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rather everybody praises the Government for its courage

and skill in meeting all emergencies. It seems unlikely

that we shall ever be willing to go back again to a situa-

tion in which grave social evils were allowed to thiive

because we were too timid or too dull to employ State

interference for their redress. We have had a taste

of Socialism, and we like it. In all these developments

the Christian reformer may find reason to thank God

and take courage. It is too early to forecast the dura-

tion or the precise issue of this vast and momentous

conflict. While these words are being written the

tide of battle in the East is going against our enemy,

and in the West, though the balance trembles from

day to day, yet we have reason to hope that it Avill

settle definitely on our side. But be the campaign

long or short, we have a right to hope and pray for

a victory for our arms, and for all the great human

issues committed to our keeping. If so, it is by no

means too soon for us to be asking ourselves what are

the terms and conditions we should desire to secure,

if Providence grant us a powerful voice in the settle-

ment of Peace. Let us answer this question as Chris-

tian people with the Sermon on the Moimt in our

minds.

1. While we dislike and disclaim any motive of

revenge, we must insist on the complete overthrow of

Prussian militarism ; we must combine to exorcise this

spirit of evil from Germany and from all Europe.

2. We must not attempt again to secure peace by

any balance of power or new grouping of European

States. This method has been found disastrous again

and again. To safeguard peace by exalting certain

other Powers in place of the Power defeated, would

be to prepare the way for the repetition of this a^^iul


