with
his motion for a retturn of coples of all
correspondence bétween the Ontario and
Federal Governments relating to the ecom-
plaints of the American Governmeiit, and
their reported intention to have eminent
counkél volcing thelr protests hefore the
Quebec Conference. In. moving it the Op-
position leader spoke of the.vast Im

itely enhanced by what was to transpire
before the International Commission. He
called upon the Premier to sece to it that
the Government would be adequately fepre-
sented at Quebec to answer the arguments
of the Yankee lumbermen, -

Ontario Will Be Represented.
Mr. Hardy, In reply, made a most Im-
portant declaration, He would be unable,
he said, to bring down the correspondence,
since secrecy had been enjoined from Ot-
tawa. He had asked to be allowed to give
it publicity, but the Federal authorities had
not conceded -the poitit. The petition of
Don M,.Dickinson of Lansing, Mich., and a
fellow-lumberman of Detroit, called upon
the Dominion Government to consent to
disallow the late Ontario timber legislation
at the Quebec Conference. The Attorney-
General stated that he had taken the
ground that such disallowance would be
ultra vires of Federal power, in that the

on their behalf before the Quebec Confer-|

ance of the situation, an fmportance infin- |,
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British North America Act placed the
Crown lands and timber thereon within the
jurisdiction of the ‘provinces exclusively.
The lumbermen were taking the ground
that their rights were belng confiscated,
while he contended that he was acting sole-
Iy in pursuance of conditions imposed and
in acdordance with terms of sale, But,
above all, he held that his Government
alone had the right to say as to what would
be their timber policy. Coming to the di-
rect answer to Mr, Whitney, he engaged to
have the provineclal Interests safeguarded
‘and the case presented beforé the confer-
ence. ' Ay
Would Our Lumbermen Relent?

Reviewing the eircumstances leading up
to the passage of the timber legislation, he
pointed out that it had been the result of
the pressure of the Lumbermen’s Assocla-
tion, and denfed that it had originated
either in his own ot Mr, Whitney's mind.
He also claimed that so long as the present
duty of $2 per 1000 feet remained on Cana-
dian lumber the feeling of Canadian lum-
bermen would be in accord with the act.
They were divided, however, in opinion as
to the conditions of its abandonment, Some
there were who would be willing to see it
annulled if the American duty were reduced
to $1 per 1000 feet, the old basis, while
many others would not want the act done
away with unless the duty were taken off
altogether.

there was no truth in a Bay City despatch
to The Detroit News to the effect that the
time permitted by his Government for the
taking over of uncut logs had been extend-

In reply to Mr. Whitney, he added that|
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that the Government only acquired power
by the Act to change by Order-in-Council
the regulations and to make advertisements,
A good deal had been sald as to the
amount of logs which would be cut and
taken away before the Act went Into force
this year. Various estimates, some ag high
as 800,000,000 feet, had been made, but he
aesured the House that 200,000,000 feet
would be an outside figure,

The order was then discharged.

Mr. Barr (Dufferin) and Mr. Hoyles (N.
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Church Btreet. Toronto.

haaa'd

Ontarlo) took advantage of a motion for a
return of copies of correspondence be-
tween contractors and the Government re-
lating to the manufacture of binder twine
in the Central Prison, to lay at the door
of the Government’s alleged inactivity In re-
pairing the prison since the fire, the cor-
ner and consequent rige in the price of
binder twine. Hon, Mr. Davis urged that
it was due to the war. Mr. Kidd (Carle-
ton) voiced a rumor in his riding to the
effect that the Govermment sold twine to
its contractor friends at three or four cents,
while they retadled it to the farmers at
14 cents. The return will be brought down,

The motion of Mr. Duff (W. Simcoe) for
a return of coples of all correspondence
between the County Coumnell of SiZcoe
and any member of the Government wirh
relation " to the finjurlous effects of  the

Popular
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