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Yoiiv Ilonoiablc iluusc will iIoiiUiIl'ss do His .Miijesty's Hiiilit'iil siibjecis siifricicnl ji. slice

not to cunsiiiie into a threat tliis prediciion founiled on (lie past, of a tltct which from its

nature cannot be prevenled. We arp on the contrary convinced, lliat (he just appreciation

of this fi'ct by Your Honorable House will prevent (hose mislbrlunes which none could

de|)loie more deeply than we should do, and which would be equally fatal to ilis Majest^^'s

Government, and to the People of this Province ;—and it is perhaps here that we ougiit lo

re|)resc'nt wiili the same respect, but at the siiiiic time will> (he same frankness, that the

fidelity of the People and llie protection of the Ciovernment are correlative oblij»alions, of

wliieii the oi'f cannot long subsist without the other; and that nevertheless by reason of

the defects ..iiich exist in the Laws and Constitution of this Province, ami of the niunner

in which those Laws and that Constitution have been administered. His Majesty's faithful

Canadian subjects are not sufficiently protected in their lives, their property, and their

lionor.

Atnoiig ihe subjects connected with the defectiveness of the Laws and Constitution of

this Province, there is one to which we cannot too earnestly solicit the attention of your

Honorable House,—the acts of interual Legislation for this Province passed from time lo

time it) the Parliament of the United Kingdom, and with regard to which the people ofthis

Country have never been consulted. We may, among others, point out the Act of the (itli

year of the IJeign of(}eorge the Fourth, chapter 39, commonly called the " Tenures Act."

We believe that it was only by deceiving the justice of Parliament and by abusing its

benevolent intentions, thai it could have been induced to pass this Act. All classes of the

people without distinction have, through tlieir Representatives, demanded its repeal, a very

short liine after the number of thn latter was increased in this Province. Yet this House

has never been able to obtain fiom His Majesty's Representative or from any other source,

any intbriuaiion as to the views of His Majesty's Government in England with regard to (he

ie|)pal of the said .Act. IlEo!)ject was, according to the benevolent intentions of Parliament,

and as the title of-the Act sets Ibrth, ilie extinction of feudal and seigniorial rights and dues

on lands held enfiefand a reus in this Province, with the intention of favoring the great body

ofthe inhabitants of the Country, and protecting them against the said dues which were

regarded as burdensome : hut the provisions of the said Act, far from having the

etTect aforesaid, alford facilities to Seigniors, to become, in opposition to the interests of

their ff;(4(7rt(Ve4, the absolute proprietors of extensive tracts of unconceded iands, which

l)y the l^aw of the Country, they held only for the benefit of the inhabitants thereof, to

v'liom ihev were bound to concede tliem in consideration of certain limited dues ;—so that

that said act if generally acted upon, would shut out the massof the permanent iidiabitani«

of the country from the vacant lands in the seigniories, while at the same time they have

been toiistiuuiy prevented tmm settling on the waste lands of the Ciown, on easy and libeial

terms and under a tenure adapted to the ijiivvs of the country, by the partial, secret and

vicious manner in which the Ciown Land [)e|j;ntment has lieen managed and by the provi-

sions of the Act aforesaid, with reganl to the l.iws applicable lo tin; lands in question ; and

th" ipplicatior.s made by ceiluin Seigiuors lor a change of tenure, iimler the authority of the

said Act, ;ip;)('ur to [irove the correctness of the view which this House has taken of its

practical 'If.'i t.

h could only have been in consequciiro of an erroneous supjioiiiion that feudal charges

were inliuient in the Ijaws iii ilii^ Couiitiy, as I'.ir as the pi lession and transmission of real

propeity and tl e tenuies ricognized by thai Law were concerne I, that it was enacted in

the said Act, thai luids with legard to which a change of teiiiiie rhould be effected, should

thereafter be held under the tenure of lite and common soccage. 'I'lie seignorial charges

have been found burdensome in ceitaiii cases, chiefly by reason of the want of adequate

means of obtaining the interference of the CAilonial (iovt'inmeiit and of the Courts of Ijaw,

I.) eiilbrce the ancient Law of the Country iu that behalf The Provincial Legislature was,

moieover, fullv competent lo pass Laws providing for the redemption of the said charges

ill a inaiuuM' which nliould be in accordance with the iiileresl of all parties, anil for the

imrodtictiun (ifihe fiee tenures recognized by our Laws. This House has beeii repeatedly

occiipieil iHul now is occupied about this iuiportaiu subject ;—but the said 'feuures Aci,

iiiMilIicient of itself to i-nrci equitably the piiipose lor which it was pas-ed, is of a nature to

iinbuias-i ami create ohslacks lo the effectual lueasuies which the Legislaluit f the Couiitiy

Willi a tidi kiiowUilge (<ft!'esulijicl might be disposi-d lo adopt : ami we must believe thai

ilir applica'ion '.hus matledo the exclusion of ihi' I'lovineial Legislatuie,) to tlie Parliiiiiient

il' iho L'liiied Kiii:;.loiii, wiiali was far les competent to make equitable enactments on a

^.ilijecl M) .niiiplicaleil in its iialine, could imly have been made willi a view lo unlawful

peculalfjii-, and lb'' ^-ubv'.•liotl uf ill..- Laws of the Couiiliy, l>y meaiir. of a combination

coiuiaiv


