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ment- of hoflilitics to the prefcnt moment j and

fuch, Mr. Prcfident, would be »;/«*, if I thought

hberty could be produced by unexampled afts of

cruelty and oppreflion \ wealth could flow from

accumulated debts and increafing taxes-, plenty

from defolation ; glory or advantage from a war

with Great Britain j or that independence which

a true friend to America would dcfirc, from our

clliance with France. . .

Or if I could be fuch a traitor to my country,

as to clothe the moft fordid avarice, ambition, and

felf intereft, in ihG/pecfous garb of patriotifm as a

member of this ajfenibly^ " my voice would htjlill

for war i with the dark foul, and the diflembledl

treachery of Sempronius, '

^' IM bellow out for freedom and my country.

" And mopthe at C^far till I (hake the feuate.'*•'
i

It is by no means clear to me, that we could have

derived any folid benefit from independence,

which we did not enjoy while fubjeds to the

Britifh government, even if we could have ob-

tained it by treaty^ when we firfl: took up arms to

demand itj to gain it by force of arms would

hare been flill lefs to our advantage, could we

have obtained it without foreign alTiftance ; and

inftead of diminifhing, muft greatly have increafed

our taxes, as the event has too fatally proved.

Put I could weep tears of mingled grief and


