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last infirmity of noble minds," now gave opportunity to the de-

signing members of his cabinet, to govern the affairs of the col-

ony in a manner which suited their caprice. Sir John's " illus-

trious predecessor" in office, was Sir George Arthur, who was
transferred from Van Diaman's Land to the Governor General-

ship of Canada. He was the tyrant that signed the death war-

rants of Von Shultz, Abbey, Woodruff and others, before I left

America. He had served in the capacity of Governor of Van
Dieman's island, thirteen years; and it is the opinion of all, who
were acquainted with his administration here, that Pharaoh of

Egypt established a more moderate system of police, and gov-

erned the children of Israel with greater lenity, than was mani-

fested by this scourge to the human race, towards his subjects,

while clothed with brief, but arbitrary authority. A little may be

learned of his cruelty and despotism, where the records of the

colony affirm, that during his governorship of tliirteen years, he

signed fifteen hundred and kight death warrants, and only

EIGHT of these condemned persons were saved from the gallows,

and these were sentenced to toil in irons the remainder of their

days, a fate worse than death itself, so that his very acts of royal

clemency were but the most aggravated specimens of his cruelty.

Many of the citizens could not fell what were the crimes of these

victims, for which they were executed ; these were secrets with

the Governor and his officers.

The gallows on which these fifteen hundred culprits were hung,
was erected in sight of Arthur's own dwelling, and the hangmatt

generally done up his business early in the morning ; and it was
no uncommon sight for the citizens of Hobart Town to see a dozen
convicts suspended at once, and their dead bodies left dangling

the whole day, a spectacle for every eye. Ilis Excellency seemed
better to relish a good English breakfa.««t of ** beef and porter,"

after satiating his vision in the morning, by such horrid sights.

Of the six thousand natives who used to live upon this island,

the most of them were hunted down and exterminated during his

residence there; only about eighty now remain of the whoh-
number, and they are kept as prisoners on a small island in the

vicinity. When Sir George was recalled and sent to Canada, hi.'^

loyal subjects unanimously manifested their affection by kind-

ling bonfires, firing cannon and guns, and by various other signi-

ficant demonstrations. On his departure, a delegation was sent

to read to him an address, expressive of the unbounded gratitude

and pleasure of the citizens, at the termination of his lengthened

mal-administrnlion, and the festivity attendant upon this event
continued ten successive days and nights. The poor Canadians
had occasion to say to their Van Dieman's Land brethren soon
after, "though that was sport to you, k was death to us." We
believe this modern personifioation of Dionysius, the tyrant, was
transferred from the Governor-Generalship of Canada to Bombay,


