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RURAL AND AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY.

Till' prnliliiii lit till' iiiiliisfriiil rnmiiimiity is )iriiii.'iiily niic iif rnnifi'stidn nf imim
liitiuii; tliaf lit' till' aurii'iiltiiral roiiiniiiiilty, nil tin' iitluT liaiiil, arisi's sniiu-wliat fnuii
i-'iilatiiiii of till' ini|i\ iilual, in tlie I'l'iitrc o'" his mvii lamls, and t'lirtluT isiilatimi iif a
liiiiiilirr of iiiili\ iiliials I'nini a ri'iitri'. Tlu' rrsniirii'-i of iiiihIitm pronri'S!! are iiinri'

(ir li'ss ri'diiiinif this M'^ri-natioii of tlu' rural loiiiniiiiiity, but tlii' vory natiiri' of tlu'

farnur's i.i'iujiatiou iriiuiri's larjri' npi'U traits s.-parat iiij; him from his nrinhlior.
In no Miiation can a niaa siii'i'ei'il to the sanir di'^ini- without I'ontact and lo opi-rn-
tion with his lirothcr worker, as in fnrmini;. With his liomi', and his lahiiriTs, tho
farniiT may In' moro or Irss imlrpcndcnt of I'Xti'rnal rt'lations. This has made pns-
silde the di'Vi'lopmrnt of great farminu enterprises, from the pioneer settlements 'if

Canada, luit at the same time has retarded any jiarallel development of the farmer's
interests in the national life. It is only rei-ently that the farmers of the I'rovinees
and of Tanada as a whole have eome to re.-ili/.e the inealeulalile benefits and jinwer
airriiinu tu tlnni as a cooperative and coliesive organization. The farmer did not
n-rogni/.i' as early as the professional man, the tradesman, and the l.-iborer, his part
a« a unit in liis own class, nor the jdace of that class as a national factor in tho
acti\ities of the Dominion. Now, with ciilmiinled force the I'liited Kariiiers of
Canada are swi'e]iing onwards towarcls Ottawa and national politics . It is evident
that one section of uny agricultural survey must lie devoted to a study of ponditions
related to or arising from this aspect of rural life.

>)n the other hand, there is the gradual ebb from the country towards the city.
More e\ idint and disturliiiig is this tendency within the K.'istern Provinces. This has
given rise to oin- so called ci '.intry-lifi " movements which have aroused much
ciiticisMi. lacing facts s,|iiarely, it must be admitfeil that this movement is a vital
j.rol.liiM, .-I- serious, it not iiiore serious than, the present industrial situation.
The latter in culinin.ition might indeed destroy to some extent our national life and
tn.langer our ci\ ili/ation. but the gradual sapping of rural life by city channels is

luore ile.'idly. - it threatens the \ cry roots of our existence, aiul is so subtle and
gradual in its iniitiiviiiL' tli.'it it cinnot be attacked and alleviated, as can the con-
tributory factors in the !iggra\ation of industrial unrest. This aspect of the situ-
ation niu-t also be constantly in mini' in surveying the field in the rural community.

I. Community and Citizenship.

1. Itei'orl lui the sitn.'ifi.iu niid ]diysical nature of coiniiiiinity ; the size of com-
miiiiity under survey: dolineatiou of village and open country; general geographical
information: situation of diuvches, schools, stoves, etc; .'iver.-ige size of farms; and
eoudition of n ads.

2. History of the Coinniuuity. This will include reports on the date and
nature of the first settlement : nationality of citizens; nature of growth (village or
lariie farms i; any features of couimunity development of interest in the survey.

:. The ri'iiort on the pre-ent ]iopulation should note:
N'uinber in village:

Niimber in open country;
Xumber who are inter related.

:

Xunilier who are old settlers;

Uelation of these last two to tho whole population;
ropulation tiy the last five years:


