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loKv;" and if those terms are taken with the necesaary qunlifl-

cAtiotiH tliey may Htand, since he sketches a constitution for

the restored community in Palestine, and makes a rich escha-

toloKical contril)ution. In this man of priestly family varied

elements exist side by side without lieinjr fused into a consist-

ent system. He has atlinities with .loremiah, hut his typo of

mind and conception of tlie Church are (iillennl. He is a

Hi^h Churchnuii!, not lnckin)i: in evangelical qualities. Some
truths, such as pi rsonal rosponsihilit.\'. he presents in a way
that we are tem|)ted to call niechnnica! that is, in a hard,

abstract nuuiner. out of all livinvr nlation to the coniple-

nu'ntary truth of heredity. There was. after all. some truth

in tile stiitetnent that "the fathers had eaten sour Kra|>es and

the children's teeth were .set on edjre." However, while his

weiKlit falls heavily on the si«le of the priestly view, he did

important work as a preacher of .judKnu<nt and a pr«)phet of

faith. He believetl that, at the Divine command, the dead

bones of a ruined tuition couM rise up as a miRhty army be-

fore (iod. and tlud the heart of stone could, by a miracle of

jrrace. be turiu'd into a heart of llesh.

Thv Tlnoltuiji of Ih'iittfo-lsaiali.—At this stajte it is

necessary to n'c»)Kni/.e the sijrnitlcance of the jrreat messajje

contained in Js. 10-55. ThouRh dilferent in its spirit and

.style, it takes rank with the other K»cat prophetic stetions.

We do not know the luime of the author, and we cannot say

with any certainly wliere he lived. Ou account of its histori-

cal haekjrniund. theology, and lanKuajre and style this book

cannot be earlier than the time of the Babylonian lOxile, and

the attempts to place it later are not convincinjr. The writer

is evidently iu>t a public leader, pastor, or prophet in the same

sense as Isaiah. .leremiah. and K/.ekiel. He is not facinjf

particular concrete situatiotis in the same way; he is a poet

broodiuK over the urvixi national disaster, anti seekiuR to im-

part to others the messaKc of eon\fort and hope which heavenly

voices have brought to his soul. Pre-exile pi-ophecy had been

mainly a word of warninR and threatening; in Kzekiel promi.se

follows denunciation. Deutero-Isaiah briuRs a me.s.saRe of


