
THE

PREFACE.
^HE affairs of America have lately

engaged a great deal of the public at-

tention. Before the prefent ,jar there

ivere but a very fevu %vho made the hi-

flory of that quarter of the njoorld any
part qf theirJludy; though the matter is

certainly very curious in itfelf and ex--

tremely interejling to us as a trading peo-
ple.

The hifiory ofa country luhich, though
vajl in extent, is the property only offour
nations: and which, though peopled pro-
bably for a feries of ages, is only known
to the rejl of the -worldfor about two cen-
turies, does not naturally afford matterfor
many volumes. Vet it is certain, that to
acquire a proper knowlege ofthe hijlory of
the events in America, an idea of its pre-
fentfate, and a competentjudgment of its

'? « ^^f^ai acui Qj reading has been
a 2


